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Were 8 of the fol- 
| lowing SERMONS. | 


ER HE 40 of theſe ſows 


mons was to 9 


88 IF and unprove the 


our ſouls, The 25 
jog of God ins made them ſuce 
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To the Youne PROFILE, Uc. | 
me to publifþ them at your . 
a 


''* Ttwnty; though I do oft refu 


4 compliance with many judicious 


f 

n 
friends, in deſires of the ſame 7 
kmd, even when the ſubjedls are ; 


more perſuading. 
\ - , o o | 7 a 
. Having overcome the diſcou- 


ragement which 1 ſuggeſted to my 
ſelf, from the plamneſs of theſe 
_ diſcourſes, I dare not make an a- 
Fpology for the commonneſs of the 
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and wrath they are naturally un- 
dier. It had been folly to treat of 
ach a ſubject for ediſtcation he- 


Fil words unapt to inform or perſuade 


——__ 
— 


ftyle or matter. It had been a pro- 
fanation of an ordinance, when 
defired to freach to youth, to pro- 
_ poſe any ſubject below what tends 
to their ſalvation from that ſm 
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fore children and apprentices, in 


- them. 


* | 


To the Youne PropLE, Os. 


| them. I thank God I could ra- 


ther bear the diſlike of a few leſs 


= ſerwus wits, than neglect t the eter- 
nal concern, of fo many leſs intel- 


ligent heaters. On th ſame ac- 
count, Jam now afraid 10 rai ſe 


the ft le, or omit the very repeat. - 
ed aypeals and pleadings 255 chil- 

| dren, being reſolved to approve my 
; ſelf to ihe weakeſt reader, and 


leave the ud: cious to what ig more 
fitted to their improvement. 


NM ly prayer and Hopes are, that 
| God: will accompany this book with 
| powerful effecis on your ſouls, and I 


not leave you to that obſtinacy, as 


| will render it a farther aggrava- 

| fron of hour fm and punſoment ; 
You cannot pretend that God never 

| informed you of your diſeaſe, nor 


_— you to a cure: * Ne dare, 


Jer reading this book, ſay, 
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To the Young Pzor TE, Oc. 
my danger was concealed from 
me, and rules for my ſafety were 
wot preſcribed. God will ſeverely 
witneſs, - that he 2 to ä 
argue matters with thy ſoul; be 
| ail uades thee from xd ſore tber 3 
will condemn thee at. laſt, K er 
thou now flattereſt thy ſaf, He 
uſeth many arguments to encline 
thee to duties which bis very goſ- 
pel cannot diſpenſe with the want 
of, m any yo: whom he will 
Þ 1 

Let me wn —— thee; -ob 
young man!] that God addreſ eth 
bimfelf to thee, as by name. I hou 
by nature art brut and 7 
[| and as long as thou followeſt is 
|| Tmapginations of thy vain mind, ii 
I 25 becomes more deſperate, thy 
| lufts by mdulgence grow more vio- 
Ws len, and conſcience ſtill leſs con- 
| | ä cerned 


To the Youne PforrE, Vc. 
cerned to vindicate the affronts thou 
offereſt to God's dommion, or to re- 
preſent the injury thou doſt io thy 
own ſoul ; yet be aſſured, whether 
= thou mindeſt it or not, there 1s a God, 
at wpboſe right it 1s to govern thee, 
r and will be ſure to judge thee : I hou 
Te art born his ſubject, though unwilling. 
ne 10 obey, and forward to rebel agazaft 
f- | him; thou haſt an immortal ſoul, 
nt om little foever thou provideſt jor 
il | ts future ſtate; ea, how much 

ſoeder thou acteſt to expoſe it ww || 
ob endleſs miſery, and this for a | 
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fort and fading pleaſure. I how 
art naturally depraved, and thereby 
_ that condemnation which mas 
apaſs'd by the law of mnacency againſt 
Man, in the leaſt 2 : OY 0 
Ob, then do not fancy that Bap. 
tiſm did regenerate thee- while thou 
n- fondeſt the want of every grace, 


| way of ſalvation for bo man publiſh- 


nefit none who continue to reject 


| thou art. capable of conſentirg 10 


verning law. Do not conceit that 


To the VGUNG PREOPIE, c. 
and carnal inclinations are thy go- 


bapteſm delivered thee from thy 
curſed ſtate, when thy unbelief 
and enmity againſt holineſs , da 
both expreſs it and further expoſe 


thee to it. It's true, there is a 
ed in the goſpel ; but that can be- 


Chriſt, and refuſe the terms of 
peace, Thou art the dedicated 
child of believing parents, but their 
faith cannat ſave thee nom that 


the covenant, and refuſeſt it; yea, 
thy early dedication adds - perjury 
and falſbood to thy profaneneſs,g 


F lead nat thy chr iſtian name, hill T3 
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thou art a reproach to it. Boaſt . 
not of religious helps, when they tc 
have not that good effect on thee, n 


eo) 


To the Youne Proprr, Ve. 
as the light of nature hath on meer 
ans; which. may convince us; 


that. where | the goſpel fails Io con- 


' #S vert. its bearers, Satan oft go- 
x B verns more power fully, than if the 
* # goſpel had never been. preached to 
? them. We live in an age of won- - 
dere, among which it u not the 


5 5 leaſt ſtrange or awſul 5 that pro- 
t WB feſſed chriſtians are viler than hea- 
E thens „ and moſt of our baptiſed 
d youths ſcorn the plaineſt rules of 
" chriſtzauity. Ah wretched age! 
it wherein goſpel-light cannot convincs 
'o f that wickedneſs which: even na- 
"= ture condemns what. conception 
bave they of God, who think he 
. approve of ſuch. enormities as 
Hey commit, or be ſatisfied with: 
thoſe. heartleſs and trifieng. regards 
to which they. confine all the ho- 
mage which: they. afford bim? 


To thi en Nantes Cc. 


Surely England's calamiities are 
like to be terrible, when this jea- 
Jous God ariſeth- to force men to 


juſter thoughts both F bis nature 


and his laws.. 


I. muſt allow that thy treatiſe 

w intended to convince thee of the 
great evil of ſuch thmgs as moſt. 
eſteem mdifferent, and practiſe as. 
allowable ; yea, 2 far doth their 


blindneſs ' prevail , that. ſobriety 


(much more Gadlineſs ) i ridiculd 
as folly. But know that the feel- 
ang of endleſs torments will ſoon 
convince ſuch as. dare mock ut di- 
vine revelations. The perſeclions 
that render God-able to endure their: 
ajjronts now, will oblige. him to vil 
dicate bis government. and honout® 
then. Poor wretches that would 
rot be ruled by means ſuited. to 
therr natures, as rational, ſhall 
| | a 


- clamours of the worſt of fools; what-- 


ever wit they pretend to. Undo | 
not thy "ſelf for af ſake of a crowd; 
for it's better be religious with the || 
leſſer member now, than be .damm- ||| 
ed hereafter: with the multitude : 

= Sure thou muſt be. an Atheiſt, and [| 
holly disbelieve unſeen things, 7 il 

| the contempt or per ſugſſans of en- 
| flaved factors for the devil can 
enclune thee to chuſe hell, by re- 
folding the courſe. that. mnfallibly. x 
ads 0 it. 1 
T muſt acquaint you, ibu in the || 


| Jet ſermm Ladd: no particular to 


Ide notes one of your ſelves took from 


To the Joux Porr, Oc. 
wit bout their conſent undergo the 
infliled evils, which, while ony. 
threatned, did not move them. 
There fore, young man, be not a. 
frigbted from true wiſdom by the 
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Fo the VouNe Pro, Mc. 
ed me ſince. with, to belp the de- 
fect. of my. own papers; yet I have | 
added. many. 1 the. directions for 
atoiding the eight particular ſins I 
diſſuaded you from in my firſt ſer- 
mon. I have alſo thought fit to 
_ ſubjoin a ſhort catechiſm at the 
end, wherem you may learn the 


eſſentials of Practical religion in ſa- 


K "SOT or PE I, "IE 


miliar terms; if you. think fit to 
learn it, conſult the proofs. —_© 
I be good Lord proſper all to you. 
Could I but ſee.young ones general- 
inclined to ſerious religim, L 
Gould hope that God bath. a mer- 
cy in reſerve for England; and. 
the. vengeance, that. hangs over it 
becauſe 7 the laſt thirty years: tog 
| fucceſsful, contrivances to debauct 
| the nation, in order to ſlavery and 
| | popery, might be diverted 1 
lll leaſt confined. to ſuch. as are 


100: 


To the Youne PRO LE, Oc. 
too far engaged, or obſtinate, t ad- 
mit a reformation. 

That every child and youth obs 
feall read this book, may 1 as many 
. | of you already 40) thus contribute 
. . |= to my hopes, and ſhare in the 
L 71 * * be the. Pra- ; 


= = Your compaſſionate Friend; 
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E context explained page 2. 
Vanity conſi dered as it is natural frail- | 
ty $ 
Vanity in a malate in comet IT: 


Particularly, as to eight fins to which - 
: _ youth 18 n 
1. The fall of youth f in the. concerns I eter 
nity explained and demonſtrated 14 
Directions againſt folly. A 
2. The inconſiderateneſs of youth, with directi- 
ons againſt it 


23 
3. The obſtinacy .of youth deſcribed, *diſſuaded 


from, with directions againſt it 26 | 

4. Anger, and violent paſſions of youth de- 1 

* Thad, di Nuaded from, With directions 36 
5. Louis 


„* 


1 The ConTENTs. 
3. Youth's "_ 5 agd miſpending of im 
" 900," Mad from, with dirrcti- 
page 40 

6. The tevity ond. en mirth of young 
People — dia, from, with di- 
 Peftions i get ſobriety 46 

7. The ſin of lying deſcribed, di ;ſuaded from, 
with directions againſt it 54 

8. Fleſoly lufts, viz. drunkenneſs, gluttony, 
and uncleanneſ deferiond, and 1 | 
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5 Directions againſt gluttony and Ante 
6. MM a - 02. 
Directions againſt unleavmneſs | 65 
| The Vanity ” youth , as it confifts in their 
4 * to uo valuable purpoſes, demonſtra- 
= a 72 
8 2 The Vanity of youth, as it lives to 2 , 
11 | purpoſes fo) 


An account bow childhood and youth og 
came vain, where original fin 2 treated 
of 3 
An enquiry why youth continues vain ; where. 
alſo the Pan, of their bealing is 50 
ken to 


pe reaſons any many young People do 4 


more vain dai, 97 | 
* = Inferences from the whole doctrine. 
15 : Is The diſmal a pect of the world 100 


2. Fa- 


The Contanrs: 


2. Parents and. maſters care and pains in the 
education of youth, urged and directed ſuit- 
ably to the diſeaſe of youth page 101 


3. The reaſonableneſs of 'youth*s ſubjection to 


the rebukes and reſtraints. of ſuperiors 106 
4 Artentiveneſs to advice needful and . ibid. 


Exhortations.. 


1. A ſerious examination of the preſent ſtate 
e youth, whether they are ſtill vain or no, 
urged 107 
2. They are called to admit directions anſwer- 


able to their preſent condition 109 
I, A call to young people ſtill vain, with di- 


reftions and arguments for their preſent caſt- 


ing off their vanity ibid. 
2. Advice Proper for ſuch young ones as are ſe- 
rious 120 


A plain youth*s catechiſm "1 ml 
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-- | Childbood and youth are vanity. 


Hils preſent meeting is for 
dhe ſpiritual advantage of 
LES [Nears you children and young peo- 
i ple: Your good we miniſters 
2 . N mult intend, and it's your 
ä SK intereſt and duty to regard, 
and improve theſe helps; as well as elder 


8 
P34 
om Ws, 


ee aged. God hath a right'to govern you, 
Sing you are his creatures. He hath gi- 
Wen you a rule of lite, he obſerveth your 


ones ſhall be arraigned at God's tribunal, 
and judged by the rule contained in his 
word, according to what they have been 
and done. Heaven and. hell are before 
„en r | . you, 


_ perſons ; for your ſouls are as immortal as 


hearts and carriage with concern. Young! 


— — — 
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> Ti Vanity of 
you, one of them will be the eternal dwell- 
ing of the youngeſt in this aſſembly; and 


conſidering, that moſt of mankind die when 
young,, heaven and hell are fuller of young 


people, than of ſuch as are arrived to a 


greater age. | 

Do ſuch conſiderations affect you? Ought 
they not to make me ſerious, and importu- 
nate with your ſouls? And with yours eſpe- 
cially, becauſe youth is under great indiſ- 
poſitions to all that is ſerious and faving ? 

Oh ! let us look earneſtly for a bleſſin 
him, who is the God cf the ſpirits of all 3 


(Numb. xvi. 23.) and therefore is able to 


impreſs and manage your oO though un- 


ruly and vain. 


The author of this book is Solomon. Will 
you regard what a great man faith? He 


was king of Ifael in its moſt proſperous 
ſtate. Are a wiſe man's dictates to be heed- 


ed? He was the wiſeſt of meer men. 97 


above that, this bock was the reſult of 


great experience; he ſpeaks his feelin 12 
well as his judgment; 3 yea, he records 


| thing 8 as A penitent aſter great offences " 
and Cherefare muſt repreſent things accord 
ing to their truth and importance, eſpecial 


ly ſince he was inſpited by the infallible Spi- 
rit in what he here delivers. 


I ſhall not look farther'than ep eleventh 
verſe, to lead vu to . text. 


. 
8 
. 
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1, There 


re 


CHitpfrooDand YouTH. 3 


1. There he doth by 2 ſharp farcaſm re- 


ove the ſenſual delights of young people, 
ejoyce, O young Man Fee. It's ſuch a ſayi 
as Chriſt's to his diſciples, Sleep on, and! 
your reſt, Mark xiv. 41. It's not ſaid = 
way of approbation, but he expoſeth the 
ſenſualiſt by diſdain, which may affe& ſome 


ople more than a direct reproof; and 


for our good, condeſcends to try all 
ways. Surely you that think ſenſual ples- 
ſure the greateſt happineſs. you are capable 
of, will ſuſpect that it is not what it ap- 
pears to your fgoliſh minds, when God by 
the wiſeſt man doth thus ironically brand 
it: He loads you with ſcorn; while you 


2 y pleaſe your ſelves with theſe poor de- 


ghts, as your only paradiſe. God keep 
6. from that as my portion, which God 
accounts my reproach. 
oo But may not a young man rejoice Ml 
. Yes, no doubt, thou oughteſt to 


delight thy ſelf in the Lord, Plal. vil. 4 
Yea, thou mayeſt delight moderately and * 


holily in objects of ſenſe; but that's not 


de rejoicing here expoſed. The follow- 


g words cxplain the nature of this forbid- 


den joy 3 it's that evil pleaſure which thou 


takeſt in walking in the ways of thy heart, 
and in the fight of thine Me d. Oh 
vile creature | how baſe art thou become, 
that confineſt thy pleaſures to, and reſol- 
vedly walloweſt in the delights that come 


by 


OT NEE IA ns ABC 


. 
—u_—_— 

8 I PY 0 
(IT UID ISS * * 
> . 
— 1 


AMEND YES N TA " G a OO, NT a 
G 3 . : r va — —_ 


light or love to govern. thy deſires, and 


The i of * 


1 Anne the vain imaginations of thy 1 
carnal heart, and meer gratifying thy ſen- 


ſes? What a brute art thou, that ſporteſt 1 
thy ſelf in a diſregard of God and unſeen 10 
: things; and valueſt the time of youth only T 
as it fits thee to execute what is ſinful, and * 


. reliſh what is ſenſual ! Is this rejoicing be- : 
coming thee as a reaſonable creature, made 5 610 
for and ſuited to things of ſo far a higher ; 
nature? Is thy. correſpondence to the ob- 
jects of faith quite gone ? Art thou ſo ſunk 
and buried in fleſh ?: Is there no ſpiritual 


pteaſures ? If this be the merry young man, 
what-an object of contempt is he in all his 
" mirth ? Even in his jollity he is to be ſcorn- 
ed, as well as pitied. . 
2. He alarms this brutiſh ſenſualiſt with 
a proſpect of judgment. God addreſſeth, 
himſelf to thee as one ſtupidly ignorant, but 
know thou, it's what thou art little ac- 
quainted with, or thoughtful about; for 
*all theſe things he will. bring. thee into judg- 
ment. A ſore thorn. in thy gay clothes, a | 
great cooler to. thy luſts, meer gall-in ths 1 
cups, and a ſad diſturbance to thy airy con- 
ceits: God will bring thee into judgment for 
all thefe things. Tho thou deſpiſe Nis laws, 
thou ſhalt Toe eſcape his ſentence : He will 
not leave it to thee, whether thou ſhalt be 
miferable; though he referred it to thy 
choice, whether thou wouldſt be del 
ell 


he would not force thee to refrain thy vo- 
luptuouſneſs. Yea, oh thou that ſporteſt 
thy ſelf in thy brutiſh delights ! thou ſhalt 
account for all, thou ſhalt ſuffer for each. 
Thy puniſhment ſhall be proportioned to 


thy ſins, and to thy pleaſures thou didſt 


take in ſinning, and doſt thou never con- 
ſider how great that's like to be? 

3. He then annexeth a ſerious caution 
againſt two evils, to which young perſons 


are obnoxious, ver. 10. Therefore, 1. Remove 


forrow from thy heart; that is anger, as the 
word may be rendred, or all thoſe heart- 


luſts which will“ nd in ſorrow of heart. 


Thou art afraid of ſeriouſneſs, thou ſeem- 


eſt to prevent ſorrow by thy carnal mirth : 
But alas, thou art making way for the deep- 


eſt groans by thy ſeeming cure; thou bring- 
eſt on ſorrow by a pretended driving 
it away. But young man, God - ſeeing 


thou takeſt a wrong courſe, condeſcends 
to warn thee againſt the anguiſh which 


thou prepareſt by thy vicious inclination. 


2. And put away evil from thy fleſh; that 
is, fleſhly pollutions, to which youth is 


rone; or the bodily puniſhments which 


vile courſes expoſe to. If you take the 
firſt ſenſe, then, as in forbidding heart- 
luſts, he ſtops a courſe of ſin at the 5 7 


head, without which all the attempts for 
reformation will be too feeble; ſo in for- 
oy | bidding 


Cn DHOO DD and Tour H. 5 
he'll compel thee to feel his wrath, though 


6 The VANITY of | 
bidding fleſply pallutions, he would re- 
ſtrain the acting of ſin: g. d. Though luſt 
is conceived in the heart, yet let it not 2 0 
forth in thy practice : For abſtinence from 
wicked acts il conduce to change thy 
temper, and abate thy guilt. If you take 
the latter ſenſe, then he argues from that 
miſery, which brutiſh youth is moſt likely 
to be affected by: g. d. That body which 
thou ſo — * fleſh * ah; thou 
art ſo tender, is like to feel the woful ef- 
fects of thy folly : Therefore as thou loveſt 


thy very fleſh, kindle not the flames which — 

are to devour it in hell; bring not down tha 
thoſe judgments, which may torment thy | 
body on this ſide the grave. | fon 
Ihe wiſe man . theſe advices by "Ta 

a motive referring to ver, g. Therefore, for 

&c, as if he had ſaid, becauſe God will bring of | 
those io judgment, avoid theſe ſins, for —— l 
| thou ſnalt certainly be arraigned, and pre- 2 
vent the miſeries which the ſentence will ve 
| Include, and which the judge muſt execute dui 


| according to the fandion of that law where- 
by thou "tale be judged. Then, then, O 
N ung man! thou ſhalt know by the pu-! 


| niſhment felt, that thy lawgiver's threat 
nings were nat vain, though during temp- 


tations they appeared ſo. 
My text is a further motive, and as ſuch the 
is here , For childpged and youth are . th 


"years 


; 
| 
| 
V 
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ſtrang, your fenſes quick, the cares and 
_maladics of old age are far from you; yer | 


Cn noob and YOUTH, 7 


years are Prone, they have room in your 


temper, and without great care and labour 


cannot he removed, or put away; there- 


fore be intent and vigorous to put away 


evil from your fleſh, to to ie forrw from 


thy heart. 
Having. thus deſcrib'd the coherence of 


the words, I ſhall lay them down for a do- 


&rine, as they be in my text. 
Doez. Childhood and youth are vanity. | 
I hall explain this doctrine, and inſiſt on 


that ſenſe of the words, which will moſt 
conduce to the advantage of young: pee 


ſons. 


for that time of human life, which 13 mort 
of manhood. 

If you take it chan, then the whole clauſe 
may be thus expreſſed: Though you are 


very apt to boaſt of theſe years, as moſt con- 


ducive to happineſs, though now your ſpi- 
rits are vigorous, your bodies aber and 


this will not make you happy: This 


time of youth it ſelf is vanity, it's hut ; 
ent to make thee a bleſſed creature; yea, 


though thou didft enjoy all ſenſible things 


3 that can miniſter to its ſatisfaction, it is bot 
Vanity 5 a * ching, a ſhort and Very 5 


3 Childhood and youth may be taken 


wy 2 Pa en * 6 a 1 
» 4* + dad * bx vo Shak.” 
7 0 a * 
: p * 
. * - 
; 
5 
: " 
: 8 
1 
1 


The VANITY of 
matter, which leaves its admirers deceiv'd, 
yea, undone, if they have no better pro- 
viſion. - A ſerious old man diſdains thoſe 
years, and would not live them over again; 
yea, few live long that wiſh not much of 
that time expunged out of their life, and 
remember it with a bluſh. n 

2. Childhood and youth denote perſons 
of thoſe years or age, viz. children and 
young people. | 3 

I ſhall conſider theſe words in this ſenſe, 
and of ſuch of you the ſpirit of God pro- 
claimeth vanity, as your proper epithet. 

Queſt. What is meant by vanity, as it 
predicates of theſe young people? 

Anſw, Vanity is either natural or moral, 
and then it's the ſame as to ſay, 

(1.) Young people are frail and mortal. 
All fleſh is graſs, and the goodlineſs thereof - 
. as the flower of the field, Ila. xl. 6. The 
robuſt youth hath his breath in his noſtrils ; 
by the courſe of nafure he may live longer 
than old men, yet by the frailty of nature 
he may die before the oldeſt man. Thou 
reckoneſt upon long life, but thou mayeſt 
die to-morrow. Oh young man! thou 
©" haſt the ſeeds of death in thee, thou canſt 

not reſiſt any meſſenger of death; Heb. 
Ix. 17, the ſentence lies againſt thee 3 and 
ſin, the cauſe of death, cleaves to thy early 
age, Rom. viii. 10. What variety of ac- 
cents art thou ſubject to every mom 

1 | | : A 0 5 t's 
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till now, as well, as the man of eighty: Oh 
le young folk! that think of many years, 

5 before death and you can meet; how many 
of W younger than you are already rotten in 


in this place, whoſe death your fathers, 


itẽs a brittle houſe your very ſouls inhabit. 
Exb. 1 cannot omit this exhortation. Do 

and forbear, all you ought to do and for- 

bear, in order to eternity, as perſons with- 


here are aſſured, that here is no working in 


done for eternity muſt be done while yau 
live; the tate of trial laſts no longer than 


changeable, reward or puniſhment. 


Is; have much to do for eternity. 2. Work 
for eternity is hagds+0-do. 3. This, work, 


Which is the point I am on. You 
man, if death overtake thee, thou ca 
not put it off fill thou ſet about the work 


world will avail nothing. Bethink thee 


B 
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It's.by. God's power you children are alive 


their graves? There may be many children 


yea, grandfathers, may live to mourn for; 


in a ſtep of death. I hope the youngeſt 


life: Whatever is beyond the grave, 18 un- 
Wiilt thou lay to heart theſe things? 1.1 | 


as hard as it is, ffluſt be done, or; I periſh 
for ever. 4. How ſhort a while may I, as 


thou haſt neglected; jall the cries in the 


then, if Abijab had not been good be- 
times, he muſt have been nnen, Ks 
| * 
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ſo it may be thy caſe, O child of ten years 


old! if thou doſt not get grace before 
thou art a year older, or it may be a month 
or week older, thou muſt die graceleſs. 


Doth not the word tell thee of ſome who 


die in youth, and #heir life is among the un- 
clean, Job vi. 13. Shall that be thy caſe? 
Canſt thou bear it? Be perſuaded now to 
fix thy thoughts on ſuch things as theſe: 
Shall I lie or ſwear now, who may be dead 
within a month? Dare I profane this ſab- 
bath, who may be dead within a week? 
Fea, my next ſin may be the laſt act of my 
life. How can I hve without Chriſt a 
day longer, when I may die to night? 
Shall 1 delay to know, and love, and fear 
my God, who muſt do it ſoon or never? 
I am ſure, if I do not fear God before J 
die, hell will be my place; and I am not 
ſure of a week to attain this fear of God, 
Did the youngeſt of you know your frail- 
ty, you would tremble at delays; you 
would not dare to ſin; you would bluſh 
at, your ſlothfulneſs in any good work. 
Oh then hear this ſermon, as one that may 
never hear another! Pray the next time, 
as one that may never pray again. When 
thou art next tempted, aſk thy ſelf, would 
I yield to this, if I were to die to-mor- 
row? Will you believe this, and walk as 
them that believe it? Even youth is too 
uncertain for any wiſe one to vere 

- in, 
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fn, or neglect his ſalvation, as if ſure of 
time to repent, and repair his neglects. 
| (2.) Vanity is taken in a moral ſenſe, viz. 
as it regards the minds and manners; thus 
Eph. iv. 15. the ſpirit of God warns. us 
* againſt waking in the vanity of the mind. 
; N is oft put for all ſins, 2 Kings xvii. 15. 
| ſeveral ſins are expreſly called vanity ; and 


this name is applied, partly with reſpect to 


the nature of ſome ſins, but chiefly from 


the tendency and conſequence of every ſin- 


ful courſe. Every way of ſin is vain; and 
ſin deſerves the name of vanity from this 


conſideration, that it is committed to no 


valuable purpoſe ; yea, it ends in what is 
deſtructive, and far worſe than meerly un- 
profitable. ooh is 

In this ſenſe I ſhall improve the Text, 
and it includes theſe things: 0. 


I. Young people are prone io many ſins that 
are notoriouſly vain, 25 

II. Young people are apt to live to very low 
and unprofitable purpoſes, which is vanity. 
III. Young people are apt to live to evil and 
deſtruftive purpoſes, which is the beight 


* 
© 
1 
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*., of vanity, 


Before I enter on theſe things, let me 
aſk you young folk, Is not this a true 
charge? And is it not as awful a deſcripti- 
on of your ſtate as true? 42 
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univerſally, that all young” people” are thus 
vain ? 

Anfeo. 1. Becauſe the generality of young 
people are vain. For one that is ſober, how 
many are wild? For one that is pieus, chere 
be many profane. A religious child is 
become a wonder. Godlineſs in youthful 
years is very rare: The body ef your ordi- 

_— young people is ſottiſh : The genera- 
lity of witty youths are atheiſtical and ir- 
religious. When the diſeaſe is ſo cominon, 
the Do is Proper as againſt the whole. 

All young perſons are inclined to 
dv? vain: Vanity is the temptation of that 
age. Tour conſkitution and want of ex- 
perience do eſpecially expoſe you to this 
miſehief. Though grace may deliver ſome 
of you from the power of vamity, yet it 
hath not cleanſed you from all diſpoſition 
to vanity, it hangs about you, and hveth, 
though reſtrained. Your ftunibles Will be 
at ehis ſtone, and your faults will be under 
this head of youthful vanity. 

Yotitg people! Tou ſee why the charge 
is ſo common: Will you then apply what 
I ſhall ſay to your ſelves? When I deſcribe 
the diſeaſe, ſay, This is my diſeaſe. When 
I propoſe the remedy, ſpeak to thy ſoul, 
This is proper for my cafe, this is neceſſa- 
ry to my condirion. Thou child, ſay, I 
am a child, and therefore apt to be Thon 

ou 
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man, and therefore J am apt to be vain, 
I muſt deny my. age, or own this charge, 
Nay fur ther * eaſon awfully with your 
ſelves, moſt, young people are under the 
power of vanity: The wicked youths are 
a hundred to one that's pious. Oh my 
ſdul, what is my condition !- is not there 


more danger, that I am, one of thoſe hun- 


dred wicked ones, than that 'am that one 
pious young one? D321 
1 ſhall now return to conſider: the three 


particulars, under which I included the 


moral vanity: of young people, 


B Young people are Prone to many fins, that 


are notoriouſly vam. 
There be ſome particular ſins, that in 

their nature argue mare vanity. than other 

ſins; they infer a very vain mind in the 


perſons; committing: them. Young: ones 


have many of- theſe ſins, and luſt ſtrongly 
prompting thereto. 1 1 

I ſhall reduce your ſins to eight parti- 
culars, and give you ſome directions under 


each, to help you againſt that particular 


fin : But remember each of theſe are ſins: 
Every fin. defileth thy ſoul, and: bindeth 
thee: to undergo. the puniſhment threatned, 
if it be not repented of and mortifie&: 


nor canſt thou hope that theſe ſins will 
be put away, unleſs thou follow the me- 
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be ſaved, and I do ſomething towards it; 
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14 Thie Vanity of 

thods which God hath directed for that end: 
He will not convert thee as a brute that re- 
gards nothing, though he muſt conſider thy 


_ weakneſs as a ſinner, and therefore exert his 
power by the means thou attendeſt. 


1. Young people are ſubjett 10 folly. The 


ſpirit brands our tender years with this 


crime: Prov. xxii. 15. Folly is bound up 
in the beart of a child. Is this limited to 
children? no, A young man void of under- 
ſtanding, is too often ſeen, Prov. vii. 7. 
Fhis fault is not a want of that wiſdom 
which is unexpected from your age; but 
it is ſuch a folly, as in your years might 
have been healed: And it's made up of 
blindneſs and miſtakes, againſt that light 
which God hath afforded uu. 

| God hath given you reaſon to govern 
your ſelves by, you are under the means of 
wiſdom, whereby you may know your 
true end, and the proper means to that 
end. Nevertheleſs, moſt young  perfons 
are fools. Doſt not thou place thy intereſt 
in things which are vain and deſtructive! 
Doſt thou not think jollity thy only hea- 


ven, and the pleaſing thy luſts the only 


real paradiſe? What 1s enjoying God, or 
glorifying God to thee? Theſe are things 
thou art unacquainted with , and uncon- 


cerned for. 


O27. Perhaps thou wilt ſay, 1 defire to 


how 


bg 
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CAHILDHOO DA, YouTH. y 
hew then do I miſtake my end or means? 
Anfw. (1.) I fear thou doſt not Know what 
it is to be ſaved: Salvation with thee is on- 
ly being kept out of hell, as a- place of tor- 
ment, when thou haſt finn'd thy fill; but 
there is little more to commend heaven to 
thee. If there be not vain ſports, revelling, 
and the like carnal enjoyments; thou canſt 
not tell how heaven ſhould be a happy ſtate, 
though better than hell. But is not this the 
groſſeſt folly? What, to think that ſalva- 
tion, which contains no viſion of God, no 
rfect holineſs. of heart, no full comfor- 
mity to Chriſt, no raviſning ſenſe or com- 


munications of the divine Love, no hand in 


God's praiſes? Fooliſh youth! There's no 
heaven but what principally includes theſe; 
that is not. ſalvation which wants any of 
theſe. Let me aſk thee, art not thou foo- 
liſh, if thou judgeſt ſalvation to be what it 


is not? Art thou not fooliſh to think it to 


be another thing than God deſcribeth it to 
be? Art thou not a fool, that fancieſt that 
cannot be a happy ſtate, unleſs it wants 
what all good men account to be happi- 
neſs? And unleſs it includes ſuch wicked 
and brutiſi things as heaven muſt keep 
and: cleanſe us from? O poor creature! 
thus fobliſh do thy notions of eternal life 
diſcover %% 
(2.) Thy folly appeareth, in that thou 
fancieſt thou canſt be ſaved in another 
n „„ -- way, 


_ 
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= as that which leads to it. Se 


vince thee of this, conſider that 
5 ] Chriſt. is the principal way to life, 
Jobn xiv. 8. He as a Prieſt, by ring up 
himſelf] merited life for ſuch i repent, be- 
lieve, and obeyhim: He as a Prophet teach 
eth men the author, means; and nature of: 
the terms of life: He as King applies his pur- 
chaſe by the Spirit, ſubdues impediments, 
fits the ſoul for, and judicially admits it: into 
glory. Now, child! Poſt thou hope to live 
for ever, and neglect Chriſt? Is it not folly 
to expect life anddeſpiſe a Saviour, yea, tram- 
ple his blood under thy feet? Is it not folly 
to hope to be ſaved by Chriſt, and yet believe 
the devil rather than him, and prefer the do- 
minion of others before his government? 
[2.] Faith, repentance and holinefs, are a 
to heaven, ſubordinate ro Ckriſt: I: 
fay, ſubordinate to Chriſt, for they could not 
fave thee but fora Chriſt; ſinnerꝭ had never 
obtained them, but by x Chriſt; ande they 
tend to fave as tliey refer. to Chriſt, whoſe 
atonement is the only purchaſi "SP Price. ; 
But yet they are a way to life: No man 
Mall ever get to heaven without them, 
Chriſt hath reſolved without faith, no man 
Mall have pardon by His merits, and. there- 
fore all the ſavingly enlightned do delten, 
that they may be juſtified, Gal. ii 16. 
appoints. us to ræpent, that our fins 
may be blotted: tp" when the times of rr. 
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Feſsing ſhall come, Acts iii. 19. and limits 


the 4 Ws the ſa ved 70 rh as obey Bim, 
Heb. EY, 

Now young man, is it not folly in thee 
to expect heaven, when. thou haſt nothing 


which Chriſt hath inſtituted as a means of 


that glory? Doth he as our law. giver de- 
clare that he will and muſt ſuſpend thy ſal- 
vation till thou believe; and wilt thou 
madly ſay, he will fave me though I do 
not believe; Doſt thou know what he'll 
do better than oindelt? --: : 

Yea, your folly is greater, in that Chriſt 
hath not only ſuſpended life on theſe condi- 


tions, but he hath expreſsly declared, that 
they ſhall for ever periſh, that do not in 
theſe things ſubmit to him; and 10 thou 


art confident. 
What greater folly, than for an ooltbly 


one to look for glory, when God faith, 
without holineſs no man ſhall ſee 


Is it not folly: to 

remain 1mpenitent, and yet be in hopes of 
heaven? When Chriſt faith, except you re- 
pent you ſhall all likewiſe per iſh, Luke xii. 3. 


Will not you own your madneſs, that 


look*d for life in your diſobedience, when 
you ſhall hear our Lord faying, Slay tve/e 


mine enemies, that would wot bat I "ould 


reign over them? Luke xix. 27. Is it not 


an es d rule _ the goſpel, be that 
_ B 5 . believeib 


the Lord, 
Heb. xu, 14. And all the wicked ſball be turn. 
ed into hell? Pſal. ix. 17. 


18 Tie VANITY of 
delieveth not, ſhall be damned? Mark xvi. 16. 
Unbelief and hell are certainly connected, 
as faith and heaven. ö 
 (3.) Thy folly appears yet more, in that 
thou fancieſt thou canſt be ſaved in a wa 
contrary to ſalvation, and certainly leading 
to hell. 1 
Would ſt not thou judge him a fool, that 
intending for Dover, yet chuſeth the road 
to York f Are not they fools, who deſiring 
kealth, refuſe phyfick, and take nothing 
but poiſon? Thy behaviour exceeds the 
groſſeſt of theſe inſtances. 1 
What bars any one from heaven, but 
the dominion of ſin? And that conſcience 
juſtly chargeth thee with: Doth not God 
declare, that to be carnally minded is death ? 
Rom. viii. 6. Thou art ſo minded, and 
yet expecteſt life. Is not God expreſs, that 
uo whoremonger, nor unclean perſon, nor cor 
vetous, hath any inheritance in the kingdom 
F God? Eph. v. 5. And alſo that the 
abominable , and all liars, fhall have their 
part in the lake that burneth with fire and 
brimſtone Rev. xx. 1. Is. he not as poſt- 


tive, that 70 fornicator, reviler, thief, or 


drunkard, can be ſaved? 1 Cor. vi. What 
can be plainer, than that in being ſuch as 
theſe thou deſtroyeſt thy ſelf? Theſe vices 
lead to deſtruction, and God warns thee 
againſt fooliſh ſelf-deceit, by hoping for 
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Oh ſottiſn youth! will theft, drunken- 
neſs ,-ſwearing , profaneneſs, think you, 
lead to heaven, after all theſe diſcoveries 
of God's reſolves? What will damn thee, 
if ſuch vices will not? Who can be damn- 
ed if thou be ſaved? Will a provoked God 
lie for thy ſake? No, no, his threats will 
take hold of thee, notwithſtanding thy filly 
dreams. 

Children, you ſee I have deſcribed. the 
folly of all young ones, who are wicked. 
I have choſen this great inſtance, viz. They 


. miſtake their true happineſs, and the way 


to it. | 

I might open this great ſore beyond this : 
Alas | Young people are generally ignorant 
of God, and themſelves ;. they know nei- 
ther good nor evil aright ; they commend 
what they, ought to diſpraiſe; they chuſe 
what they ſhould reject ; they make a mock 
of the greateſt miſchiefs, as ſin and hell; 
they. rarely underſtand men, or know how 
to carry it aright for this World, or for 


eternity; they miſtake truth for error, are_ 


governed by appearances rather than reali- 
ties. Where. ſhall I ſtop if I intend a full. 
attempt of the folly of youth? 

Queſt. What ſhall I. hi am young do to 


heal nie of my folly ? 


Anſw. [ I. 7 Beg wiſdom * God by fer- 
vent prayer, James i. 5. Tf any f you lack 
e le. him 4 it 45 Cod, &c. Thou 

wanteſt 


26 de mir 
wanteſt wiſdom, thou art bid te aſla it: Thou 
art enconraged: to aſſe; for he giveth it to 
ſuch as'aſk, yea, he gives liberally, and he 
will not upbraid thee with thy paſt folly, 
when thou ferteft' thy ſelf to get wiſdom. 
Nothing: will heal thy folly: but wildom, 
anda prayerleſs creature is never like to ob- 
tain it: Therefore preſs thy ſout with the 
ſenſe of its want, and A the lovelineſs 
and neceffity of wiſdom :' Tkis wilt help 
thee to ſtrong deſires, which are fervent 
prayers. O child! Wilt thou be a fool 
for want of praying? Shall God fay, here's 
a youth void of wiſdom, becauſe he woe 
not aſk it? 
3 Study and believe the ſcriptures. 1 

thy judgment be directed by the word, it 
will be ſound; that gives underſtanding unto 
the fimple, Pfal. cxix. 130: Be fure you learn. 
to read, and when you can read, read the 
feriptures moft. There you muſt learn to 
think aright of God: They will teach thee 
what 'the will of God is ; the way of fal- 
vation is there diſcovered; from cheek thou 
haſt the trueſt account of ſin, and holineſs. 
In the written promiſes thou wilt know 
what to hope for, in the threatnings what 
thou ſhouldſt fear, in the commandments. 
what thou muſt do, in the reyealed doctrines 
what thou ſHouldſt believe. Come, children, 
you are allowed to learn the ſeriptures. Ti- 
alk i commended. for knowing the ſerip- 


„ . ' tures 
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res from a child. 2 Tim: ii T5. 

you. theſe, there is nothing needful for 4 
Christian which is tot. contained therein: 
Every thing at to ſalvation is doubtful,” 
whiclr is not deduced from theſe. ' 

[3.] Suſpect thy firſt thoughts; and never 
be governed by thy fancy. If thy ſudden 
imaginations be right, they will en- 

ry; if they be wrong, they need a- 
mendment. Ordinarily the- firſt ef 
proceed from vanity ; and ſhall that 
ſoribe when life and death depend on 55 
refolves? nay, How knoweft thou but 
thar they be fatan's whiſpers which thou 
executeſt, when fancy is thy guide? For: 
he ſpeaks to- the foul by Imprefting the 


E 1 


4. Converſe ik the godly wife, an 
iki) obſerve and lay up their ſayings and 
examples. The word tells us, he that 
walketh- with wife men ſhall be wiſe; but 
the 1 of fools ſhall be deſtroyed, Pioy: 
X11, Their ſpeeches will inſtruct, 
their pratice will allure imitation ; where- 
as ill company will debauch thy mind, and 
nouriſh thy lufts. Prudent perſons will 
Jadge thy temper by thy affociates ; well 
knowing, thou: art already, or wilt cer- 
—_ be, what thy chofen 797 


"T6 ] Defi ign all Knowledge in order to pra- 
Rice, and live up to the light thou re- 
| ceiveſt. 
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* He that in facred how 6 _ up 
with notions. for notions fake, is as truly a 
fool as if he knew nothing. Ir? . 
judgment that makes us. ſpiritually wiſe, 
when other knowledge will 8873 Vite gur 
ſin and woe. 

On young man wilt thou ay . wil. 
dom, thou art my ſiſter ? Prov. vii. 4. Wilt 
thou caſt. off folly with indignation, „ 28 
thy great diſeaſe? "Should you be fond of 
that which ſin introduced , and will. ob- 
ſtruct your healing while it ' prevails? Fol- 
ly is I bane 5. intellectual beings, and 
that's of the worſt ſort which guides ow 
practice, Folly is the root of all y 
other ſins. Wert thou ſpiritually . — 4 
thy work were more than half done; and 
methinks thou ſhouldſt not be. hardly per- 
ſuaded to get wiſdom. Child! Wouldſt 
thou be 0 9 to be an idiot? Surely no: 
Every one pitieth ſuch a- one, and is too apt 
to laugh at him. But I tell thee, to be 
a fool as to eternal things, is much worſe 
than to be an idiot: The idiot hath. few, 
if any agtual fins to anſwer for, but thou 
haft many. There may be hopes of. an. 
idiot's ſalvation, eſpecially if he be. the 
child of a believer : but if thou remain 
ſpiritually. a fool, there's no hope of thee, 
though both thy parents were 1 beſt of 
people. All folly is the blemiſn of human 
nature, but ſpiritual 1 moſt of any. 


2. Tourg 
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D 2. Young people are ſubjeũ to inconſide- 
a xateneſs. and raſbneſi. How hard is tt to 
il 


make you think or lay the greateſt _ 
5 to heart? Neither danger, nor duty, de 
ir young ones apply to themſelves. Would 
not the conſciences of moſt of you agree 
2 | with my accuſation, if I tell thee child, 
it and thee young man or woman, thou art 
a8 under God's wrath, but wilt not conſider 
of it? Thou doſt not meditate on the way 
d- of recovery, though it be at great expence 
1 rovided: Chriſt died for thee, but thou 
ad. faſt not ſpent one hour in the contempla- 
ur tion of him. Thou. art loth to think 
ur. - what thy ways are, whether good or bad; 
ſe, or thy ſtate, whether ſafe or dangerous, 
nd How few young ones here have ſeriouſly 
er- | aſked themſelves, Am I born again or no? 
aſt What will my fins bring me to?. What evil 
oO: is there in my ſins? When I muſt ſtand at 
pt God's tribunal. to- be judged, what ſhall I 
be anſwer? What is like to be the iſſue? How 
rle. ſhall 1 dwell with everlaſting, burnings ?. 
W., It's too commonly with others as it was 
o with that young man, He goeth after her 
an ſtraigbiway, (or ſuddenly) as an ox goeth 
the to the ſlaughter, till a dart firike through his 
ain liver: As a. bird haſteth. to the ſuure, and 
ee, knoweth. not. that it is for his life, Prov. vii. 
t of 22, 23, He took not time to think what 
nan would be the iſſue of. ſin : Unavoidable tor- 

meat gives the firſt proſpe& of his dane 
ung | 5 SL ger > 
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24 The Vanity of 
j hen comſideration would have repre- 
ted this miſery; as a guard againſt ſin, 
| eren white temptarion ſollicited. 

Det What ſhall I, a young one do, 
| to Wer me from this inconſiderateneſs ? 

In general, ſtrive to conſider, 
and Bind thy mind: to fuitable and: fixed 
thoughts. To this end, 


(i.) Do not at anytime allow dythoughts | 


o wander unaceountably. It's hard to con- 
fine them at any time, when they uſually 
rove. It's a great help for this world, and 
for another, to have our thoughts manage- 
able; and our ſouls capable of being eaſily 
fixed in their contemplations. Whenever 
thou thinkeſt, be able to ſay, what I think 
of is worth a thought. 

(2.) Awe thy 
of the things rhou oughteſt to conſider, 
If be ſoul-matters, they be of the 
higheft nature; and they 
concern to thee; tell thy ſelf, life and 
death depends on theſe: If ſin have do- 
minion over me, I ſhall die: If I am not 
born again, I cannot enter into the kingdom 
of God, John iii. 5. And ſhall I lightly 
think of theſe? What's all the wor = 
me, if I periſh for ever? Things divine, 
things on which eternity depends, muſt be 
conſidered, Oh my foul ! Wilt, yea dareft 
thou refuſe to dwell on theſe, which thou 
wert made for, which thou muſt ſhortly 

| converſe 


oul with the importance 


be of greateſt 
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conver fe with, as the only :realitie ities, whes þ 
ther thou wilt'or nor RIF "cok BN FI 
(3.) Get ſo much knowledge. of what 
thou ſhouldſt conſider, as that thou mayſt 


be able to repreſent it to thy mind in 
ſome evidence, It's hard to conſider long 
of what we little know; if it be of God, 
be not unacquainted with his nature; if it 
be of ſin, be not ignorant of arguments 
to diſſuade from it, and a ſenſe: of what 
aggravateslitꝭ i %... 

(A.) Learn to diſcourſe with thy ſelf,, and 
to urge things upon thy heart: This will 
fix thy thoughts, and bring things with 
ſome due impreſſion on the heart. If thou 
canſt not debate the matters inwardly, ſpeak 


outwardly. with thy tongue, as if two per- 
ſons were in talk together. What, ſhall I 


loſe my ſoul: for a luſt? Muſt not I, if 


God's word be true, rue my preſent courſe? 


It's God's charge that you commune with. 
your own hearts, Pſal. iv. 4. he can neither 
be true nor profitable to himſelf, who ſel-- 
dom ſpeaks to himſelf... © 
*(5.) Take fit time and place to debate, 
and apply things of moſt concern, and 
bring things to a concluſion, Great 
things muſt not be determined by a few 
thoughts ; for fo thou wilt neither paſs a 


right' judgment, nor yet be duly affected. 


Neither are ſerious matters: becomingly 
conſidered in a erowd; or when thou 1 
8 unfit 
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coming to a concluſion, cannot fix thy 


ent, or govern thy will and practice. 
— if 59 matter thought of; be a 
doubt, preſs it to a reſolution; if it be a 
duty, conſider all arguments, till thy will 
be fixedly determined to do it; if it be a 
fin which thou layeſt to heart, ceaſe not 
repreſenting the evil and danger of it, be- 
fore thou feeleſt thy ſelf reſolved againſt 
it, and a ſtrong indignation kindled to ſup- 
port that reſolve... - 

Will you reſolve to follow theſe rules? 
Will you ſtrive to manage your thoughts, 
and ſhew your ſelves willing to be conſi- 
derate? I am ſure thou wilt not refuſe, if 
thou haſt a mind to chuſe aright, to walk 
ſafely, or to have the benefit of what God 


| hath afforded by natural light, revelation, 


or . providence ,. to govern; mankind by. 
Yea, young man, it's impoſſible to be 
truly religious, or to-anſwer the great ends. 
of religion, without conſidering. . Oh then! 
Ponder the path of thy: feet, maturely deli- 
berate on ching; that thy thoughts are due 
tO. 

3. Toung, people are ſubjet to be Minate 
as heady. This is one of your diſeaſes ; 
you break through reſtraints, and are re- 

ardleſs of advice: Intreaties avail little: 
ea, children, though you be compared to 


tender rige, do you not diſcoyer much ftub- 


bornneſs 2 


from thy deſtructive courſe, but thou paſ- 


but thou art fearleſs, and ſeemeſt to ſay, I 
will fin ſtill, let come what will of it: 70 
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bornneſs? Parents command, but you are 
difobedient ; they correct, but you remain 
obſtinate; they perſuade and intreat you 
to be ſober, but yon are ſtill vain : Maſters 
reprove, you are ſtill the ſame : Miniſters 
importunately call thee (oh young man 


ſeſt on, and ſhutteſt thy ears againſt the 
word. Conſcience oft fpeaks, and repre- 
ſents thy guilt, but thou ſeemeſt reſolved 
on thy own ruin : Yea, God ſtands in thy 
way, as the angel with a drawn fword ; 


xv. 26. Let guilt grow, let God ftrike, let, 
my ſoul pen, all theſe ſhall not alter me. 
Oh poor ſtripling! how ſoon 
can God undo thee how foon fl. 
will hell torments break thy ſto- %“ 
mach! And wilt thou ſtill be like he wild 
aſs which ſnuffeth up the wind, and in her 
occaſion, who can turn her away ? Jer. ii. 
24. How canſt thou, child, endure to 
hear thy parents groan, — I perſuade 
my child ro be good, but I cannot prevail ; 
I would inſtruc him, but he is unteachable? 


Woe is me, I have brought forth for the 


deſtroyer, when this my child was born: I 
ſee him running hell-ward, and- cannot re-' 
ſtrain him; I tremble to think from his 
ſetting out, what he is like to come to: 
Oh that the fruit of my body ſhould diſ- 
| 5 honour - 
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honour God, as he is, like. to do! that he 
ſhould. do the, miſchiefs, I foreſee he will! 


If God. change not his heart, he may come 


to am untimely: end., and. is ſure to be 
damned for ever! Oh that I had been writ- 
ten.childleſs! Canſt thou be unmoved, and 
ſhll.perverſe? 
Queſt; How. ſhall a young: perſon be 
cured of this obſtinateneſs ? Fl 
_ (2.) Get thy heart poſſeſſed of a holy fear: 
Reg of God a heart that is in awe of him; 
a. heart that reverenceth thy parents and 
ſuperiors; a heart afraid of fin, and trem- 


bling at hell, and all other puniſnments due 


to ſin. Fearleſſneſs is a great ground of ob- 
ſtinacy: Young; man, theſe. deſerve fear; 
God hath put this paſſion. into thy nature, 
to make thee governable. What horrid, 


madneſs is. it, not to fear a God who is a 
Heb. xii. 29. Not to fear 
hell and miſery, which will; force thee to 


cunſuming fire * 


weep. and wail, and gnaſb thy teeth for ever? 
4g xxii. 13. What confuſion and diſor- 
der is it among mankind, that inferiors are 
wholly fearleſs of their ſuperiors; eſpecial- 
ly ſinful worms of a dreadful God? 


( .) Believe the kindzeſs.of theſe, againſt 
whom thou art. obſtinate, and ſtir up ſome 


grateful, returns of love. to them. Thy 


perverſeneſs implies, that thou; laveſt not 
thy, adviſers. ;, nor thinkeſt that they have: 


any lave. to thee, when they adviſa * 
7 Te ut, 


— 


But, young boy, I would mind thee to 


day, that it is from love all theſe appofed . 


admonitions do proceed. Doth not God 
love thee, who made thee, ho put fuch 
bowels in thy parents, towards thee? Poth 
he not love thee, who gives thee all the good 
thou enjoyeſt? Who fpares thee, and intreat- 
eth thee, month after month, when he 


might have fent thee to hell at fitſt, with- 


out amy loſs to himfelt ? 

Doth not "Chriſt ' love ' thee, oh child, 
who gave his life for thee, when thou 
wert an undone enemy to him; who ſent 
his Spirit to ſtrive with thee, his goſpel 
to offer mercy to thee, his miniſters and 
others to teach thee, as foon as thou couldſt 
underſtand any thing? Muſt not he love 
thee, young man, who rap; with God, 
ready to cut thee down, Lord, let him alone 


this year toger ? Luke + xiii. 8. Doth not 


he love thee, that weeps over thee, when 
he finds thee unperſuadable; and this, be- 


cauſe he knows the woful anguiſh thy con- 


tempt will end in? 
Do not thy parents love thee? Oh 


think at what care and pains thy father is at 


for thy livelihood'! Think of the tender 
bowels of thy mother, what ſorrow ſhe 
hath felt, what fears ſhe is in, when thou 


art in danger; what tears ſhe poureth forth 
when thou art ſick, and how it goeth: to 


her heart to correct thee, 1 might "ns 
p 
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all others love thee who adviſe thee to be 


Well, young body! Canſt thou chuſe tl 

but think that the reproofs of theſe muſt if t 

roceed from love? And art thou ſuch a ſavi 

rute as not to love them at all? What! cer! 

not love thy God who is ſo good to thee; ly K 

not love thy Chriſt, who bled out his ſoul tha 

in love to thee? What ! not love thy father 1 as 

and mother, to whom thou art ſo indebted? | me 

Wouldſt thou be fo requited, when thou ast 

haſt children? 2 ( 

Oh. I hope I. do love God, Chriſt, and be 

my parents, I am not ſuch a devil, andi KW joy 

N hink they love me. | | Ho 

Anfw. What! love them, and be obſti- WW my 

nate againſt their intreaties? Love them, and 

and be diſobedient in things they moſt in- den 

fiſt on? God and Chriſt account them ene- | con 

Fo mics, (Luke xix. 27.) that are rebels; and my 
F puts it plainly to thee, F you love me, keep m 

} b 2 | my 

\ my commandments, John xiv. 15. As if he WW „ 

ſhould ſay, Never fancy or talk that you and 

love me, unleſs you will obey me. Thy | -/ 

3 maſons, if they be pious, will reduce thy | thai 

| ove to the ſame inſtances: Thus thy mo- is | 

| ther beſpeaks thee ; bat my ſon, and the not 

ſon of my womb, and what: the ſon of my vine 

vors! give not thy ſtrength to women, Prov. but 

| xxxi. 2, 3, And ſo ſhe, ver. 4, 5. forbids the. 

drunkenneſs. Thy father charges thee, my tho 

child, bear the inſtructions of a father : 5 cea 

„„ 47 
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thy heart retain my words, keep my comma 


ments, and live; get wiſdom, 8c. 8 


1.4. They will both intreat thee; child, 
if thou haſt any love for us, keep from ſin; 
ſave thy ſelf from hell; we are moſt con- 
cerned to ſee thee a real ſaint, and*eternal- 
1y glorious : We'll bear any thing rather 
than ſin ; we are afraid for nothing ſo much 
as thy ſoul ; if thou deſtroy that, thou 
ſheweſt the greateſt hatred, and art as cruel 
as thou canſt be unto us. 

Canſt thou think thou loveſt them, and 
be thus perverſe? Nay, if thou think they 
love thee, that muſt cauſe ſome relentings : 
How can I run ſo croſs to my God, and to 
my parents, who 10 dearly love my ſoul, 
and are ſo ſolicitous for its weal? My har- 
dened heart begins to yield, and I cannot 
continue obſtinate 3 my love to them, and 
my ſenſe of their love to me, do overpower 
my ſtubborn ſpirit. 

(3.) Be perſuaded of thy own ignorance 
and unfitneſs to direct thy ſelf. 


A proud concelt, that you know better 


than any what is for your good or harm, 
is included in an obſtinate frame. Doſt 
not thou think, that if thou wert con- 


| vinced thate God bids thee do nothing, 


but what were for thy good, nor forbids 
thee any thing but what is for th Reſin, 
thou wouldſt do what he commanded, and 
ceaſe from what he forbids ? And would it 

| not 


- 
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not be che ſame as to thy W d MY 


Let me then reaſon with thee, y man 


Doſt thou think thy God would deceive 


thee, or thy; alc and miniſters would 
lie to thee, w they diſſuade thee from 
ſin, and perſuade thee to ſerious piety, and 
are ſo earneſt in it? Thou muſt conclude 
they. think as they ſay: If they be not mi- 
ſtaken, they would encourage me to do as 


1 do; but if I be miſtaken, I nant, and 


would do as they adviſe. 

Then, creature, the matter is 
brought t to this; thou art obſtinate againſt 
counſel, becauſe thou art in the right, 
and they that give thee counſel are in the 
wrong: They, as thou thinkeſt, adviſe 
thee to thy loſs, and all things ſet together, 
thou conſulteſt thy own true e Batter 
than they do. 

But is not this a very 1 vain conceit and 
capital error? Oh child! ſure thou art not 
wiſer than thy holy, parents! they know 
more than thou, they have experienced 
what thou haſt not; they and thy maſters 
are forced to teach thee the little things 
of this life; thou wouldſt ſoon ſpoil and 
kill thy ſelf, if they left thee to thy own 
management. 


F:#0 2 
Oh young men and women! are not 
you ſordidly fooliſn? Can you imagine you 
know what God will do with you, better 
than he knows it? Do you; know what 


you 
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3? you muſt loſe by ſin, and ſuffer for fin, bet- 
! ter than God knows ? Tou judge by a ſhort, 
e moment, but he ſees what eternity is. You 
Id conclude from what your. body now feels; 
but he knows: what thy ſoul is, and what 
; himſelf ! is to the ſoul, whether i in wrath or 
love. He knows what the glory of heaven, 
and terrors of hell amount to. Thou con- 
| dudelt by the fancy, but he paſſeth a juſt. 
| judgment, which every one will ſoon ſub- 
| mit to; therefore I do beg thee to diſtruſt 
| thy ſelf, as ever thou ook fave thy ſelf. 
| Conkider, all the good men in the world 
vere conceited as thou art now, but, they 
have repented, and owned their folly: 
When they came to their right minds, 

then they came to be of God's mind. Tea, 
all the wicked will be convinced of their mi- 
ſtake z Why elſe will they wail and mourn 
for ever? If it be beſt 25 be in hell, why 
| ſhould, they always complain there? The 
pr zal thought he was wiſe when he riot- 
ke xv. 17, 18. but repentance aſſured 

bn that he had been mad. 

Young folk, have you never ſeen 5 * 
ved ſinners, even in ſickneſs and poverty, 
roar out, and mourn at the laſt, ſay ing, 
25 How have T bated e P Prov. v. 12. 
not Confider how unlikely is it, chat thy 


you || opinion. is truer than thy holy maſter, or 
eter I miniſter? Thy 


# Thy Inf fockenghy mand: They 
what Taye, all che wile pars * e on their 


"ms 


14 * A vn *r F 


fide. - "hou canſt remember dete wert as 
confident of other thing 8, which now thou 
ſeeſt to be falſe, as they told thee then. 
Thou ſometimes now condemneſt thy ſelf 
for thy courſe, when thy finful inclinati- 
ons are calmed.” When thou wert ſick, 
thou didft own that thy looſe way , thy 
irreligious way was thy folly : And Ver all 
theſe wilt thou bear it out? Muſt that be 
thy character, the fo ragetb, and is confi. 
FRA while thou knows, of 47 whit tho ſtum⸗ 
beſt ? Prov. xiv; 16 Muſt this be:written 
on the grave-ſtone, be [ball die without in- 
Proton? and in the greatneſs f his folly he 
went aftray ? Prov. v. 23. 
5 4.) Acknowledge thou art one under do- 
minion, and not at ay own « poſal. 1, Peo- 
ple refuſe ro be ſubj 25 frost Chet that 
They havea right! 16 8⁰⁰ yern't retpſelves.” 1s 
not this your caſe? Gow lips' are our pwn, who 
1s Lord over us Pfal. Xii: 2. therefore 1 
will lie, Hear, talk Frothily, let! who will 
contradict. 
But, Child, ten canſt tell WS jk 
thee, it was God; and ſhould not he that 
made thee govern thee ?  Ought not the 
creature to obſerve the laws which his 
Creator gives him? Noe thou haft k 
> wit b 0 BY ds 9 baugh 
thee his bl gal 
bord his domini ods wy 5 
e. d, thi he mig bite” Lord C5 
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| the dead and liuing, Rom. xiv. 9. Thou 

1 75 therefore the moſt unjuſt of rebats; if 
thou art an obſtinate ſinne. 
Thy parents, thy maſters, thy miniſters, 
have an authority over thee; and diſobeying 
their juſt commands and calls, is a renoun- 
cing an authority thou ſhouldſt own, and 
uſurping a power, to which thou haſt no 
claim. A maſterleſs child, a maſterleſs 
youth is a ſlave under pretence of liberty; 
and doubleth his yoke while he ſeeks to 
break it. Therefore know, young folk, 
you'll find God a terrible judge, whom 
you rejected as a lawgiver, He'll vindicate - 
his own authority, and the deputed au- 
thority of your parents, by the ſoreſt ven- 
geance. Eternal chains ſhall hold that 
youth, which would break God's eaſy 
bands. | 0 * 
If any of you ſay, I do own God to be my 
ruler and maſter, conſider God's challenge z 

| If 1 be a maſter, where is my fear, ſaith the 
Lord God of hoſts? Mal. i. 8. 
To finiſh this, how many ſturdy, reſo- 
lute young people are here? Will none of 
your. knees tremble? Will love melt no 
heart? Will a ſenſe of God's ſkill to dire&, 
and authority to command, bend no ſtub- 
born will this day? Dare any child or young 
perſon go hence, and ſay, I have been it 4 
necked, and will be ſo; nor will I follow 
theſe. rules to os more n : 


- 
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If thou haſt the impudence to do thus, 1 
have God's warrant to tell thee, Thou ſhalt 

ſuddenly be deſtroyed, and that without remedy, | 
Prov. xxix. EO . ͤ K 

4. Young people are ſubjef? to anger and 
violent ps hag Children are apt to be 

peeviſh and croſs; young men to be full 
of rage: The verſe before the text may be 

rendred, oh young man, put away: anger 

from thy beart, How ſoon is the fire kind- 
led, how fervently doth it blaze? Toung 


perſons are oſt angry with their beſt friends, 


even for what they ſhould be thankful; 
they are incenſed too frequently without a 


uſe, and are ſo haſty, as not to ſearch 


the reaſon. Slight matters are with them 


great provocations; and moderation in 
their reſentments they diſdain. And no 
wonder, for thy reaſon is darkened from 
ſeeing the fatal conſequences of thy fury. 


Laſting enmities, quarrels, murthers, are 


too frequently the effects of this inordinate 
fervour. e | 
Dis, | * Young man! is this a thing al- 
2 lowable? Conſider with thy ſelf, 
anger is a ſhort madneſs. Thou 
loſeſt the management of thy own ſoul; 
whence our Lord commands, in patient 
V your ſoul, Luke XRi. 19. An Over - 
heated ſpirit is void of prudence, and ſure 
to procure bitterneſs to it ſelf, God faith, 
He that is ſoon angry dealeth fookſoly an 
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truly, he that is very angry is next to mad 
he looks, he ſpeaks, he acts too near a lu- 
| natick. A paſſionate man is at the merc 

of any deſigning foe, and by indulging his 
| anger becomes his own tormentor. How 
uneaſy to his family, how dangerous to him- 
ſelf, how unfit for counſel, how trouble- 
ſome to his friends, how enſnaring and in- 
fecting to ſociety, is a paſſionate man? May 
not I hope, you young ones will be out 
of Iove with anger? It unmans you, though 
it ſeems brave: It makes you contemptible 
with the wiſe; 1 Tim. vi. 11. But above 
all, argue with your ſelves, this my God 
| forbids me; Let all bitterneſs, wrath. and 
anger be put away, Eph. iv. 31. This 


n vil unfit me for the viſits of the Spirit, 
who loves a calm temper, 1 Tim. li. 8. 
5 and therefore appoints meekneſs, ( James 


i. 21.) as a qualification for communion with 
Ae him in his ordinances. How lovely is pa- 
mate BY tience 3 it's the height of fortitude? Yea, 
| God faith, he that rules his ſpirit, is bet- 


g 1 | ter than he that takes a city: And be that is 
5 e to anger, than the mighty ? Prov. xvi. 

4 1 32. In a word, a meek and quiet ſpirit 
foul: is an ornament, and deſcribes one bleſſed, 
aten Mat. v.5. How amiable is a patient child! 
w he is more beloved by all than a froward 
f 1 ene. How excellent is that young man 
fait oho is maſter of his paſſion? He is armed 

| = againſt ſudden aſſaults; he is fit for great 


; C 3 ſeryices 
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gerous paſſag es of his life. 


Anſtw. (1.) In general, get the grace of 
patience, and delightfully accuſtom thy 
ſelf to the exerciſe of it as thy glory, 


and not prone to thoſe diſlikes, which 


- him. He was humble, meek, lowly, and 
patient under the greateſt provocations. 


If thou haſt any part in him, he hath 


4 40 Reckon on proyocations, and be ſtill 


ſervices and ſufferings 3 he. is fit to uſe the 
knowledge he hath attained in the moſt dan- 


- Queſt, What ſhall a young perſon do to 
be healed of anger, and nnruly paſſions ? 


and no way a reproach : But more parti- 
cularly, | . | 

;  (2.) Get thy heart filled with love to God 
and man. Love to God will encline thee 
to imitate him, who is long - ſuffering, flow 
to anger, full of love, and good to all, Luk: 
xvi. 35, Love to man will encline thee 
to interpret all to the beſt; afraid to hurt 
him, willing to benefit and forgive him; 


are unſuitable to thy fellow creature; _. 
eſpecially if the image of Chriſt be en- 
ſtamped on him, as you ſee, 1 Cor. xiii. 
42 5» 7. 5 3 

(3. ) Often preſent to thy ſoul the exam **2% 
ple of thy Saviour, and ſtrive to imitate , 


He calls thee to learn of bim, Mat. xi. 29. 


formed thy ſoul to ſome degree of imita- 
tion, and to endeavour after more, 1 Jobi 


iv. | 17. 


armed 
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armed againſt them. Thy down carriage is 
not fo inoffenſive, nor are thy acquaintance 
ſo innocent, but that thou oughteſt to ex- 
pedb fofne: triils ñ to expect them, and be 
unguarded, is folly ; neither is it poſſible to 

event anger when wholly unprepared: 

Therefore awe thy ſoul — aſſion, and 
acciſtbra t 
are fit to reſtrain thy ſpirit. 

5.) Be humbly convinced . how mean, 
Gatal, and ill-deſerving a creature thou arc. 
Contention is from pride, Prov. xiii. 10. 
and he is fondly conceited of himſelf, who 
thinks he ought to bear nothing; whereas 
a due ſenſe of thy now nothingneſs, and of- 
fenſiveneſs to God, will make thee fit to 
endure much; eſpecially conſidering, thy 
provocations from men may be the hum- 
bling rebukes of thy God, who muſt for- 
give thee great things, if he caſt thee not 
into hell it ſelf. Yet whoſe decree it is, i 


Jon do not forgive, neither will he Forgive your 


N Ireſpaſſes, Mark xi. 26. 


(6.) Allow not thy froward f ſpirir a 7 


| ty, even where thou haſt moſt power and 


freedom. He that is not pettiſh at home, 


| will not be.paſſionate abroad; whereas an- 


ger indulged among ſervants, and in trifles, 
will expoſe thee to its power, when more 
dingerous and indecent. 

:(7.) When thou feeleſt anger denn to 


kindle, forbeat to do or ſay any thing, till 


: C 4 thou 


hy mind to ſuch conſiderations as - 


drinking, ſleeping, and 
art put to learn, and thou art idle at thy 
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thou haſt well conſidered. ' The cauſe: of 


thy reſentments, if juſt, will abide the 
thoughts of a calm temper, and the ways 
of thy vindication are far likelier to be due; 


_ whereas, if the cauſe in it ſelf is too flight, 


or thy ſudden purpoſes are too ſevere to 
be approved, how dareſt thou take blind 
paſſion for thy guide? Thou muſt believe 
that the diſcretion of a man deferreib his anger, 
Prov. x1x. 11. - 7 QUTEL SE 155 
5. Young people are ſubject to idleneſs and 
waſte of time, It's a while before you are 
fit to learn, or do any thing; but when 
you are capable, how commonly are you 


remiſs and flothful? Were you left to your 


ſelves, what would you do befides eating, 


book; not learning in a week what thou 
mighteſt learn in a day, if diligent. Thou 


art a ſervant or apprentice, having work 


to do; but art thou not a waſter of that 
time, which is thy maſter's, and not thy 
own; and Toth to do the bufineſs incum- 
bent on thee? How little do moſt of our 
youth for this world, or for eternity? Sports 


and idleneſs eat up that ſeaſon, which is 


the beſt opportunity of life; and the cha- 
racter of moſt young people is to ſpend 
their time in doing nothing. Tou are idle 
in the duties of religion, and waſte that 
time you pretend to employ en 
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- You-are idle in your particular callings, as 


if you had no buſineſs as inhabitants of this 

lower world. | e 
Oh young people! how preci- 2 

ous is that time you do miſpend ? mipending of 

And how fad an account are you 

able to give of thoſe hours, that are not 

to be recalled ? Will it be comfortable in 


- this world to reflect on waſted time? 


Grown years will be full of theſe reflections: 
I might have been a ſcholar, my know- 
ledge had been improved, I had now been - 
fit to ſerve my country, and benefit my 
ſelf and family, had I been ſtudious in my 
youth : I might have underſtood my trade, 
been encouraged in my calling by others, 
and laid up for my ſubſiſtence, had I been 
diligent and induſtrious in my youth. But 
thoſe years are ſpent in folly, and now I am 
unteachable: My credit is gone; igno- 
rance, contempt and poverty, are my com- 
panions: Oh fooliſh I. = 
But, oh thou child! oh thou youth! 


| how much more uncomfortable on a death- 


bed, and in eternity, will thy idleneſs, and 


miſpent ſeaſons be, as they refer to thy 


| foul? I had a teachable time, but I die in 
{ ignorance of God and Chriſt, woe is me! 
the ſeafons of grace I.enjoyed are my tor-- 
ment now, becauſe I improved them not! 


TL hardened my heart by neglects in my ten- 


f der years: How have I trifled when I hea ed : 


C5 ſermons? 


what God would have thee do, Col. iii. 23. 


42 The Vanity of 


fermons? How have I mocked God by my 
Heepy prayers? How have I undone my 
own ſoul, by a fooliſh remiſſneſs in all my 

feeming Jabours for it? What can I ſhew 


for all the years I have lived? To what a 


caſe have my ſports, my idleneſs and vani- 
ty reduced me? © that I could recall my 
precious time! but that's impoſſible. Oh 
that I had profitably employed thoſe mil. 
pent ſeaſons! that's as vain a wiſh. Oh 
Then that I had never lived thofe days which 


I did not live; but finned away as afleep, or 


dead in pleafure | 1 Tim. v. 6. 

Dareſt thou, O young body, for a little 
preſent indulgence to thy fleſhly floth, en- 
certain thy ſelf hereafter with ſuch heart- 


piercing thoughts as theſe ?: 


2%eſt. How fhall a young perſon be heal- i 
ed of idleneſs and waſte of time! I 

Anſw. (I.) In general, abhor floth, and) 
tedeem time, Prov. xix. 15. Epb. v. 16. 5 

Sloth is a wicked unaptneſs for action, and 
very unſuitable to an active ſou]. Time not Þ 


redeemed- is miſpent 3 and when it is not 5 a 
applied to its proper work, it paſſeth away 
do no advantage. | 


| (2.) Enquire what is thy preſent work, ö 
6 be aſſured that what thou art about, | 


Every hour hath its buſineſs ; if what thou 
art about be not that bufinefs, meddle no 
vith. it, but find out what it is thou ovghtÞ 

5 £5 


. e this that bg am now a doing, 


; as he that 


* 
3 
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eſt to be employed in at that time. 
ction of duty is a ſpur to diligence, 


(3.) Still remember, that God who is thy 


Convi- 


owner, hath given thee thy abilities, and 


that time to do thy preſent work. God calls 
thee as by name, uſe my talents to this, 

which I have made thy preſent work; in 
this thou improveſt the ftock I lent thee ; 


| in this 1 will bleſs thee, and protect thee as 


one pleaſing to me; for this thou ſhalt not 
fail of a reward, Epb. vi. 5, 6, 7. 

. (4) Excite thy ſelf to do what thou art 
about with vigour, _ 

Engage thy ſtrength, call up the powers 


| of thy ſoul to activity; for the ſothful is bro- 


Idleneſs is 


ther to the wuſter, Prov. xvul. . 
2 degree of omiſſion in the affairs both of 


ſoul and body; for there is much undone 


that might — been done. 
(55.) To this end confider, God will call 


: thee to a ſtrict account, how thy work hath 


been periormed in that time which God 
affords meas: |: 
Tell thy ſelf, there's a time of ecken 
Or. a neg- 
jecting. The ſothful ſervant is in God's 
eſteem a wicked ſervant, Mat. xxv. 26. and 
he that hid bis tafent muſt periſh, as well 
miſpends it. The more good that 
might: have been done in ſuch a day, will 


| be obſerved, as well as what little hath 


been Gone in that day. Oh never forget, 
| That 


44 The VanriTy of (©. 
that vacant hours, and loiter'd moments 
are recorded with him who will not inſpect 

- dreamingly, what thy flothful ſpirit makes 
no account of. 

(6.) Remember that al thy works prepa- 
ratory for heaven, need an intenſe ſpirit, and: 
are confined:to a ſhort ſeaſon, - 

It's proper- advice, what thy hand find- 

eth' to do, do it with. thy might ;- for there is 
no working in the grave, whither thou art 
going. Time is poſting, and we had need 
redeem it, becauſe our buſineſs is difficult, 
and the conſequences great. There are 
great things to be acquired and done before 
we are meet for glory. There be great op- 

ö Poſitions in our nature, and from our tem- 
pers, to every degree of that meetneſs. A 
i vile heart is not-eaſily renewed; darling ſins 
1 are not ſoon nor eaftly mortified : The ne- 
ceſſary faith, knowledge, love, ſtrength, 
and joy, are hardly come by; and the ex- 
1 ſervices in our- generation are ſlowly 


roceeded in. Haſte and eagerneſs are ab- 
lurely needful to ſuch things. He. = 
idleth can hope for little; and triflin 
ſuch matters 48 little better chatudownreght 
. neglects, eſpecially when giving diligence; 
2 Pet. i. 10.) is as much a duty, as doing 
any thing. He is not upright in the mat-. 
'ters of religion, whoſe deep concern doth 
not make him induftrious becauſe hisjudg» 
went never. determined for theſe thin go 
785 
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have been in thoſe? To thee: is that di- 


* 


the greateſt ; nor hath his will reſolved the 
f uit of them above all others, whoſe 

eneſs declareth his indifferency. There- 

fore oft telÞthy remiſs ſoul, this day is paſt; 

at an end; and ſhall J idle as I do? How 

little work is done in paſt years? Dare I. 

loiter ſtill, and be ſurprized while my works 

are ſo imperfect? Or can I reckon on great- 

er improvements in the ſame number of days; 

if I be no more intent and induſtrious than I 


rected, Not ſlothful in buſineſs, fervent in ſpi- 
rit, ſerving the Lord? Rom. xi. 11. Reſolve 


to; obey it. 


(..) Be able to give a good account to thy 
conſcience of the time that's laid out in ſleep 
and recreations,. © SOLO ITE ONT > 
Theſe are the common waſters of time; 
by a diſregard to their juſt bounds, Many 
do almoſt divide their hours between ſleep, 
and recreating ſports, vifits, and talk; which 
three fall' under this head of recreation. 
It's an awful: conſideration, that what are 
appointed-only to fit men for buſineſs, ſhould 
become with many their only buſineſs 3: as 
if they had little elſe to employ themſelves. 
about. But know thou, young man, that: 
he who fleepeth longer than health requi— 
reth, is à ſluggard, Prov. vi. 91 And he 
that lays cut more hours in diverſions than 
prepares him for the better — of 
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>: eee of ti time. . 
|| Hhould tell thee, God would never have gi- 
ven me a foul endowed with ſuch abilities 
for ſeryice'z he had never plagdd: me in a 

world full of opportunities and calls to em- 
ployment; he had never ſo ſtrictly charged 
me to be diligent and uſeful; if I am able 
with comfort to plead my fleep, and plea» 
ſures, as the ente part of 1 exerciſe 
. | while I ved. 
3 Attend to theſe rules wih care, a Kom 

this moment gird ap the loins of thy mind, as 
one determined o run thy chriftian. race 

with intenſeneſs and haſte, 1 Pez. i. 12. 

6, Young people are ſutjef to levity, and 
inordinate mirth. This is a common di- 
ſtemper; your talk is frothy and unſavoury. 
How far from grave are yow in your: car- 
riage, or dreſs ? Vain books thou Joveſt to 
ory idle tales thou likeſt to hear, fooliſh 
ſights thou art beſt pleaſed with, fooliſh 
Logs thou greedily learneſt: What ary 
conceits is thy imagination filled with? 

- Theſe thou' indulgeſt till they become the 
of thy practice, and chief 'obj ject, of 
thy thoughts and diſcourſe ; to ſay nothing 
of thy inſtability, exceſſive taughter, : vain 
ſtings, merriments, Pe. 3: 
Hiſfuave On young ones! is this om 
n to be allowed? It is condemned by 
all prudence; it's oontrary to alb that is ſe· 
de obſtructs all . in Een. 
m. 
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and defpife thee ? How do the good 


and wife compaſſionate thee? Yea, canſt thou 
refuſe to be angry with thy ſelf? Reaſon a 


little with thy own. foul + Have I not bet - 
mat · 
ters, which tend to no good for ſoul or 
body ? Do not theſe antique geſtures make 


ter things to think of, than theſe fi} 


me ridiculous ? What hurt to Loaders what 
a wound to my felf: comes by this frothy 


talk? Is not my mind grofly vain, that 1 


ean reliſh ſuch fooleries ? Can it ever be 
bettered; while E employ my ſelf in no- 


thing but what is fooliſh ? Doſt not thou 


find, that this lightneſs is even riſen to 
profancnek ? Thou canft ridicule the 
CriPtures,; ſport with the divineſt ſubjects, 
and turn. the moſt ſerious matters into fuel 
to thy childiſh conceits. Poor wretch! 
God will force thee to be ferious by the 


torments he*l] ſhortly inflict. Thou wilt 
be convinced, that thy atheiſtick thoughts. 


have not put God out of his throne, though 
they caſt thee out of his favour. Thy ri- 


diculing of religion hath not made it lefs 


real, or neceſſar y, though it hath excluded 


thee from all the bleflings of it. Thy ma- 


king 4 mock of fin, (Prov. xiv. 9.) hath not 
ot leflened its evil, but expoſed thee more 
to the vengeance due to it. Thy jocular 


temper ſhall not delay the awful 8 


CnII Don o p and Tourk. 4). | 
dom. How odious is the character of a 
2 2 Sam. vi. 20. How do God 
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of that contempt wherewith thou haſt treat-. 
ed the graveſt matters. What is more fit 
to make a ſerious heart bleed, than to ſee 
thee Jeſt and fool thy ſelf into eternal flames? 
How ſurpriſing will thoſe torments be to a 
poor creature, that always diſdained a ſober 
thought? Luke xii. 46. 5 
Queſt. How ſhall a young perſon be heal · 


ed of this levity and inordinate mirth? 


Anſcw. In general, follow after ſobriety 
and diſcretion, 1 Pet. iv. 7. | 
Fhe want of theſe is evident in thy frothy 
behaviour; and a total want of them is un- 
becoming thee in the early exerciſe of thy 
reaſon ;-much more in improved age. The 
gravity of an old man cannot be expected 
m a child; but a degree of it is neceſſary 
to the youngeſt, that is capable of acting 
by the notice of a diſcerning mind. What 
is thy reaſon for, but to diſcern what 1s 
meet; direct thee to what is fit, and go- 
vern thee in thy carriage according to the 
rules of thy condition? Diſcretion will tell 


thee, a godly book is more profitable than 


a play- book; the ſoul deſerveth more care 
thap a periſhing body, that will ſhortly be 
meat for worms; that filly tales edify 
not as wiſe diſcourſes. Sobriety will dt- 
rect thee, to endeavour a.demeanor- becom- 
ing a man rather than an ape; it will check 


thee in thoſe jeſts which diſcover thy va- 
nity, as well as expole. a, chriſtian name: 


iti 


leaſure which thou rake in indulging a 
925 fancy, ahi Mr PETE. gp 
are not regarded. | 5 | 

To this end, | | 

1. Oft A to thy far thy condi- 
tion in this life. 

Sure it muft conduce to feriouſrels, 
when thy mind is accuſtomed to Tuch 


thoughts, as thy preſent ſtate-ſug 20970 Oh 


young man!] thou art born a child of wrath, 


Eph. ii. 3. Thy nature is vicious, the con- 


demning ſentence was paſſed on thee by the 
law of innoceney, Rom. v. 18. Death is 


jiuſtly fearful, thou art in a ſtate of trial, 


and on thy good behaviour for an endleſs 
joy or miſery. Thou haſt contracted much 


guilt by thy actual enormities and omiffions : 
Satan, the world, and thy own Juſts, are 
active to fix the curſe, and prevent thy 
| reconciliation with God, by keeping thee 
in a ſtate of infidelity, impenitency, a | 
| diſobedience. to the goſpel. Thy exerciſes 
as a chriſtian are 1 if thou art ſa-- 
| ved, it muſt be ſcarcely, 1 Pet. iv. 18. And 
| many 3 for 1 

effectual, becauſe a perſeverance in ſo ma- 
| ny things are eſſential to determine thy 
ſtate. Alas! of many called how few are 


vation do prove in- 


choſen? Multitudes of profeſſors miſcarry ; 


kemingly ſtrong hopes are oft delufive.. 


The 


CAI LDHbUDiandYVourT mn, 49 
it will urge thee to refrain matter of future 
ſorrow, for the ſake of that contemptible 
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if The heart is above all thing, deceitful, and 
0 fo deſperately wicked, that it may well be be 
and the like things. may call thee to mind : 
thy felf, and lay that froth which-argueth 
fmall ſenſe of thy bleeding wounds, ſlip- 
-pery paths, diſadvantages and dangers at- 
tending thy caſe in this life, as it leadeth to 
.. ͤ K Run a 01.5 
2 Deliberately propoſe a becoming end 
in all thy words and actions, and let them 
be conducive to that end. To ſpeak or act 
thou knoweſt not Why, is à reproach. to 
thy prudence: and ſo it is to ſpeak or do 
things to an end which they are not fit to 
ſerve. Neither is it becoming a ſerious per- 
fon, to intend that which will put him to 
the bluſn, while he :deliberates of it. 1 
ean hardly think thou dareſt fay te thy ſelf 
in thy cloſet, I'll ſpend ſo many hours to 
day in ſhewing my own folly, or gratifying 
another*s madneſs; I'll lay out my [pains to 
divert my own mind, or another's, from all 
that is ſerious ; to make my heart vainer 
than it is, to furniſh my ſelf with thoſe falſe 
notions of things, which I muſt with trou- 
ble unlearn before I be wiſe z and to 
ſtrengthen that levity, to which I am al- 
will ſpend this week intrimminꝑ a poor car- 
caſs, and neglect my foul? Let this ſhift 
for it ſelf as to any care of mine, unleſs 3 
| . - be 
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be to add to its hurt by the ſnares which 
my vain converſation ſhall expoſe it to. 


But if thy deſign be what's edifying, thou 
canſt not imagine a courſe of foolery will 
ever accompliſh that deſign. Yea, this ve- 


ry _ on warrantable purpoſes, will gra- 


dually diſpoſe thee to ſeriouſneſs. - 

3. Remember thou art ſtill under the ob- 
ſervation of ſuch, as ſhould awe thee to ſo- 
briety, and make thee aſhamed andafraid of 
a frothy behaviour. 2705177 75 ore 

Thou wouldeſt be aſhamed, that a wiſe 
friend were acquainted with all thy light 
fancies and talk but one day. 
get not that God trieth the reins, and 


knows all thy thoughts, Iſa. Ixvi. 18. Poor 


youth ! is not the eye of thy God and judge 


more than all the world? Holy angels are 


not always ſtrangers to thy carriage, and 
diſcourſes; and mayeſt thou not bluſh at 
their Remarks? Devils do oft impreſs thy 
fancy, and put thoſe things into thee, 
which thou thinkeſt and talkeſt of; theſe 
enemies of thine do gladly behold thee un- 
manning thy ſelf, wounding thy ſoul, and 
corrupting others with thy fooliſh ſpeeches 
and actions. Thy filly companions ob- 
ſerve thee, and receive the contagion to 
which their own inclinations make them 


apt. And is it nothing with thee, that 


thou converſeſt with people ready to be di- 
verted from ſeriouſneſs, and forward to be 
e . vain 


Oh! for- 
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vain by thy example? Alas! thou becom- 
eſt acceſſary to all the evil they ſhall pro- 
ate; and wilt be condemned in their 
thoughts, if God give them repentance, 
or curſed by them in hell if they die impe- 
nitent. Thy ungrave deportment ſome- 
times is ſeen by ſuch as are wiſe and good; 
thoſe deſpiſe thee, and pity thy madneſs, 
when thou pleaſeſt thy ſelf as being airy 
and witty. 4 ; - 

A. Be not an unconcerned ſtranger to the 
ſtate of the world, where enough daily oc- 
curs to make thee ſerious. wo 
Canſt thou be light and altogether vain 
ima world ſo full of fin and miſery ? How 
many diſmal objects doſt thou ſee and hear 
of ? what cruelty in one man to another? 
how oft is the church oppreſſed? what judg- 
ments and 'calamities are- thy neighbours 
under ? what dangers is the land of thy 
nativity expoſed to? Moſt of the earth lies 
in ignorance, idolatry, and ſubject to the 
devil's empire, 1 Jobn v. 19. How many 
ſouls are bemoaning their own fins, - and 
ready to deſpond under doubts and fears? 
Where is there a family but groaneth un- 
der ſome diſaſter ? and canſt thou play the 
buffoon, as if childiſh toys diverted thee 
from all ſenſe of theſe things? . 
3. Awe thy ſoul with the importance 
of ſacred things, ſo as not to dare toentertain 
1755 thought concerning them, much leſs 
peak jeſtingly of tem. Every 


al 
to 


Every ſcripture truth is a beam of divine 
light, it's revealed by the eternal Spirit to 


mankind, for to direct their faith and pra- 


ctice, 2 Tim. iii. 16. And dare a 8 
worm that ſhall be judged thereby, a 

heaven by ridiculing its diſcoveries ? Yoon 
man! they cannot be matter of jeſt, which 
the holy, wiſe God is intent on, and the 
hearts of all devout perſons are deeply exer- 
ciſed with. Are ſuch things to be ſported 
with by man, which the very devils trem- 
ble at? 4 Canſt thou chuſe but be ſeriouſly 


affected with the matters of religion, if thou 


believe theſe are the things, the incarnation, 
ſufferings, death, and the teſtimony of the 
Son of God, refer to? Theſe are the things 
which great miracles have atteſted: Theſe 
are the things which the various opinions 
of the Holy Ghoft on ſouls deſign, and the 
miniſtry =" angels ſubſerve: Theſe are the 
things which the devil is ſo induſtrious: to 

oppoſe: Theſe are the things a environ 
niſtry is eſtabliſhed for, and about which all 
pious miniſters are ſo intent and importu- 
nate: Theſe are the things which moſt af- 
tect, and govern all ſuch who are freed from 
the dominion of their luſts, and can die with 
hopes: Theſe are the things which if totally 
diſregarded, expoſe mankind to all brutiſh 


villages in this world, and endleſs tortures 
in another. 


6. Abſtain 
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6. Abſtain the ſociety of light perſons, 
and obſerve the danger of exceſſive mirth, 
There's that levity in thy temper which 
infers danger by vain perſons; and thou 


art inconſiderate if the latter doth not force 


thee to ſay. of laughter it is mad, and of 
mirth, what. doth it? Eccl. ii. 2. Zea, for- 
row is better than laughter, for by the ſorrow of 
the countenance the heart is made better, 
Eccl. vii. 3. 2 LET! bn 

7. Acquaint thy ſelf with thoſe purer 
and higher joys which a ſerious temper 
nature than what thou purſueſt; they 
would ſoon render theſe unſuitable to thy 
taſte, as well as contemptible to thy judg- 
ment: No hely young man would ex- 
change the feaſt. of his heavenly father, 
for. thy ſwiniſh buſes; Luke xv. 16, 23. 
There's no. preſent emptineſs, nor follow- 
ing bitterneſs in ſpiritual delights. The 
ſenſe of God's love, peace of conſcience, 
the lively hopes of glory, the ſatisfaction 
of well-doing, the ſerenity of a compoſed 
ſoul, the eaſe of a rectiſied nature, as far 
as the faculties are delivered from ſin, and 


healed. by grace, da conſtitute a delight ſo 


real, and refin'd, as if thou once taſte, will 
make thee. reflect on thy paſt joys with 


Ul. 3. 


7. Young 


ſhame and diſdain, See 2/al. iv. 6. Cant. 


| vered from. It's now true of mapy, 25 
o aſtray as foon as they be born, ſpeaking lies, 


O young man! that lying is a hor- "IE 
| rid fin : Herein thou imitateſt, the devil, 
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* * 


{ e people are pronie to lie. This fin 
appeareth | 


* 


It's now true of many, Mey 


4 
al. IViii. 3. Tou lie to your parents, to 


excuſe your faults; you lie to God, in break - 
ing your baptiſmal vow. You lie to your 
| equals for pleaſure or gain: You ſpeak 
| falfly, to revenge your ſelves on ſuch as you 
are angry with. Oh! how oft do you ſpeak 
| otherwiſe than you think, and contrary to 
what you know, deceiving them to whom 
„„ CCA n e 


| ''Confider thou child, lay to heart, H 


Jrom gings. 


who is the father of a lie, and the firſt liar, 


| Joba viii, 44. Thou art contrary to God, 
who is a God of truth ; to him lying lips are an 
| abomination, Prov. xii. 22. He is ſo incenſed 
| by this fin, that he allots every liar his por. 


joy among the worſt of ſinners, Rev 
Wii. 15. Oh child! wouldſt thou get to 


heaven? Then thou muſt not lie. Art thou 
afraid of burning in hell for ever? Then 


fear a lie. Wouldſt thou be a child of God? 
He tells thee, his children are ſuch as will not 


lie, Ia. Ixiii. 8. It's the charge of God to 


thee 3 Fut atyay hing: and ſpeak the truth, 
Eph. iv. 25. Dareſt thou fay, I will not 
regard what the Lord faith to me ! ”_ ' 
NI | Ee 


in childhood, and then ſuch a ha- 
i ix contradted, as they hardly are gelt. 
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1 he will puniſh thee for a lie, worſe than thy ¶ thou v 
| father or maſter can puniſh thee forany fault. fil en: 


. Young men, allow not your ſelves in this I lies th 
iniquity, Let no maſter force you to lie in neigh! 
your trade, much leſs do you uſe it in your 
diſcourſe z it's a mean thing, it's deſtructive W thou 3 
to human ſociety, and the bane of converſz- ¶ haſtily 
tion. What is a greater reproach. than to having 
be a liar? What is eſteemed a worſe affront, ¶ to bac 
than to ſay thou lieſt? Great are the miſ- Wis ſpar 
chiefs to mens repute, eſtates, peace, by a betray 
falſe tongue; and in vain are all pretences ¶ hardly 

to religion, if the tongue be not Bridled, as ture tc 

to this fault, James i. 26. How hateful is 


| (3). 
any tim 
Repent 
a ſtror 
| hy 81 
pray w 
remove - 
ix. 2.6 
can per 
(4.) * 
s ordin 
eſtants 
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ay thou wilt not lie for gain: Abhor a hurt- 


lt. ful envious fpirit, which will prevent thoſe 
his lies that are framed to the damage ef thy 
in WW neighbour. 7 Wo 


ry and thoughtful of what 


ur WW (2.) Be wary and th 
ive thou art about to ſpeak. He that ſpeaks 


| haſtily is in danger to ſpeak falſly ; and 


to having uttered one lie im haſte, is too apt 
nt, N to back it with more: Whereas he that 
niſ- W's ſparing in his words, doth not eaſily 
y a WW betray truth; and he that corifiders, dares 
ces hardly utter a falſe thing. Who will ven- 
az ture to lie, that ſays within himſelf, God 
1 is 


E hears what IJ am going to ſay, and he will 
, in judge me by my words? This reſtraint on 
tion ¶ chy ſpeech is ſo needful, that thou fhouldſt 
4 : : pray-, "Set a watch, O Lord! before my 
void month, keep the door of my lips, Pſalm 
cxli. . 5 . £35 "us | 


ſpiſe (3.) Let the lies thou haſt uttered at 
thy any time, be matter of deep humiliation. 
ſhall WRepenting ſorrow for what's paſt, will be 
trulb Na ſtrong caution againſt the ſame fault. 
the Thy grief for it will make thee earneſtly 
man, pray with David, (whoſe fault this was) 
ody Nemove from me the way of lying, Pſal. 
f, as Nexix. 29. They flightly confeſs a lie, who 
r to can perſiſt in it. | 8 
aceth I (4.) Take heed of equivocation, which 
. vain s ordinarily - downright lying. What is 
pig! blamed in jeſuits is too uſual among pro- 
th 


ſtants : As if a poor artifice would com- 
5 FJ 


ig : * 
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nſate Ar truth. To conceal * meaning 
wh 8 thou doſt not owe a diſcovery of 


it, is warrantable; but to impoſe deluſion 


under pretence of truth, is, intolerable, 
eſpecially where rules of "Juſtice are vio- 
laced. How ſad is it to obſerve the li. 
berty ſome take in deceiving their friends 
with ambiguous, words, which they hope 
will be interpreted contrary to what They 
| know to be true? 

(5.) Do not be encouraged by report 
to publiſh what thou haſt not juſt reaſon 
to believe. What falſe ſlanders do ſome 
utter on incredible evidence? Report, ſay 
they, and we will report it, Jer. xx. 10 
As not. daring to invent the ſie, yet not 
ſcrupling to repeat what they more than 
ſuſpect to be falſe. But learn thou, never 
to by any thing of thy enemy upon worſe 
teſtimony than chou wouldſt believe it of 
thy friend. c 

66.) Lon that are ſudzect to correction, be 
watchful and innocent in, yout Carriage, 
that you. may not need to lie. Do nothing 
that thou ncedeſt be afraid to own. This 
will prevent falſhood ; and thy fear of be- 
ing put to lie, may guard thee, ae ma- 
ny irregularities. 

Here I would adviſe. parents, 5 ma- 
ſters to encourage truth, by abating ſome- 
what of ſeverities for faults, that are plain- 


ly confeſſed. And I wiſh, buyers by their 
| back- 
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not tempt the ſellers to lie, in bargaining 
| for their goods. 8 wa 
8. Young people are 85 to fleſhly Iuſts, 
| eſpecially uncleannefs., This head concerns. 
= perſons paſt childhood, and therefore I di- 
rect it to young men. You are not ig- 
norant that your appetites are unruly, 
and your inclinations too laſcivious. In 
eating, you are prone to gluttony: Ex- 
ceſſive drinking is too common a fault; 
there be many drunkards ſhort of twenty 
years old: And voluptuouſneſs ſeems the 
oe idol whom our Itriplings worſhip above the 
BY | living God. nes 
 Uncleanneſs is thy raging diſeaſe. What 
20 immodeſt dalliance, what filthy thoughts, 
<a; ©. modeſt dalliance, what filthy thoughts, 
© what obſcene ſpeeches, what wanton looks, 


> conſcience charge ſome of you with? How 
few poſſeſs their veſſels in honour, (1 Thel, 
iv. 4.) or arrive at manhood without a for- 
feiture of chaſtity ? 7 


* 


Thou thar art apt to drunken- , ae 
nefs, or gluttony, oughteſt to con- ſs, 
ſider, what theſe vices are; and | 
| how vile thou rendereſt thy ſelf, by indul- 
ging thy ſelf therein. Sure thou forgetteſt 
thou art an imbodied ſoul, while thou 


chriſtian ill becomes thee, whoſe God is 
thy belly, Phil. iii. 19. Where is thy 
. D 2 eie, 


backwardneſs to give a juſt price, would 


ſelf- pollution, yea, actual fornication, doth 


From fleſhly 


| art led by thy brutiſh luſts. The name of 


60 The VANITY of 
reaſon, that thy appetite ſhould thus rule 
thee? What is thy conſcience, that fails to 
terrify thee out of ſins, ſo undoubted, and 
dangerous? Shall God put thee off with 
a portion that becomes a beaſt, and when 
2 7 — heaven, reproach Fae with 

aring ſumptuouſiy every day, and receivin 

thy 2 things this It ? Luke a, 
1 
h drunkard! how odious art thou to 
all that behold thee? How ſubject to do 
and ſuffer the worſt of miſchiefs? Thy ene- 

mies have an advantage to betray thee; 
Satan may eaſily perſuade thee to the great- 
eſt of ſins, when thy ſoul is in no caſe to 
ſee the temptation , or the conſequences 
of it. What ſecret art thou able to 
keep? What buſineſs art thou fit to do! 
How do reproach and penury wait thy per- 
ſiſting in this courſe? But above all, doſt 
thou lay to heart, that God is incenfed 
againſt thee? He left it a rule to Tae), 
that the young man ſhould be ſtoned, againſt 
whom his parents witneſſed, hat be was « i 
glutton and a drunkard, Deut. xxi. 20. It i; 
the ſanction under the goſpel, that Drunk- 
 ards ſhall not inherit the kingdom of beaven, 
.x Cor, vi. 11. Is thy pleaſure worth the 
pains thou muſt endure, .or the loſs thou 
ſhalt ſuſtain ? 5 

Oh unclean perſon! How diſmal is thy 
_, caſe? Thus luſt blindęth thy judgment, and 
| e m__ 
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nd comes unavoidable by ſtupidneſs in ſin. 
ith How dareſt thou worſhip a holy God, 
while thou walloweſt in thy pollution? 
ith Doth not thy filthineſs make God a ter- 
nin or to thee im every duty, as well as defile 
vi. the duty by the wandrings of a vile imagi- 
nation? The holy Spirit is quenched by 
to luſtful motions, and cannot dwell in a heart 
do ſo unclean, 1 Cor. vi. 19. Thou profeſſeſt 
ne. & to belong to Chriſt's body; hear the apo- 
ce: ſtle's expoſtulation, Sha I take the member's 
eat-⸗ J Chrift, and ma be them the members of a ba- 
bt? God forbid | 1 Cor. vi. 15. How off, 
O young man, hath the ſpirit of God repro- 
ved thee? How oft hath conſcience bitter- 
ly warned thee? And dareſt thou waſte thy 
body, debauch thy mind, ruin thy eſtate, 
deface all hopeful impreſſions on thy ſou], 
renounce a Chriſt for a baſe luſt ? Wik thou 
| defy God to avenge the affronts, and for 
ever undo thy ſelf and them whom thou al- 
> lureſt to partake in thy laſciviouſneſs ? If 
not, admit that as a holy reſolve, Let us walk 
boneſtiy as in the day, not in rioting and drun- 
© kenneſs, not in chambering and wantonneſs, but 


put ye on the Lord Feſus, Rom. xiii. 13, 14. 
Tanke heed leſt God give thee up to vile af- 
fections, Rom. i. 26. . „ 
1. Queſt, How ſhall a young perſon be 
delivered from gluttony and drunkenneſs ? 


yd 
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to ſeareth thy conſcience, ſo that miſery be- 


„„ 


— — ” —— == 
_—_ — "1 
— 2 =o et 


62 The VANITY of 


Anfw. (1.) Set thy ſelf to get the maſte- 
ry of thy appetite. Reaſon with thy ſoul, 
and cry earneſtly to God, that this may 
not be thy ruler: None would be a glut- 
ton or drunkard, but that his appetite hath 
more power than his reaſon ; and conſci- 
ence is too weak to reſiſt the cravings of 
his luſt, Moſt young people are pleaſed 
that the beaſt ſhould rule the man ; they 
quietly yield up themſelves to the empire 
of this brutal part; they can bear no check 
to it, they are afraid it ſhould come under 
reſtraints. But, Oh young man ! thou art 
carnal or ſpiritual, as thy appetite or ſan- 
ified reaſon governs thee ; much of a chri- 
ſtian's warfare conſiſts in the ſtruggle be- 
tween theſe ; the inordinate appetite is a 
great part of that fle which luſteth againſt 
the ſpirit, and 1s contrary to it, Gal. v. 17, 
Is it not high time thou ſhouldſt ſet thy 
ſelf to contend with this enemy, and at- 
tempt to bring it into ſubjection ? This is 
temperance, when thou canſt reſtrain its ir- 
regular motions, and deny its cravings. Oh 
then, daily quench this fire; and preſs at- 
ter that ſobriety, which implies a-modera- 
tion of ſoul to the objects of ſenſe, and a go- 
vernment of our life by the will of God, and 
not by fleſaly deſires. Let it then be thy 
| buſineſs in every duty to weaken this tyrant, 
and the ſcope of thy life to deliver thy ſelf 
from the power of thy appetite. 

ce "1 (2.) Make 


(.) Make no proviſion for the fleſh, to 


* fulfil its luſts, Rom. xi. 14. It's afflictive 
nay to behold ſome perſons contriving for their 
lut. ] bellies, as if careful for nothing elle, 
ach | The deſign of their Jabours, and the thing 
ei. that makes riches valuable with them, is, 
of that they may pamper the fleſh, and fulfil 


fg | its deſires. Bur reſolve with thy ſelf, thou 
wilt not miniſter to this flame, nor live as 


eck | pal employment in this world. Prepare 
der 1 what is meet for thy body; it's a mercy 
in our pilgrimage to have the conveniencies 

of life; but exceſſes are fitteſt for them 

hr. who dare brutiſhly ſay, Let us eat and drink, 
be- r io morrow we die, 1 Cor. xv. 32. Poor 
; worms! is there nothing after death, that 
they ſhould live in preparation for? Yea, is 
not life it ſelf as bad as death, while it ſerves 
to no higher an end? Nay, theſe voluptu- 
dus courſes do often ſo enfeeble nature, and 
multiply diſeaſes, that life is a burthen, 
| and ſome. beginning of hell ip bodily tor- 
C... ͤ 0 | 
| - (3.). Avoid, temprations according to 
thy weakneſs to reſiſt them. He that's 
- prone to ſlip, ought the more carefully to 
| look to his ways. Is gluttony thy crime? 
be afraid of feaſts, Art thou apt to be drunk? 
| look not at the wine when it ſparkles. Re- 
| frain, the company, in compliance with 
whom thou haſt 4 oft offended. Know- 
5 A eſt 
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if catering for the fleſh were thy princi- 


== 
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eſt thou not, That the companion of riotous 
Per ſon's ſhameth his father f'P rov. XXV11l. 7. © 

It's in vain to pretend, I will not be drunk, cont 
though I do affociate with them that will | 

perſuade me to it. How oft haſt thou re- 
folved, and yet complied? Nay, thy de- 
light in the fin is plain, in the choice of it ov 
fuch aſſociates; and thy luſt is ſtrong enough it m 
to prevail when the temptation offers, if it will 
be able thus before-hand to lead thee into Mar 


the occaſion. Lars heb ride 
( 4.) Force thy ſelf to an abſtinence from briet 
juſt liberty for ſome time, when the cel 
ſtrength of thy luſt is found to abuſe what chile 
is otherwiſe lawful. Some people are ſo begi 
exorbitant, that if they drink any wine, men 
they muſt drink to exceſs; if they go into at d 
a tavern at all, they cannot forbear drun- | {top} 
kenneſs 3 if that be thy caſe, do not de- firen 
ſpiſe it as below virtue, for a while to drink Tho 
no wine at all, or wholly to forbear a ta- aten 
vern or ale-houſe. It is thy miſery, that at al 
what is to another man lawful, is to thee ling 


2 ſnare; but it is thy duty and wiſdom to 4 dr. 
manage thy ſelf with a regard to thy weak -. 2. 
neſs, that thou mayeſt by degrees get rid of liver 


thy wickedneſs. I. 
8565.) Be content by watchfulneſs and caſe 
hard ſtruggles to oppofe thy luſts, till time add f 
and frequent repulſes abate their power. An (1 


appetite long indulged, is not ſoon brought 
under the power of the ſoul. It will be 
Ho 555 impor- 


\ 
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importunate and uneaſy, even after its dc- 


minion is removed; much more, while the 
conteſt for ſuperiority between it and 
grace is undecided. Therefore ſink not, 


as if it were in vain to ſtrive; nor let the 


uneaſineſs of the ſtruggle, tempt thee to give 
it over. For as yielding to the fleſh makes 
it more impetuous, ſo frequent denying it 
will abate the ſtrength of its motions. 


Many drunkards, after a while, become 


rid of all inclinations to be drunk; and ſo- 


briety grows ſo habitual to them, as if ex- 


ceſs had never been their temper. . Oh 
children ! never make your cure hard, by 
beginning a wicked cuſtom: Oh young 


men that are enſnared ! grieve not to be 
at due pains, nor patiently to wait the 
ſtopping the courſe of ſin, which you have 
ſtrengthened by frequent compliances. 
Thou muſt ceaſe to be a drunkard, or thou 


art miſerable for ever. And thou muſt be 


at all the labour here adviſed, and be wil- 
ling to continue it till thou art reformed, or 
a drunkard thou wilt be till. 


2. Queſt. How ſhall a young man be de- 


livered from uncleanneſss: | 


4 
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The former directions are proper to this 
caſe; I ſhall apply ſomewhat of them, and 


add ſome more ruſes. 
= (1.) Awe thy ſoul with the purity and 
perfection of God's law, as it refers to this 


lin. It's a great ſnare to miſtake a precept, 
Az and 
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66 
and confine it below God's explication of 
it, or intention in it. Yet how many young 
people allow themſelves in degrees of un- 
cleanneſs as innocent, not ſeeing, that theſe 
things are comprehended in that precept, 
Thon | ſhalt not commit adullery? Therefore 
young man] examine the word more ſtrictly, 
and thou wilt find that God hath provided 
againſt every degree of uncleanneſs, and 
againſt all that leads thereto. Are thy hid- 
den thoughts and motions free? No; the 
thought of foohifhneſs is fin, Prov. xxiv. 9. 
And our Lord reproves the phariſees as hy- 
pocrites, becauſe their hearts were full of 
uncleanneſs, Mat. xxiii. 27. Evil concu- 
Piſcence, inordinate affections, &c. are to be 
mortified, Col. iii. 5. Are thy luſtful ga- 
zings on a woman allowed? No; our Sa- 
viour expreſly ſaith, He that looketh on 4 
' woman to luſt after her, hath committed adul- 
 tery with ber already in his heart, Mat. 
v. 28. Mayeſt thou talk obſcenely ? No; 
Neither filthineſs, nor fooliſh talking , nor 
jeſting, are convenient, nor to be once named 
among chriſtians, Eph. v. 3, 4. If the 
command of God reach to theſe leſſer de- 
grees, ſure thou art not ſo ſtupid, as not 
to ſee that all groſſer acts are forbidden, as 
more abominable. And if marriage be the 
remedy againſt incontinence, thou dareſt 
not think that God allows thee other ways 
to gratify thy luſt, and ſo fruſtrate the 
2 . great 
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| great ends of that ordinance, and the apti- 


$ , tude of humane nature for it. 
(2.3: Be watchful againſt all occaſions of 


uncleanneſs. Nouriſh not luſt by an in- 
tomperate diet. He had need be free from 


fleſniy inclinations, who dares ſtrengthen 
the aſſaults of the fleſh againſt his chaſtity. 
The ſpirit of God tells thee, that if wine 


| prevails thing eyes ſball behold firange women, 


Prov; xxiii, 32, 33. Be not in the reach 
of a woman that will entice thee. Foſeph: 
eſeaped che ſnare by flying from his mi- 
ſtreig, and refuſing 4% be with ber, Gen. 


ww 10. 


man was ſoon: enſnared, Prov. vii. 21. 


5 Venture not on thy own ſtrength too far, 


God may juſtly leave thee, when thou 


; tempteſt him. And ſtronger than thou art, 
| have ſadly rued the power of occaſions. 
Play-houſes, mixt dancings, Sc. have been 


che ruin of many youth. _ 
(3.) Guard- thy ſenſes. Theſe are in- 
4 af evil, by them objects inſnare and 


| | kindle thoſe luſts, {which lay aſleep, Da- 
 Vid's eye betrayed him into adultery. Fob- 
is to thee a good example, Fob xxxi. 1. 1 


have mage a covenant with my eyes. Liſten: 
not to immodeſt ſongs, or leud diſcourſe, 
which inſenſibly ſtir up thoſe. inclinations, 
_ _ co me welt acts. 


2 


| -Whereas the young man that 
; admitted the ſpeeches of the immodeſt wo- 


8 Me INIT T rf 
(A.) Stifle the firſt workings of luſt. 
Firſt motions are weakeſt, and ſo more 
eaſily conquer'd; the longer they are en- 
tertained, the more violent they grow And 
the ſoul leſs apt to oppoſe them. Filthy 
contemplations allowed, darken the mind, 
and abate that dread and abhorrence which 
are a great part of thy ſecurity againſt fin, 
Oh then cruſh the firſt appearance] I thou 
aſk: me, how? VII tell thee: [Baniſh theſe 
evil: thoughts out of thy mind. Plead God's 
command, and ſeek his help. Repreſent 
to thy ſelf the threats and puniſhments of 
God againſt this fin. Conſider, that cheſe 
motions unreſtrained, may end in the groſ- 
ſeſt action; and reſolve not to-ſpeak a/word, 
glance one look, or uſe one geſture, in com- 
pliance with that ſinful motion. 
| (5.) Avoid idleneſs, as that which tempts 
the devil to tempt thee. Young man! it's 
a great mercy to the world that we have 
buſineſs to follow; and he that hath no 
employment, will wiſh hereaſter he had 
never had an eſtate to prevent a calling; 
therefore be ſure thou haſt work, and at- 
tend it. Sin eaſrly entangleth the idlers, 
who will be doing- wickedly for want of 
buſineſs. . But the; diligent is not at leiſure 
tor vain thoughts, he needs not enſnaring 
company to divert him. Labour ſub- 
Grafts matter from luſts, and renders-the 
body leſs diſturbing to the ſoul. Leiſure I wh 
\. cs Graco he. Ree: * ode 


| hours are the young 
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man's danger. Be not 
defirdus of too many ſuch, and double thy 
watch in tlie ſpending of chem: For Satan 
obſerves thee then, and will ſugp 
thoughts to thy. in, "excite 5 mo- 
tions; and prepare 'E ing 


9 ft i 


6.) * rep, "404 ie. up 
thy ſelf to the hdtione” of - the holy Spirit. 


The Spirit will warn thee lt dhe 


1 


defilements, and direct thee to that puri- 


ty of heart and life, as will prevent the ad- 
vantages the unclean ſpirit finds in thy 
youthful age. A reverential regard to the 
preſence of the Spirit, will call the mind 


from baſe employs, and excite thee to 


what is approved 15 Him : The more his 
fruits abound;” and s themſtlves im thy 
temper. and carriage, the more effectually 
wilt thou be eleanſed from all thy fleſfily 

lutions. To this we are directed, Gal. v. 
16. lt in be ſpirit and yout 'ſhall not fulfil 
the'lufts of the fleſh: - Tea, 7th aids and in- 
fluence of -this*holy one are neceſſary to- a 
ſaving abſtinence from; and dominion over 
luſts, as you fee in Rom. viii. 13. But if. ye 
through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of tive 
way ye ſhall live. 

- (3.91 Keep thy thoughts well employed 
Thi will prevent thoſe vain imagmations, 
which are the incendiaries of luſt; and by 
which, the- judgment-is blinded or bribed 
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1 to perſuade the will. Let the word of Gad 
Wo Ave richly. 2 15 15 1 ng thy ming 9015 
N him prelegt wit hehe W in great 
Cerec He Nakes à third, when th e 
Il thy paramour are; mott.retited. In.this cafe 
he teſtifies, (Jer. xxix. 23.) Even I bnow, 
and I am witneſs, ſaith the Lord. g Felix 54 
to. thy. ſoul che torments following theſe 
6 luſts, gehe, Helle fine is enough to 
FJ quench. theſe W Aae and, re fr 
Vuoiſm che pleaſure ſo dearly, bought? At, 
| tend to ſuch ſeriptures, as, Whoremongers and 
| adulterers God will. judge, &c. Heb. iii. 4. 
Oh young man!] canſt thou think of this 
believingly, and caſt off, reſtraintz, or give 
a carnal ming i It's ſcope} DIVOTqGS, 2! 3815 | 

\ (8.). Reſolve before. thou complieſt wich 

the moſt urgent temptation, to put up a 

_ ſerious prayer to God in Sbriſt. Lay thy 

ſelf under this law, I will not conſent be- 


Ul fore I look to God. It.muſt:beagreadful 
ik evil, that will not admit an addreſs co Chriſt. 


| him, who came on this errand, ig u away 
ll - fin, to cleanſe me from iniquity; and deſtroy wy 

ll: works of the devil, Heb. 1 Ix. 26. Eph. v. 2 
1 John iii. 8. No N % 
Prayer may deaden che remptarion =_ 
ſtron geſt: It may recover thy baffled pow- 
er; for Chriſt is able to in{pire-thee with 
N chat light and vigour, as may ſupport A 
when 


ll If it be a ſin, I have need of ſtrength from 


 Cuilppoopard youth, 71 
when . St. Paul thrice prayed 


* 


with a thorn in the (GL, and 


the grace. 


ling on him. Therefore, I do again in- 
treat thee, even when thy luſts ſeem to 
have moſt advantage, that thou wilt not 


concerned for thy good, and able to foil 
the enemies of thy foul, when in greateſt 
proſpect of ſucceſs. Ln PW" Fact 
Thus I have repreſented to young peo- 
ple ſome of the ſins, to which your age 
is moſt ſubject. All are not named, alas! 
there's ſwearing, which is a profane vil- 
lany, that hath neither pleaſure nor profit 
to allure. There's theft, which is a viola- 
tion of juſtice, and a diſcontent with what 
Cod hath thought fit to give you. There's 
pride, (one inftance whereof I ſhall here- 
! after ſpeak to) which among you children 
and youth is generally upon very ſordid ac- 
counts; you are proud of a little 8 
= whic 


forget to preſent thy caſe to him, who is 
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be reformed. Oh then ſet thy ſelf 


oy - 
72 * 7 


The VaniTY of 

which the ſmall-pox may doll, and no 
body is truly the better for; you are proud 
of your fine clothes, and from pride de- 
fite them: But what trifles are theſe ? none 
but fools eſteem them, or "alive thee: the 
more for them. 

Though I cannot inſiſt on theſe, yet if 
God i is pleaſed to deliver thee from ſuch 
ſins as I have mentioned, all others will 
againſt 
them. Let the youngeſt be warned againſt 
theſe, as what they will feel temptations 
to. And be all reſolved, faithfully. to ob- 
ferve the directions given; that if poſſi- 
ble, you may arrive to middle. age, free 
from the corruptions of youth and child- 
hood, and not be forced to cry out with 


| bitter reflections, Thou makeſt me to poſſeſs 


the iniquities of my youth, Job xiit. 16. 
What would an aged faint give, that he 
had been innocent of all theſe crimes 
while he was young ? Learn wiſdom by 
ſuch now, while thou- haſt opportunity 
and warnings. 

Ino proceed to the ſecond head of the 


| vanity of childhood and youth, VIZ. 


II. Children und young people are abt to 
Eve 10 no valuable purpoſe, which is vanity. 


Thou wilt eafily allow, that to ſpend ones 


as good as- nothing, 


ſtrength and time for nothing, or: what is 


is vain. Is not he a 
vain 
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yain body that thinks much, talks much, 
and doth much, to. no purpoſe? Common 
opinion will grant this. We brand Caius 
Caligula as vain, for bringing a great army 
to the ſea-ſhore, and gathering cockle- 
ſhells, when he pretended a great attempt; 
The ſpirit. of God juſtly. accuſeth theſe 
perſons, (Ja. xli. 29.) Behold they are all 
vanity, their works are nothing, Solomon 
doth. frequently mean this in his book of 
Ecthfiaftes,, when he faith, This is alſo va- 
nity. That is, it's to no valuable purpoſe; 
it is not worth the labour and concern a 


man is at: One had as good let it alone, 


and be unemployed, as reap no other fruit. 
Young people I this is your very Caſe : 
It of you live, and buſy your ſelves for 

C 5411 


LEE ut 
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noughr. 


I. Lou are apt to deſign nothing at all 
in your living. It's long before thou askeſt 
thy ſelf, what do 1 live for? what end 
ſhall T purſue? Are not moſt of thy actions 
performed; ' thou xnoweſt not why? moſt 
of you are hurried by a foolifh temper, al- 
lowing no deliberate defign to govern you. 


| A'vait mind, or deviliſh ſuggeſtions de- 


termine the actings of moſt young people. 
Is not this a reproach of thee, if thou hap- 
pen to do any good, it's more by chance 
than by thy choice? If thou receiveſt any 
real advantage, it's by a merciful providence, 
Bale 2 
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* not * thy intention. If. God ould 
ask thee at the church door, wherefore 


comeſt thou hither ? May not ſome of you 


ſay, Ido not know: Or it was from a fan- 
cy I had ro. hear, or from cuſtom, , But 
— few can ſay, I had a deſign to get 
ſome help to grapple with. my youthful 
luſts, I propoſed to meet with God in his 
word for \my ſoul's improvement. When 
you ents 1 little in an un ry 
purpoſes muſt govern x e r mary 
affairs of life ? Wil , NN jo 


; 41 


2. Your youth is ſpent to no 'confide- 


rable purpoſe. May not I tell moſt here, | 


thy time paſt is loſt, and the time to come 


s like to be loſt? For, 1 
1.). Thou haſt lived in vain as to thy 


ll What haſt thou gotten by the 1 

years. thay haſt lived, oh child of ten wy 
old? What haſt thou improved by ths fif- 
teen years thou haſt lived, oh youth of $f 


teen years old? Tce rd 23 e ask 


Fs 7 nar kh A thay made de. 2 th 15. 


twenty years? Muſt not conſcience an- 
ſwer, oh! I fes good been Jalt * 


born, for any Bong. I have gotten ? . 


ay. Ron this. conviction, '1 
call every: ſopl. to. anſwer. me. 5 
thou WAG, | 15 is day.? : 
is { So ee grace 


That I x 


tained 


now 


What 10 
oy much 
aaſt theu at- 
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| tained to this very time? Oh youth ! haſt 
'thou yet got an intereſt in Chriſt? What 


treaſure haſt thou laid up in heaven? If 
thou muſt own, I am further from God, 
and not nearer 3. fin is ſtronger, and not 


weakened; then ſure thou wilt own thou 


haſt lived in vain to thy ſelf _ 

(2.) But yet farther, how many others 
may lay to thee the charge of unprofita- 
bleneſs? Thou liveſt in yain as to God. He 
may ſay, this young body never ſerved 
nor praiſed me : I had as good there had 
not been ſuch a youth in the world. Thou 
liveſt in vain to thy friends; thy parent 
may ſay, it is an unprofitable child to me, I 
have yet had no comfort by him. Thy 
relations may cry, he never gave us good 
counſel or example. Thou liveſt in vain 
to thy maſter; he hath got little advan- 
tage by thy care, or labour. Thy mini- 
ſter may cry, this young body brings me 
little joy as yet 3 I have ſtriven to little 

rpoſe with him; he ſeems as if I had 


u 
[ebimed wholly in vain, 1 Theſ. iii. 3. 


Thou haſt lived in vain to the church; 
What increaſe or glory hath it reaped by 
thee? Thou haſt lived in vain to the na- 
tion; thou haſt not helped to make it more 
innocent by thy life, more flauriſning by 
thy induſtry, or more ſafe by thy prayers. 


So that now, young man |: is it not a true: 


charge, 
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charge, which I lay to thee? mayeſt thou 
not cry out, Oh uſeleſs I! I have lived 
for nought, I have been an uſeleſs ſhadow, 
I have cumbered the ground, and God 
may juſtly cut me off as an unfruitful one? 
ZARF RED 74 7h nn 0G | 

Obj. I toreſee ſome young one will be 
ready to evade this charge, and ſay, I do 
hve to ſome purpoſe that is valuable: F 
gratify my ſenſes, I live pleaſantly, I begin 
to look after the world, Ce. 


Anſio. Alas poor creature ! is living to 


the fleſh valuable? is living barely to this 
world valuable ? is living to the devil va- 
luable? Methinks thy reaſon ſhould tell 
thee, it's. better not to live at all, than 
to live to theſe: An intelligent ſpirit to 
live to the fleſh, is baſe: an immortal ſoul 
to live barely to this world, is madneſs: 
A creature of God, redeemed by the Lord 
Jeſus, to live to the devil, is ſelf-deftruc- 
tive, and fooliſh. What! live to him 
who hath undone thee in the fall, and is 
ſo. fludious to prevent thy recovery by 
Chriſt ! live to him who-hath- blinded, 
blemiſhed, and debaſed thee, as he hath 
done! live to him, who though. he hates 
thy God, cannot eſcape his own-miſery ! 
live to him, who envieth thy good, de- 
ſires thy woe, oppoſeth all that is the be- 
nefit of mankind, and contributes to 3 

8 . 


— 


* 


* 
+ Ep 


<A 
2 
* 
= 
o * 
3 


5 7 


juſtify this courſe of living? 
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the miſeries and diſorders which the world is 
diſtreſſed by. Oh young man ] canſt thou 
But this will more appear, if upon a due 
reflection on thy life, thou wilt anſwer me 
theſe queſtions. | . 
[1.] Doth thy life anſwer God's end and 
purpoſe in giving thee a being? = 
The wiſdom of God may aſſure thee, he 
had an end becoming himſelf in thy creati- 
on. He tells.thee, Al things were created by 
him, and for bim, -Col. 1. 10. The bleſſed 
God had an eye to himſelf, and a regard to 
Chriſt the Redeemer , in giving thee an 
exiſtence. He exerted his power in thy 
being, that thou mighteſt ſerve and honour 
him; doſt thou anſwer this end, by living 
as thau doſt ? Haſt thou ever aimed at this? 
Doth thy behaviour centribute to this at 
all? Thy way of life would be a reproach 
to thy Maker, to have propoſed it.to him- 
ſelf in thy creation. 
2.} Are-there not greater purpoſes, to 
which thy nature and abilities are ſuited? 
He lives to no valuable purpoſe, that 


neglects to live to the higheſt purpoſes he 


1s capable of. Little things are a:reproach 
to him, that is adapted to great things. 
Have not you faculties to know and love 
your God? And do your childiſh or wick- 
ed employments anſwer them? You are ca- 

pable 


13 The Vanity of 


pable to ſerve, and glorify the bleſſed God, 
and is the gratifying ' thy lufts equal to 
theſe? You are receptive of divine joys, 
and are thy carnal merriments anſwerable 
to theſe? Oh young body ! what uſe art 
thou fit for to others? What benefit may- 
eft thou yield to thy ſelf? How canſt thou 
ſeem to anſwer theſe, by a trifling diver- 
fion, or a periſhing advantage ? Sure, thy 
capacity is thy ſhame: The very beaſt, 
that liveth to the utmoſt of his power, 
will witneſs againſt thee, who behaveſt 
thy ſelf ſo much below thine, It would 
have been thy mercy whoſe exerciſes have 
Ben fo low, that thy abilities had been leſs. 
ce, 

13.7 Wilr thou not thortly acknowledge 
with thame and grief, that thou haſt lived 
to unvaluable purpoſes? 
No miniſter's rebuke will be ſo ſharp as 
thy own, when grace renews thee, or 
endleſs torments overtake thee. If the ſpi- 

_ rit ever enlighten thy mind, and alter thy 
will, we may aſk thee, What fruit had you 
of thoſe things whereo * you are now aſba- 
med? Rom. vi. 21. ch a grieving bluſh 
thou wilt anſwer, nothing I dare boaſt 
of, nothing I can juftify. I am aſhamed 
of my reward,-as well as my labour. What 
L reaped by my ſin is my ſhame, as well as 
fin i it ſelf. It was a fool's diverſion nn 

2 
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Jeaſed my ſelf; it was my blemiſh where- 
2} Pr gloried; it was my 105 whereby I va- 
wal my ſelf. What are they now to me? 
They are dog's meat ( oxcare ) to what I 
now. taſte, Phil, iii. 8. IT am aſtoniſhed, 
that I could reliſh theſe unſavoury things, 


or derive the leaſt contentment from them, 


when my chief good was unſecure. . Youn 
man! if grace do not awaken thee; Hel 
will. The never-dying-worm. will be con- 


q victions of the emptineſs of what thou 


haſt purſued 3 and the baſe p urpoſes thou 


haſt lived to. How will they tear thy 


l foul with ſuch thoughts as theſe 7 Where 8 


the pleaſure now? Where's the aisfaRtion 
to which my endeavours were ' confined ? 


Oh, that I had been but a beaſt, Who have 
ined to deſigns ſo brutiſh ! Oh, that I had 


had no, inte ectual nature, Bnce T ſtudied 


not to know my God, and the way of 
| life! Oh, that I had been void of rational 


powers, ſince. I did not govern my ſelf 


4 accordingly 1 Oh, that ever I had natural 
abilities to loye and fear, ſince J have not 
loved my God, nor ſo revered him, as to 
abſtain fo 
a a capacity for any ſervice, ſeeing I have 
lived, ſo uſcleſly to God, to my friends, 
J and to my ſelf! Alas, where is the fruit of 
my 9 9 What now. do I enjoy, that 
1 one hour of my life, or anſwers 


m vanity ! Wo is me, that 1 had 


the 
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the leaft of my abilities ! Theſe, theſe, oh 


child! will be the fects La * * 


II. Children and young. «ade are abt to Þ live 
to deſtructive purpoſes, "which is the ' beight of 
vanity. | 

The laſt head is convincing, that it were 
a5 well thou hadſt never lived; but by this 
it were far better for thee, thou hadft re- 
mained meer nothing to this day. To live 


to hurtful ends, is worſe than not living at 


all. Yet this is your condition; you diſho- 
nour God, you provoke the eyes of his glo- 
ry, you trample the blood of Chriſt under 
your feet with contempt. How many young 
people ſerve the devil with their ſtrength, 
are a ſnare and infection to all they can in- 
fluence? One young body ſpoils many 
others, and leads them to that villany they 
had never thought of. 

You oft break your parents hearts, and 
they by thy means feel, that # fooliſh ſon is 
tbe lt 5 of his notber, . 

You frequently deſtroy your maſter's 
eſtate. To the ſerious you are a grief, to 


the ci * and kingdom a plague, as helping 


on its lin, haſtning its puniſhment, an ob- 
ſtructin ws its good. How many may com- 
plain o Miri on thy account? But what- 


Leg 1 ou bring to others, ſure you 


avoid 
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| Young men live moſt to their own hurt, 
and ſeem to take great pains to make their 
| miſery ſure and great. Oh, vain youth! 

thou daily nale thy ſelf more the child 
of of wrath by thy ſinful practices; thy wick- 
Jad qhabits grow more ſtrong. By idleneſs 
re and frequent oppoſition, hopeful principles 
his are more baffled and expelled. Conſcience 
re- by thy affronts, is leſs concerned, and ca- 


re pable to admoniſh thee. Thy ill treatment 


at of God's ſpirit, makes him withdraw, 


10- and his viſits are more ſeldom ; ſo that he 
lo- is ready to ſay of thee, Let him alone, HoL. 
der iv. 17, 3 e 
ng Believe it, careleſs youth ! thy ways tend 
th, to more ſin, and leſs hopefulneſs of grace 
in- and glory. Oh, wretched life! to live on- 
any ly to be more guilty, and to be expoſed to 
hey greater puniſhments. Thou runneſt hell- 
_ [FE vard, thy thoughts tend there, thy words 
and lead there, thy vile actions heap the greater 
1 is ſtore of eternal flames. jt ea and* 
: uratb, tribulation and anguiſh, are the things 
er's chou workeſt for, Rom, ji; 8, 9. Thou la- 
to boureſt for theſe wages ; thou delivereſt thy 
ping ſelf daily to a greater obnoxiouſneſs to the 


A 


ob- Fwocs, 4 if thou wert afraid thou ſhouldft 
not be miſerable enough. ny 


0 dbcen thy were e Ly VIE 


Ps 


f void. miſchief to your . ſelves? No, no: 


Oh. foul te be pitied.! Not to, & born 
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leſs thou change thy Ring: Is it not to nat 
thee thoſe brd 5 proper, Bebold, . in 
are worſe than nothing, ry ? Iſa. iv. 2, Un 
Hadſt thou not lived at all, thou hadſt no: brit 
done the miſchief thou now art doing, thou 
couldſt not have felt the hurt thou muſt 
ſhortly endure. How may moſt young 
folk bemoan the day of their birth! ther 
life is a miſery, which might have capacita- 
red them for the bliſs of angels, had they 
well employed it. The Lord grant you b: 

not found thus fooliſh and cruel to you 
ſelves. 'But to this you are more prone, 
chan to a more profitable courſe. 


The next work'is to Thew you, 1. . 
childbood and youth became thus wait 
2, N, by they aa fo. 3. How " 
Bic: jropl graw fiill vainer. | 


1. Queſt. How comes it to paſs, that _= 8 
5 * and youih are vain? 1 
Auſtv. Childhood and youth became vain £ 
by original n 5 
There's the ſpring of the Wane; tho 
didſt. not come out of God's hand thu 
* to fin, and thus averſe to himſelf 
ut a. .depraved nature deſcends to the 


from Adam, by the line of thy, anceſtor n: 

Thou wert bn under the infection com, 

mon 60 mankind, {io ein the ord 
g | nan 
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| nary manner; the very quickened embrio 


e iy in the womb, hath all the ſeeds of thoſe 


ſins, which time ripens, and opportunity. 
brings forth. Our conſtitution is become 
ſinful, and all corrupt effects are next to 


l hall not trouble you with diſputes, but 
merely inform you, (1.) How our nature 
became corrupt: (2.) Ho it deſcends thus 
corrupted to the. 
(..) Our nature became corrupt or vain 
by the entrance of ſin, whereby the di- 
vine image was expelled, as well as for- 
feited.. ee or 5 
A rational ſoul. cannot be void of moral 
Fm] qualities and diſpoſitions, as it is a ſubject 
or God's moral government. There muſt 
| be wiſdom, or ſinful ignorance, in the 
mind. There muſt be love or enmity to 
what is good, and averſion or inclination 
to what is evil, in the will. For man is not 
© conſidered in God's law meerly as an agent, 


what be is; what are his governing prin- 


| ciples, and prevalling diſpoſitions. Theſe 
are neceſſary to the denominating him a 
godly or ungodly man, as well as influen- 
tial into the ordinary courſe of his acti 

which will be anſwerable to his inclinations 


and light. 2 
„ iu E 2 Adam 


natural. 5 


vith reſpect to what he occaſionally acteth z. 
but he is conſidered alſo as to his temper, 
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Adam was created after God's image, 
which conſifted in knowledge, rigbteouſneſ, 
and true bolineſs, Gen. i. 27. Eph. iv. 23, 
24. Col. iii. 10. This was his conſtituti. 
on; though not ſo fixed, as to prevent the 
poſſibility of finning. And while Adam 
ſinned not, our nature was impreſſed with 
that holy power, light, and love which 
anſwered the law, and capacitated us for 
that exact obedience enjoined by it. Theſe 
divine qualities are inconſiſtent with their 
eontraries, by the law of innocency ; tho? 
they are not incompatible by the law of 
grace. For that law inſiſted on perfection, 
and entire innocency; and fixed a fortei- 
ture of all holy gifts, by man conſidered 
in any degree ſinful, Yea, beſides this for- 
feiture of theſe gifts by the penal ſanction 
of the law, man was not entitled to thoſe 
aids of the Spirit, whereby divine qualities 
might ſubſiſt in the ſame ſoul, with con- 
trary ſinful diſpoſitions, as they do under 
the law of grace. No ſuch influences of 
the Spirit were provided in the law of 
creation. And therefore as the leaſt fin in 
the ſou] brought down our holineſs below I 
erfe&t, and thereby made it ceaſe to be 
lineſs by the rule of innocency 4 (for love 
was not love by that law, if there was 
any mixture of enmity againſt God ;) ſo 
fin would prevail to extinguiſh that Pu- 
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| rity, and expel thoſe holy diſpoſitions at 


firſt implanted, if once it entred into the 


Adam did ſubſiſt a while happy under 


this law : But at laſt he ſinned, His heart 
turned from God to the creature, which 
implies ignorance in the mind, and aver- 
- ſation and enmity 
The entrance of theſe did of courſe de- 


to God in the will. 


prave the foul of Adam; knowledge was 


> expelled by darkneſs, corruption removed 
his original purity. 
the whole man, the poiſon operated to- 
the extinction of his glorious excellen- 
cies. There was no need for God to take 
any good out of the human nature, it 
neceſſarily died by the force of fin. And 
it is by a new grant, that there be any 
remains of God in lapſed man. 
from any thing in man, or in the firſt co- 
venant, that there be any moral virtues, 
or good nature in any: God in mercy be- 
ſtows theſe, and reſtrains the growing; 
an n contagion of fin, that we become. not more 


deviliſh. 5 


The diſeaſe invaded 


It is not 


When holy light and love were expel- 


led by ſin, the appetite (of courſe) be- 
came maſter of our reaſon, and all diſor- 
ders hence enſue. The ſoul being cloath- 
ed with fleſh, doth for want of holy 


principles become ſubject to ſenſible in- 
E 3 clinations, 
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clinations, which through the preſence 
of agreeable objects, hurry poor man in- 
to all that is fleſh-pleaſing; while the 
proper concerns of the ſoul are forgotten, 
and its intercourſe with unſeen things is 
cut off, for want of that light which 
ſhould perceive them, and that holy love 
which might reliſh and defire them. A 
foul thus debaſed and entangled, becomes 
little better than an active power to con- 
trive fuel for our various luſts, and receive 
the little delights which are miniſtred by 
ſenſe and fancy. Oh wretched ſtate 
eſpecially when error, and enmity againſt 
God and holineſs, help to compleat its de- 
pravedneſs. oe, Og 

(2, ) Thy nature thus corrupted de- 


ſcended to thee, as propagated by the 


appointed law of natural generati- 
on. 

Adam was not only the common head 
of mankind, as repreſenting all meer men, 
but alſo he was the gia of all men in 
order to propagation. As repreſentative, 
he was capable to forfeit much good. 
As he was the common parent, he muſt 
tranſmit the nature which he had with 
its impurities. He was to propagate his 
kind; Gen. v. 4. he begat Seth in his ow! 
Bikeneſs ; this is oppoſed to the likeneſs of 
God, wherein Adam was made, ver. 1. * *. 
| el 
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| of an unclean ? Job xxiv. 4. 
be Pure who is born of a woman? Job xxv. 
4. A pe 
nerate à child free 
. I the father be naturally void of ſpiritual 
| will: be 10 And if we are born void of 
wiſdom and holineſs, we muſt be vain, 
© fooliſh; and ungod 
muſt be unholy, if it be not holy. This 
made David own, I was 
, and in Vn did my mother conceive me, 
Pfal. li. v. This is ſo fixed a rule, that. 
our bleſſed Lord muſt have an extraor- 
dinary generation, to eſcape the polluti- 
on of human nature: Mary was found 
© with child of the Holy Ghoſt, Acts 1. 18, 
20. The Spirit eee her; and this 
Chriſt is the only one born boly, Luke i. 

35. Others are made holy by grace. Some, 
it may be, 
J ju none are naturally fo, or by genera- 
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52th was the father of the holier part of 
the world, and a good man; yet he was 


not begotten after God's likeneſs, or with 
n nature in its original purity, but with 
F a nature as depravectin fallen Adam.  Lap- 
ſed, corrupted nature, cannot propagate a 


Come cut 


holy nature. Can à clean 75 0 
ow can he 


rſon naturally ſinful, cannot. ge- 
rom that ſinfulneſs: 


the ſon in the courſe of nature 


ly; for human nature 


apen. in iniqui- 


are renewed in the womb; 


: Therefore if thou ſhouldſt aſk, why 


| n not good men naturally beget good 
E 4 children? + 
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children? I anſwer, their bet is ſy: 


peradded to their natures, it comes by ano- | 
ther law than that of nature ; their grace is C the 
from Chriſt for the Alion of their on ſtr? 
petſons, but not to propagate to their off 1 
ſpring by generation. 1 
Oh young man ! thou ſeeſt 5 00 Bra 
groaneſt under Adam's fall, and labour- : 
eſt. under the depravedneſs of human na- "7 
ture, as propagated. fram Adam by thy 5 
anceſtors down to thee! and is there ever Mn 
a child here, but is a living witneſs to | Wa 
this corruption? Are you not all, proner my 
to ſin, than holineſs? Is it not eaſier to my 
make you. vile, than to make you graci- 1 
ous? Do not fewer and weaker arguments yo! 
incline you to be wicked, than to be 58 
godly ? Is there not that in thee, which on 
ſerves inſtead of a tempter to evil, tho yo 
there were no ill example or follicitati- me 
on from without ? Wert thou ever ſenſible vi 
of this, oh child > Haſt thou been yet bu 
truly humbled for original ſin? Thou wert TI 
wicked while an infant, as to the tem- Tt 
per of thy foul; the corrupt nature thou. E 
then hadſt, is the ſpring of all thy vanity. 145 
Thy nature is, to be fooliſh, to lie, to ple 
be unclean, and what elſe is vile. That 4 

nature while unrenewed, will expreſs its 1 
unholineſs and enmity againſt God, one Or 
way or another. It's true, the power of one * 


5 contrary 
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contrary luſt, may bridle or deſtroy ano- 
ther: Thy bodily conſtitution, God's re- 
ſtraints, education, Sc. may prevent the 
raging of ſome luſts; but the malignity con- 
tinueth, and cannot fail to govern, till the 
grace of Chriſt do alter thee, _ | 
2. Why do childhood and youth continue 
vain * 

Anſtw. Childhood and youth continue 
vain for want of a due uſe of means appoint- 
ed. for their healing. O young people, here 
are three things in this that are very fit to 
move you. . | 
(I.) Here's comfort, that the vanity of 
youth is healable. Thy caſe is ſad, -but *tis * 
not deſperate. There's hope in 1/rael con- 
cerning the recovery of ſinners in their 
youth. The devils became wicked, and 


never can be recovered ; they may gro- 


viler, but they can never grow better 3 
but bleſſed be. God, this is not thy caſe. 
The wound, though ſad, is yet curable. - 
There have been many young folk made 
pious and ſerious, J1/aac was good be- 


times, Timothy and John were old. difci- - 
ples, before they could call man. Zoſtab's 


tender years were impreſs'd with grace. 


I*have known undoubted evidence of 
grace - before ten years old. Oh then you 


need not reſolve to be vile, becauſe *tis in 
vain to attempt to be good, No, no. No 
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70ung perſons in this aſſembly need to ſay 
10 er think ſo; God has not 05 
folved againſt yaung perſons, that they 
ſhall never be recovered ; nay, he has de- 
- termined, that cu! of the mouth of babes 
and fucklings be will ordain praiſe, Pſal. 
vili. 2. Children! our Lord Jeſus has 
never ſaid, he will have nothing te do 
with ſuch as you, Pl neither waſh you, 
nor heal you, nor teach you: Nay, he 
has ſaid quite otherwiſe, Suffer little children 
to come unto me, and forbid them not, &c. 
Mar. xix. 14. The Spirit of God never 
reſolved, I will convince no wicked chil- 
_ dren, I will ſanctify no profane youth; 
nay, inſtead of that, to you. he ſpeaks, 
in Pſal. xxxiv. 11. Come ye children, beark- 
en io me, and I will teach you the fear if 
the Lord. The Spirit has a mind to be the 
teacher of children, and the inſtructer of 
youth; he has a mind to train up the 
young generation for heaven, as well as 
the old ones. So that young ones may ſay 
to day, why though I am wicked, yet 
there's hepe; and though J have a vile na- 


ture, yet there's hope. I may be recover- 10 
ed even though my whole frame ſeems thus * 
ſet for villany, and appears thus deſperate- 


ly diſpoſed. 
There's the firſt point, and that's a great 
matter; and under the power of-that, I 
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preach to young ones; and under the hopes 
that you young ones ſhould regard what I 
ſay, and urge; for the caſe of yourn is 
healable. Bo 

(2.) Here's a loud call to you, that God 


ty. 


uſes means to heal young ones of their vani- 
Is God at 


This confirms the former. 


pains with youth to make them better? 
Then there's hope of youth; for God would 
not be at this labour if it were wholly uſe- 


lefs. 


O my friends ! God has ſent his Son to 


die for young children, as well as old men; 
even young ones receive forgiveneſs by his 
blood; My little children to whom I write, for 
your fins are forgiven, 1 John ii. 12. The 
Spirit of God ſtrives with many young ones, 
as ſoon as they can underſtand any thing 


he bids early 
believe there is not a child of fix 
under the goſpel means, but the Spirit of 
God has been fr 


for your compliance. I do 
years old 


riving with. This holy one 


can truly ſay, I have been dealing with this 
child to make it happy. © „ Obs 
Pray let's a little conſider: Theu child 


or youth) ha 


ſt thou had no ſenſe of hell's 


miſery ever upon thy heart ? Haſt thou ne- 


ver 


been ene that *twas ill to lie, 


or ſwear ?' Haſt thou never found preflin "g 
motions to be good, and to REN again 
evil? Have no good defires ſtirred in thy 


wol? 


Why, all theſe were the workings 
| of 
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of the Spirit of God on thy. poor l. 

God has been labouring with every young 
body in this congregation. He has been 
25 n with thee, by the advice of thy 
parents: When they taught thee to read, 

or taught thee thy catechiſm, or inſtruct- 
ed thee to pray, it was God by them taking 
pains with thee.. 

We preachers. preach. to you young 
ones, as well as to the old, Nay, we preach 
to you with more hopes, expecting that 
you are. not hardened as old perſons. are. 

oung people. conſider ! have not the mer. 

cies of God, have not the preſervations of 
God towards you, been.ſo many teachers? 
| What has been the language of every mercy. 
to thee child, to you young ones, but this? 
Oh children! don't you provoke this. God; 
don't make me your enemy; for you ſeo 
I wonld fain do you good, I. would fan 
be merciful, and not a deſtroyer. of you. 
Nay, have not afflictions been, the pains 
of God with you? Is there ever a young 
one here, that has not been ſick at one 
time or, other?. Why the Lord ſent. that 
tickneſs to thee, and ſpake in this man- 
ner thereby, I. will warn this young one 
to be religious, Jeſt he. ſhould, die be- 
fore he be converted. All the corrections 
of thy parents, and maſter, for thy ſin, 
D all been the calls of God; z. and . 
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language in them all has been, I would 
fain imbitter fin to this poor young one, 
by ſomething ſhort of hell. I would glad- 
ly reſtrain the wickedneſs of this 8 
that J may not damn him. Tou ſee, you 
had need look to it, for God has uſed 
means towards your recovery. Think not, 
God doth not mean me in his word. Don't 
ſay, God did not intend my cure in the 
helps I enjoy. But believe he intendeth 
thee as well as any other. It's thy en- 
| lightening, oh young man! he intends by 
all his teaching, Tis thy converſion, O 


young woman ! that he deſigns by all his 
calls. All [theſe have been directed upon 


this very deſign; and leſt you ſhould doubt 
it, the Spirit of God does particularly 
name you: O young, men and maids ! praiſe 
you. the Lord, Pſal. cxlviii.. Young. men. be 
ſaber, Tit. ii. 6. Nay, Chriſt himſelf tells 
us, in Prov. i. 4. that his great deſign there, 


is, 10 giue diſcretion to the ſample young ones. 
Therefore I beg, that not one young body 


in this place may forget what I. ſay now, 
that they fruſtrate God's hopes, if they be 
not good; and diſappoint, him of. all his 
labour, if they be not gracious. All the 
| that have. been taken with them, are 
| loſt upon them. And will God bear this? 
_ Will he always bear this ? What will .be- 
come of ou, if you proceed this way? 
1 Here's 


* 


4 
* 
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(33) Here's an awful charge, that you 
young men continue vain, becauſe you 
don't rightly uſe the means for your heal- 
ing. Ah, ſad charge! The caſe of young 
ones is eurabſe, but why is it not altered 
before now? Why, O conſcience ſpeak |! 
Children, you have conſciences; young ones, 
you have conſciences; can you fay it is 
long of God J am vile tl? *tis long of 
the want of means that T am vife ſtill? Ah, 
friend! The Father, Son, and Spirit, can 
all ſay, tis not my fault that this child 
is bad ſtill; 'tis not my fault this young 
man and woman is wicked ſo long; *cis not 
long of me. May not the Spirit of God 
ſay, I have taken more pains with this 
child, and ſpoken oftner to this young per- 
fon, than'T' have done with thowſands in 
the world. Alas! So it is concerning e- 


very one of you. Children of pagans, in 


all their days never had thy helps. Con- 
fider a little with your ſelves, God may 
this day ſay, I began early with this young 


one; I have ſtill pleaded after many a' re- 


pulſe, I have followed him and her from 
day to day, and from fin to fin. Oh 
how carneft have I been with this young 
Eripling, that I could propoſe very little 


good by; yet have I taken pains and la- 


8 bour with him. Come, young people, 
ð it now to begin? That God has cry'd 
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to you, Turn unto me, why will you die?. 
Ezek. xxxiii. 11. Is now the firft time 
that he has ſaid unto you, When will you 
be made dean? when ſpall it once be? Jer. 


xiii. 27. Has Chrift never ſaid unto thee, 


O look to me, and be ſaved! look ta me 
for help, for there's help no where elſe. 
Thy diftreſs makes me needfu], and pity 
makes me willing. Lay theſe things to 
heart, and 1 will defy any young body in 
this place, to go away, ind: fay ; I have 
lived up to what I know, I have improv- 
ed all that God has afforded me, but he 
denied to give me more : I am miſerable 
and wicked ſtill, becauſe God has refuſed 
to help me, when I have Rogues it of 
him.—Is there any that can talk at this 


rate? No, not one: Not one? Why then, 


whence is it that we have ſo many young 
people bad ſtill? why ſtill fo fatal to thy 
ſelf? Why a ſlave to baſe luſts? O friend! 


God knows the cauſe, and thou knoweſt 


the cauſe: thou didſt not uſe that know- 
ledge thou haſt; thou didſt not improve 
thy opportunity. Doth not conſcience wit- 
neſs thy ear has not been opened, thy 
heart has not been attentive, hou didſt 
uot frame 10 turn unto the Lord, Hoſ. v. 
4. God can fay this day, this poor crea» 
ture might have been in a good caſe 3 
he would have been ſerious before now, 
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if he would but have yielded to my 3 
ings, if he had turned at my reproofs. 
This young body would have been an e- 


minent chriſtian before now, had all my 


impreſſions been retained, and all my calls 
complied with; he had known me better, 
had he been but teachable in my ways, as 
he was in other things, Prov. ii. 15. 

Oh then, young people! conſider with 


your ſelves what has been your caſe 3 you 


have told God plainly, I will not come 
| to thee that 1 might have life. Where's 


the young body that Has not practically 


given God a denial ? Every time thou 
wert under convictjon of ſin, and didſt 
not leave it, .thow didſt tell God; Lord, 
ine, but I love my fin bet- 
ter: I would be happy for .ever, but I 
wall not, unleſs. I may be wicked in this 
world. The youngeſt here hath the great 
hand in his own ruin; he that is but 
of ten years old, if he periſh, he 1s his 
own deſtroyer : (I think it's true of many 
younger.) 
Children] You were born vain, and you 
have wilfully choſen. to. remain ſo. You 
may be ready to accuſe Adam, by whom 
you became wicked, . but it is your own 
fault that you continue wicked, ſince God 
hath provided a remedy. It's your fin, that 
you are no better for mercies, no better 


for 
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for affliction, no better for means; wick- 
ed before, and wicked ſtill. 
O therefore! what will you be able to 
anſwer? How fad is it! That any young 
body here ſhould be foreed to ſay, Lord, 
tis my fault that Jam no better for a Chriſt, 
and no better for the goſpel 3 my miſery 
is of my own chooling 3 God has taken 
ains with me, but *tis all Joſt through the 
e of my will. | 

Theſe three things are plain wider that 62 
cond head; wherein you ſee . young peo- 
ple remain vile and vain. . 

g. Youth becomes yet more vain 55 evil 
euſtams, and indulging carnal (elf. Vanity 
unhealed is of an improving nature; and 
there's no bad child, but grows worſe, 
Sin is not a ſtream that grows empty, or 
a root that dies by mere time: God knows, 
we have had experience of that. Alas, 
how does villany grow with yearsdd The 
child that began with few ſins, grows dp 
to many ſins; inſomuch that we have ſome 
young men before eighteen, haye com- 
mitted as great ſins as the man of eighty. 
Touth enters with leſſer ſins, and pro- 
ceeds to groſſer ſins. We have many young 
people that ſeem to abound in wicked- 
neſs, as they improve in age; as if they 
grew older only that they may grow viler. 
Oh, what a mercy would it have 2 

7. 1 Or 


— 
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for. thoſe to have died in the. womb ! Or 
any one year before another! Now, firs, 


whence is it? how can it be, that young : 


people ſhould grow vainer n ne in- 
ſtead of better and better kk 

I tell you one ſin brings on another 5 
by the leſſer, thou art fitted for a greater. 


Sinful habits are ſtrengthened by ſinful 


acts; and fear and. Ga: for fin wear off, 
yea, are even extinguiſhed by la courſe of 
in. O poor ſoul ! Satan has got the fa- 
ſter hold; the ſpirit has been provoked, 


and given over ſtriving 3: and it may be 


thy parents through ' deſpair, have almoſt 
given over praying: Canſciencè that, watn- 
ed thee, is ſear*dand/filenceth and fo the 
wicked creature Has. his whole ſcope, 2 
Nm. iv. 2. God ſays of him, let this poor 
ereature alone, III ſtrive with him no 
mote, Gen. vi. 3. G young folles! you 
ma bkehardened before you grow old; 
. buſt: may be ſtrongly: rooted-- before'-old 


e; and I fear it is ſo with abundance: 


youth. Is it not ſo with ſome of you? 
Did not ſome of you bluſh at a little ſin, 


and now thou canſt mock at great nes? 


Are there not ſome among you that once 
dared not to tell a ſmall lie, and now you 
can lie all ſorts? Are there none here 
that trembled when they ſwore a lit- 


Er oath, and now can ſwear at the 
bloodieſt 
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bloodieſt rate, and add blaſphemy and curſ- 
ing to their oaths? Sirs, did not ſome of you 
feel a check for a light act, and now you 
can cqmmit fornication and uncleanneſs 
without any inward rebuke? It was hard 
do bring thee to pilfer a penny, and now 
thou canſt ſteal ſhillings and pounds. It 
was much ado that thou could'ſt endure 


to be drunk in the night, but now th b. | 
canft do it openly, and glory in it. Thog®: . 
durſt not formerly have negletted a ſer- 


mon, and thou.muſt pray by thy ſelf ; but 
now, alas, poor creature! thou canſt play 
away a whole ſabbath, and ſpend weeks 
without prayer, without one ſerions Pray- 
or. My friends, what's the matter? Is 
ſin grown a leſs evil? By no means. IS 
30d, and heaven, and hell, leſs certain? 


No, no, firs, you will feel it. to your coſt, 


Is thy poor foul leſs precious, and lefs 


valuable? No, this is not it neither. But 


the reaſon of it is this, wickedneſs is 
grown by wickedneſs 3. committing ſin has 
made it eaſy 3 the current of fin running, 
has made the channel wider, and the 
oppoſition lefs. Oh, therefore, for the 
Lord's ſake, begin this day to conſider, 
the devil is grown more impetuous by 
thy conſent: And I can tell thee to day, 
and let the youngeſt of you obſerve it, 
that if thou continueſt wicked, thou _ 
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be ts more and more ſo. And thoy 
wouldeſt not bluſh to think what wicked- 
neſs thou wilt hereafter come to: As Ha- 
zael, when it was foretold him by the Pro- 
phet what -cruelties he ſhould commit, 
cries out, 1s thy ſervant a dog? 2 Kings 


100 


viii. 13, &c. Thus J have finiſhed what I 


intended in the explication; I now. come 
to the uſe. OO wa 

Fir, by the way of. inference z the Lord 
ſet it home. Some owned great good on 
this day twelve- month; may more receive 


good to day. The inferences then are 
Ws. -.... 


, How diſmal a fight -doth this 


truth afford us of this world? Childhood 
and youth is vanity.. Ah, Lord! How 
true then is it, that even he whole World 
lies in wickedneſs? 1 John v. 19. the great- 
er part doth ſo; for young people are ma- 
ny more than old ones. The chief part 
of age is vanity ; the beſt part of time is va- 
nity 3 childhood is the time fitteſt to learn in; 
youth is the time fitteſt to act in, and yet both 
theſe are vanity. Oh, how little are hea ven- 
ly deſigns carried on by yqung ones? Oh, how 
little is God wor ſh ipp'd and ſerv'd by young 
ones? How few of them are engag'd in their 
own true concerns? Dreadful! That in youth 


we will do nothing, and in age we can de no- 


thing! Oh, who loves God, and is not „ 
pn | ed! 
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ed? Who loves fouls, and is not melted? All 
come ſick into the world, and moſt men 
grow more diſeaſed by their ſtay there. All 
come miſerable, and moſt help on each 
other*s ruin, and encreaſe their own, Oh, 
how many go off the ſtage, and have 
reaſon to wiſh, would to God I had periſh'd 
before I ſaw the light? So like hell is this 
preſent ſtate, that it's a wonder we are able 
to take any delight therein. God is ſerious 


with people in their younger years, and 


they heed it not. Miniſters are earneſt 
with young people, and they regard it not: 
Ah, poor avretches! They think we have 


nothing to do with them. Oh, young ones! 


Help us to mourn to day, for I am calling 
on men to mourn: for you, who in your 
youth yield your ſelves up to your luſts, 
and thereby are injurious to Chriſt, and 
cruel to your own ſouls, and will you be 
unmoved ? 5 N 
Inf. 2. What care is incumbent in pa- 


rents and. maſters, in the managing of 


young perſons? Youth is vain, and that 


beſpeaks a ſuitable carriage. O parents, 


you don't beget angels, but ſinful chil- 


} drenz you breed up corrupt ones, and 
not perfect ones. Few are ſanctified in 


the womb, and therefore you ſhould deal 
with children as with depraved and cor- 


rupt perſons, as with them whoſe ' child- 


hood 


n n 
hood and youth is vanity. The very di- 
ſtemper directs parents and maſters in their 
duty and carriage towards their children : 


I ſhall eſpecially name parents in my di- 


rections. mY 255 
e.) Children are ignorant; oh therefore 
take you occaſion to inſtruct them. Alas 
canſt thou let thy children be unacquainted 
with God, and inſenſible of their own miſery, 
or the way of their eſcape? What, muſt thy 
child be inſpired, or it muſt periſh for want 
of knowledge ? If it muſt know, pray who 
1s fitteſt to teach it? Upon whom does it 
lie in point of duty as it does ypon you? 
And who has the advantage of doing it as 
thou haſt? Who is ſo like to prevail with 
thy child as thy ſelf? None faithfully de- 
dicates his child to God in infancy, that 
will not carefully inſtruct him when of age 
to learn. 1-56 1 15 
(2. ) Youth bave .unruly appetites, and 
therefore don't indulge them, Oh that 
every parent here had but his heart open 
to what I ſay! And I ſpeak it out of 
. pity to the ſouls of young ones. Tis 
an ill-practice in parents to Feed their 
child by the cravings of-its luſt, and not 
by their own judgment. I will tell you 
the miſchief of it ; beſides the laying a 
foundation of diſtempers in age, it gives 
the appetite. an ungovernable farce. Chil 
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dren being always indulged in what they 
crave, cannot deny themſelves any thing 
they deſire; and by the ſame rule, that 
they muſt now eat what and when, and 
drink what and when they will, while they 
are under your care; they will be drunk 
and whore, Sc. when they grow in years. 
Their rea ſon cannot bridle it then, if yours 
(which ought to guide them) neglect to do 
it now. Oh dreadful thing! that any 


childrens appetites ſhould come from un- 


der their parents tuition unbridled. I look 
on nothing a greater reproach to parents. 
And what's the ground of all wicked- 
neſs in the world, more than an inordinate 
appetite? Vet how few parents do help to 
cure it while curable! Whereas an appetite 
curbed in childhood would endure a denial 
n nad chil eee Pen erg: 
( 3.) Youth have violent humours, and 
ſelfiſhneſs, and therefore don't fooliſhly 
gratify them. A child left to himſelf, brings 
his mother *to ſhame, Prov.” xxix. 15. O 
what a deviliſh ſight | how pleaſing to Sa- 


- 
. „ 


tan, to ſee children cockered, and youth 


indulged? It's peeviſh, then all muſt be 
done to pleaſe it; it's obſtinate, and it muſt 


have its will; it's revengeful, and it muſt 


not be checked; this is the way of moſt 

parents. And *tis-juſt with God that child 

mould break your hearts, whoſe will you 
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never broke. How many poor creatures 
will have cauſe in hell to curſe their parents? 
Dreadful ! That they prove the worſt ene- 
mies to their e under a . of 
fondneſs. in 

(4. Youth have: many is. and: are prone 
to in; therefore be afraid for them, and 

revent all occaſions. Fob knew this, (Job 

5:) He went and offered ſacrifice, leſt hi; 
chillen ſhould have ſinned, and curſed God in 
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der what brittle veſſels children be] what 
dried tinder youth is. Occaſions, though 


Oh then be perſuaded to chooſe the compa- 
ny of your children for them; ſee that it be 
of their own ſex, and virtuous. Put them 
1 to trades, and ſuch trades as haye the leaſt 
ſnares; ſet them in families where moſt good 
is to be got, and leaſt evil to be catch'd. 
Find them buſineſs and fulneſs of employ, 
and cut out their time for them. Parents, 
[| learn this wiſdom, that your children have 
h no time for idlenels. - Marry them, as ſoon 
| -as convenient, if ſo be Your are not very cer- 
tain of their ſobriety.” 

(5.) The vanity of youth is deep y eds 
therefore be i importunate pleaders, and ſharp 
correctors. If advice prevail not, tis not 
an eaſy thing to cure a child of its vanity, 
or r youth of its a Reiser is bound 
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their hearts; Oh that parents would conſi- 


ſmall, over-rule young perſons. What then? 
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| up in the heart of a child, the rod of correction 
will drive it far from him, Prov. xxii. 15. 
And withbold not correction from thy child, 
and be ſhall not die, Prov. xxili. 13. I look 
E on't as a fad ſign of growing villany in the 
next age, that correction is become unfa- 
ſhionable. The Lord pity us. Let me 
tell you once for all, firs, youth is govern- 
ed chiefly by fear; and they that loſe the 
benefit of that paſſion, loſe the greateſt ad- 
vantage which youth have to be manag'd 
or improv'd by. People may talk of love, 
but God's injoining the rod ſo oft, diſcovers 

that it will prevail but with very few. Wiſ- 
KF dom muſt be exerciſed in this matter, as the 
end may be beſt attained. But be aſſured, 
the blood of that child lies at the parents 
door, who might have been reform'd by 
> corrections, and was not. Can parents 
forget God's ſevere judgment againſt Eli 
for his indulgence to his ſons? Or do you 
think that children are now ſo harmleſs, 
that they need not to be corrected ? I ſhould 
have call'd you to give them good ex- 
| amples, as being powerful to encline them, 
who ſtrictly obſerve, and are prone to imi- 
tate you; they are apter to evil than good, 
deny them no help to their holy improve- 
ments, and create them no hindrances: But 
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Inf. 3. How ſhould young ones bear the 
rebukes and reſtraints of ſuperiors in ſenſe 
of their own vanity ? Here f call to young 
ones again. Parents and maſters know what 

will harm you, better than you do your 
ſelves; they know how weak you are to 
reſiſt temptations ; they know whatẽs ſinful 
and deſtructive better than you. Oh there- 
fore thank God! and thank them that are 
over you, who endeavour your healing, 
and don't ſuffer fin to lie upon you ; Lev. 
Xix. 17. If you be good your felves, you'll 
do the ſame for your children when you 
have them; therefore don't take that ill 
which is your neceſſary cure. But reckon 
- thus with your ſelves, Am I vain! Then, 
though I have not the liberty I would, and 
have not the allowance I deſire, matters 
are better order*d for me: For I can't bear 

thoſe other things. pens 
Inf. 4. How attentive ought you to be 
to all advices and pleadings of your rela- 
tions, being deſign'd to heal you? Oh! for 


thy ſoul's ſake, young one, never let the 
advice of thy parents be loſt ; never let MW | 
thy friends cqunſel and reproof be loſt ; GE 
becaufe *ris all deſigned to remove this by N. 
diſeaſe. Thou doſt not ſee the hell thou ef] te. 
art juſt running into; thou doft not ſee Sud 
Mer tw, 


the heaven thou art flying from; thou 
doſt not ſee the God thou haſt . 
| Es thou 
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thou doſt not know the mifery thou art 


under; thou art ignorant what grace, 
what wiſdom thou wanteſt. How much 
muſt thou learn and attain, before thou 


art wiſe or good! thou art ignorant of 


many ſnares, and fins ; thy folly hides thy 
folly from thee. O therefore! be hearti- 
ly intent to all their advices, and ſay to 


thy ſelf, Lord, is this for my cure, and 


ſhall T negleR it? Is this reproof for my 
good, and ſhall I make light of it? Is all 


and ſha 
forbid ! 

Inf. 5. How great a wonder of grace 
is a young convert? And how thankfully 


| ſhould ſuch acknowledge it? O the pow- 


er that makes the vain 80175 come to 
himſelf! Luke xv. 17. How near does 


God come to the foul, to tame it, when 
*tis like a wild aſs's colt? How efficaci- 
ous is grace, that overcomes luſt in its 


| greateſt rage? And that deadens tempta- 
| tions when they ſtrike on youth, ſo pions: 
. 


to reliſh the offer, and yield to it 


bleſſed work ! that inclines us to fear that 
God, whom in our youth we are fo apt to 


E * 


Having laid theſe things before you, I. 
offer two general uſes of exhortation, 
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this N to heal m. poor diſeaſed ſoul, 
all I caſt it behind my back? God 
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_ Exh. 1. Reflect on, your ſelves, whether 
you, are under this vanity, or delivered 
from it, Young folks, I ſpeak moſtly to 
you, and therefore I intreat you for the 
Lord's ſake to lay to heart what I am ſay- 
ing. Your caſe is diſmal, you are born 
vain, and prone to be vain ; are you ſtill ſo 
or not? It is a great work that goes to the 
healing you; is that work paſſed on thee ? 
*Tis a great deal of God goes to the making 
a youth good, and ſerious; . have I felt 
that? Pray aſk your ſelves, am] vain, or 
am I nut? Is my heart a ſpring: of divine 
motions, or. beaſtly inclinations? Young 
people, how is it with you? Try your ways. 
they under the government of grace, 
or of luſt? Are they under the conduct of 
wiſdom or folly ? Aſk. your ſelves, do my 
ways profit or hurt people? Is it not time 


toaſk? What, firs! are the years you have 


ſpent unfit to be enquired after? Or is thy 
{in not worth being concerned about? Oh! 
aſk your ſelves often, what am I doing? 


Whither am I going? Does my walk pleaſe 


God, or provoke him? Do I walk with 


him, or do I forſake him? Try and judge 
impartially. It's thy greateſt concern; 
thou mayeſt deceive thy ſelf, thou canſt 
not delude thy God, who will judge as the 
matter truly ſtands with thee. How. is it 


with you, O young ones! there's none here 


but 


enquir 
deter n 
Ex 
your e 
whole 
as are 
Such a 
of theſ 
aſſemb 
under t 
vered f 
in you} 
.) 
power 
you be 


cContinu 
dare ye 
Shall t 
| cage 
| which 
| honour 
| heal ch 
introdu 
parts, : 
portuni 


deal of 


Cnitbnoopard You TH, * 109 


but ought to be concern'd how 'tis with 
them. You will be concern'd, nay with- 
ina while you muſt be concern'd ; therefore 
enquire this to day, and never reſt till! it be 
determined. 

Exb. 2. Receive difections ſuitable to 
your caſe : And here I muſt divide this 
whole aſſembly into two parts: Firſt, Such 
as are under the power of vanity. econdly, 
Such as are by grace delivered from it. One 
of theſe two is the caſe of every one in this 
aſſembly. Young and old, you are till 
under the power of vanity, or you are deli- 
vered from it. There is a great difference 
in your c caſe, I'll ſpeak to each. 

(..) Thoſe of you that are yet under the 
power of this vanity. Poor ſouls! would 
pou be delivered? Or have you a mind to 
continue what you are? Come, children, 
dare you be ſtill blind, and ſtill obſtinate? 
Shall thy ſoul that was made for God, be 
a cage of unclean birds? Sha l thy tongue 
which is his glory, be employed to his diſ- 
bhonour? O young body l. ſhall not Chriſt 
| heal thee of that nature, which the devil 
introduced? Wilt thou live a brute and a 
| devil ſtill ? Shall fatan ſerve himſelf of thy 
| parts, and of thy ſtrength, and of thy op- 
| portunities ? Shall the devil ſay of thee, 
here's a child, I hope, will do me a great. 
deal of drudgery i ?” Here's a young perſon 


F 3 8 will 
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will do my work while he lives, and 
damned with me when he dies? Young 
folks, fatan ſtands by, and ſeems to ſpeak 
thus of you. And muſt Chriſt all this 
while weep over thee, and ſay, here's a 
young thing that's my creature, but he 
will rebel againſt me as long as I ſpare 
him? Here's a youth fit to ferve me, but 
he will bring on me all the diſhonour that 
he can, and obſtruct my. intereſts as far as 
he is able. Here's a ſtripling that I ye 
with my blood, but he ſerves ſatan before 
me, and will not be ſaved, unleſs a- 
gainſt his will? For the Lord's fake 
lay theſe things to heart to day! What 
lay you, child, to this? What ſay you, 
oung people? 1 hope ſome of you will 
be ready to anſwer, O fir, help me, 
| give me ſome counſel, for I am weary 
| of this preſent condition, and would be 
| in a better; if ſo, take theſe few ad- 
| views and reſolve to follow them in ear- 
| neſt. „„ 
N [.] Believe how bad thou art by na- 


1 


ture, and bewail it before God. Oh, tis 


{ thy picture J have been drawing, as bad 
| as it is | come poor young folks, you that 
| pride your ſelves when you look in the 
j glaſs, could you but ſee your fouls with a 
| right eye, you would abhor your ſelves, 


Young people, will you believe God ſpeak: 
OR BOY DOE e ing 
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ing of you? Does not he ſay you are vain 
and vile? Will you believe all the wiſe peo- 
ple that know you? And will they not all 
agree in this, that thou art a ſinful wretch- 
dq d creature? Doth not thy own experience 
convince thee? Oh friend! own it, and go 
away mourning. How canſt thou but do 
; fo, when thou conſider'ſt, my heart is fil- 
thy, my affections diſorder'd, the powers 
0 of my ſoul poor and wounded, the image of 
HO od loſt, ſatan's nature is viſible upon me; 
1 
e 


what a reproach doth every title faſten ? 
What can be ſaid worſe of thee, than that 
-  thouartthus? Is this a caſe to be reſted in? 


© WF Is this a ſtate to be quiet in? Yet this is 
it thy caſe, O young perſon ! by nature thou 
, arc full of what's hateful to God, and 
IN hurtful to others; thou art intent on thy 
„ © own ruin. Oh, firs! the moſt innocent 


'' © young ſinner here, is fuller of poiſon than 
be a toad, and filthier than a ſwine. All of 
d- you are thus by nature, and yet thou re- 
- & maineſt ſo. i 

18᷑2.] Confider often how miſerable thou 
1a- = art, whilſt thou continueſt thus vain, Dan- 
11s ger will affright ſome, whom fin will not. 
But, O how unable am I to repreſent the 
horror of this to you! young people, you 
| are children of wrath as well as others, Eph. 
n. 3. Every luſt is a killing wound; eve- 
ry ſtep is on the brink of hell. There's 
| Ex: "OT 
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not a wicked child in this congregation, 


but I can ſtand over it, and ſay, here's a. 


child with whom God's angry every day ; 
here's a young body, for whom God reſerves 
his wrath, (Nah. i. 2.) and ſees his time a 
coming. Young people, ſure you will 


be afraid to go home, and ſay, I am a ſin- 
ner, and I am an impenitent ſinner, and 
therefore an unpardon'd ſinner; a ſinner. 


for whom everlaſting wrath is reſerved, 
Once for all, you reſolve to be wicked, 
2nd God cannot bur be juſt. You will not 
be born again, and God muſt keep you out 
of his kingdom then, 7ohn ui. 3. You 
will live after the fleſh, ay, and God is as 
reſolved you ſhall die in your fins, Rom. viii. 


13. Come young people, God will be as 


peremptory as you, and. his will ſhall 


ſtand. Therefore tremble to go out of this 


congregation, unleſs in a founder mind than 
you came. 

[ 3. ] Be convinced that nothing ſhort 
of renewing grace can ſavingly heal thee. 
Morality may poliſh thee ; fear and ſhame 


may reſtrain and conceal a ſinner, but *tis 


only grace can truly alter a ſinner. O 
my friends, it muſt be a new heart, or it 
will always be a vain heart. Vain incli— 


nations will govern, ?till God writes bis 


law there, Heb. viii. 10. The youngeſt 
muſt be a new creature, or natural cor- 
ruption 


atoner 
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7 uption will baffle all ann Gal. 


vi. 15. 


T&EÞ Be ſur, grace cannot 5 had 


but 1 God, through Chriſt, by the 
operations of chis Spirit. Don't think it 
an eaſy thing to attain grace, though it 
be necefſary to have it. Young folks, God 
muſt open his treaſures anew, or you will 
for ever want it. Chriſt muſt plead for 
thee; or thy diſeaſe is incurable; he muſt 
act towards thee as redeemer, and not 


meerly as creator, unleſs he paſs by thee 
as one rejected. He : ſeeks: the loſt ſheep, 


Mat. xviii. 12. he makes the ſtubborn 
willing; faith is his gift; conſent is his 


purchaſe, as well as the bleſſings annexed 


to it. There is no otber name by which we 
can be ſaved; (Accs! iv; 12.) there is no other 


fountain of grace or help. Know alfo, 
it's the Spirit muſt; give of Chriſt's fal- 


neſs; Jobn xvi. 14. He muſt enlighten thee, 
O child, or thou wilt go blind to thy 


grave; her muſt renew thee, or thou wilt 
die in thy uncleanneſs. Chriſt made the 
atonement, but the Spirit makes us capa- 
ble of its application. Chriſt hath acqui- 
red a fulneſs of grace and: bleſſings; it's 
by the Spirit he imparts thereof to man- 


{ Men cannot renew thee :: Means of them- 


ſelves are too weak! to alter thee. * Oh; 
ng: look: upwards ! wait on God: direct 


* 5 thy 


114 - The Vanity of - 


thy eye to Chriſt, depend on the haly Spi- 
rit, as able to conquer thy aan and 
ready to work by the means to r his 


preſence } is promiſed. 


F 5. ] Qbſerve, . _ the more thou ſin⸗ 
neſt, and the longer thou art graceleſs, the 
more oppoſition thou layeſt in the way af 
grace. Think feriouſſy of this; the hopes 


of the ſoul are upon the Spirit's working, 


and the diſpofedneſs of the heart to yield 
unto; them. "Oh, my friends! will you go 
on in fin? Then the irit of God will 
leave you, he will not akuays Arive, Gen. 
vi. 3. The more you fin, the more you 
quench the Spirit. Will you go. on in ſin? 
Then your heart will be hardned the more, 
Heb. iii. 8, Wilt thou go on delaying ? 
Then to morrow it will be harder to pre- 

vail with thee than to day. Oh! therefore 
be alarm'd to day. Mita fin will ſtrength- 


en your luſts, and further prejudice your 


foul againſt Chriſt. Is not. converſion dit- 


_ ficult enough already? Is there need. to 


make it next to.impaſſible ? For the Lord's 
fake conſider ! greater offences may make 
God and men fay of thee, this wretch is 
reſolved againſt grace, he arms himſelf 
againſt hope. 

[.] Reſolve within thy. ſelf, that thou 


wilt fallow after Chriſt, ads throw'off thy 


vanity without delay. Oh, that I _ 
Lf 2 ut 


b. . 


but get this conſent from you all this day ! 


that all the young 75 le in this congrega- 0 


tion would ſay, O Lord, Amen, Amen. 
Come, poor finners, put ir to your ſelves 
this moment. Say, for this I will pray, 
that I may ceaſe to be vain; I will medi- 
rate for this; I will hear for this. O young 
folks, that are yet in a ſtate of fin, you 


have work enough for your time! ſome- 


times you know not how to paſs away 


your time. What, ſpiritually blind, and 


not know how to paſs away time? What, 
dead and graceleſs, and not know how to 


paſs away time? A ſinner wild in his frame, 
and have no work? Oh! be intreated this 


day to be earneſt with God, and never be 
quiet till he has given thee wiſdom inſteat 


of folly ; 'till he has given thee ſobrietx 
inſtead of raſnneſs; humility inſtead of con- 
ceit; calmneſs inſtead of paſſion ; truth 
be ſatisfied 'cill 
God has brought thee to live to the beſt 


inſtead of falſnood. Never 


and higheſt parp poſes. And, oh, that eve- 
ry foul would fay, Amen! How would fa- 


*« be diſappointed ? How would heaven. 


rejoice? It would be thy beſt day, and the 
entrance of eternal life. 
05% But I believe ſome here are ready to- 
fay, fir, muſt I now change? Muſt I now 
ſtop my vanity ? Surely tis too ſoon : Sure F 
might ber 
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ain a little longer; there” $ no dah- 
ger in ir, I hope. Anf. 


'* 


vou do your ſelves. 
ceived : Don't you think God was angry 
with the children whom he flew by the. 
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Anſtw. My addreſs to you is, for this 


inſtant ; even to day harden not your hearts, 
Heb. iv. 7. Oh child ! juſt now: ceaſe to 
be vain. *tis late enough with the young- 
eſt of you. It's not too ſoon to ſtop a 
wicked courſe. Now, now thou ſhouldſt 


yield to Chriſt : If you aſk, why now? I 


tell you : 5 

(.) Becauſe young people's ſouls ſhall 
be ſaved or damned by the ſame rules as 
the old ones, if they be paſt infancy. Oh, 


if you die to night, God will judge you 


by the goſpel! (Kom. ii. 16.) and that's the 


| loweſt rule God can judge you by. Youth 


muſt be judged as well as men, Eccleſ. xi. 
10. Young ones that obey not the goſpel, 


ſhall not eſcape the vengeance, 2 Te. i. 
8 "SO 


8. 1 | 
(2.) God is concerned at, and provok'd 
by the vanity of children. Pray conſider ; , 


you think, it may be, that God takes no 
more notice of what you ſay or do, than. 
Alas! you are de- 


Bears, for deriding the prophet ? 2 Kings 
it, 24. God notes what you do: Young, 


anes, God doth not rule old men, and leave 


children to their own wills. His laws are pre- 
ſcribed to young men, under the ſame 


| threats, as to the old; and it's not indif- 


„ (erent. 


C1 
ferent 
what 
tor y. 
for his 


my 't! 


evil. 
5 
to Go 
entere 
rents, 
holy | 
ged i. 


and 1 


your 
Own. 
lie to 


- Oli; 


here 


CuilyHooDand VO ur B. 117 
ferent to him what you do. God obſerves 
what you do as much as any other perſon; 
for you are his ſubjects, you were made 
for his glory. Lou ſerve him, or his ene- 
'my' the devil, and What ow mw gs a gor 
8 
(3.) The youngeſt bf: oo: are e indir vows 
to God againſt yanity. I ſuppoſe you were 
entered into» God's covenant by your pa- 
rents, as Deul. xxix. 11, 12. Was not a 
holy heart, and a ſerious godly life enga- 
ged in that covenant, in oppoſition. to ſin 
and ſatan? You are dedicated to God in 
your infancy ; you are his, and not 1 
own, Young children! what, will you 
lie to God now ? Will you be perjur'd now? J 
Oh, God forbid ! Dare any young ; perſon 
here ſay, I was given to God in my infan⸗ 
cy, but I now retract it? I was ſworn to 
be the Lord's, but I will not keep to him? 
Baptiſm will fink thoſe children of belie- 
vers, who perform not their vows,. and 
practically renounce their God.. 8 
(4.) Let me tell you, if you remain vile 
all. your youth, a thouſand to one but you 
will be ever ſo. You may, die before you: 
are old, and then you are undone ; but if 
you live, and are not converted when 
young, it's improbable that ever you ſhould. 
Oh, it's ill dealing with old finners! they 
are conceited, full of prejudices, _— 
4 Ee 
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fed in wortdly cares; the calls and threat- 


nings of God are grown familiar to them, 
and their fouls ſtupid and void of affecti- 
ons. God makes now and then an inftance 


af grace in them, but tis rare. The laſt 


hour converts are next to miracles. Moſt 
feel that, be that hardens his heart, being of- 
n reproved, ſhall die withorg remedy, Prov. 
xxix. I. . 

| (5.) Again; oh, what ſervice mayſt thou 
do for God; when thou ceaſeſt to be vain 
betimes'! Come, my friends, what a heap 
will every day's little come to in time? It 
young perſons would but now begin to be 
holy, though they act but a little for God 
2 day, it will at length amount to 

much; as we ſay, he that begins with the 


| fun, will make a long'day's journey. Oh, 


how much do young people do for the devil, 
in a ſtate of ſin, when they live long! How 
large is the roll of their tranſgreſſions? And 
how much might they do for God in a ſtate 
of grace? How many may bleſs God for 
thee? What a publick bleſſing mayſt thou 
prove? Thou mayft thus be an eminent 
ſaint, much improved for heaven, and abun- 
dant in the fruits of righteouſneſs. 
(6.) Our youth wilt be the plague or 
hope of this land in this great criſis. Great 


things are before us; the rapid motion of 


providence hints no common matters. 
8 There 


There have of late been many ways ta- 
ken to dabauch young people in their man · 
ners, ta prejudice: them againſt: holineſs 


and-:ſobrigty. Nevertheleſs the holy God 


bas feafoned ſome young ones ; there are 
many looking heaven - ward, and God ſeems 
deſigned: to reform the reſt. Well, whe- 
ther of theſe two prevail, doth determine 
England's lot. Oh, if our youth grow 
yet more profligate, God's about to leave 
us! If he recover our youth, we may hope 


hell yet continue amongſt us. Young . - 


ones; 4 would be earneſt with you; for 
God indicates his mind to Exgland by you. 


Oh! be you all ready to ſay, can I help to 


ſave a nation? By the grace of God I will 
be one of thoſe that will do it; let ſatan 
and the world, and the Defh, ſtruggle with 
me as they can. 

(.) This youthful vavity continued in, 
will be the grief, and wounding of age, 
though thou fhouldſt be converted then. 
inthe do you now know what youthful fins 
may coſt you in old age. Thou makeſs me 
n poſſeſs the fins of "my youth, fays' Jab, 

chap. xi. 16. Oh! how bitter will the 
remembrance of paſt villanies be? How 
wilt thou tremble, to think thou haſt 
help'd any one in the way to hell, when 


b 4 thy: ſelf art got out of that road? 


| berg will it grieve thee to think moe 
een 
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ful ſins. 


1 T fo VaN1'TyY:of 1100 
been a means to damn any ſoul?” Can it be 
a little thing to thee? The joy of late con- 
verts is abated by the thoughts of youth- 
Paul carried it to the grave with 
him, that he was a perſecutor in his youth. 
Believe me, ſirs, the evidence of our con- 
verſion, when late, is more than made up 
by the innocency of our lives, when con- 
verted young. And they are to blame, 
who ſeem to complain that groſs villanies 
have not made their change more remark- 
able. Thus I have done with the firſt 2; 
God grant it be to fuch purpoſe, that none 
may go out of this place unwearied and 
unreſolved; unwearied with his vanity, 


and unreſolved. to put an end to it. 1 


thatt: next ſpeak, - 

(2.) To ſuch as through grace a are cel. 
881 from this vanity. 1165.3 

Before I enter on this, I Mull e 
you are our joy, and our crown. I would! 
could ſpeak it of every one here to day: Oh, 
that every young one in this place were 
af this number! You are our comfort, 
that God has ſome to propagate religion 
when we are dead and gone. How love-. 
ly is God's image in your tender years 
your grace is Jeſs queſtionable now than 
it would be, if you were: aged. I' ſay 
your converſion's more evident nom; for 
752 are now in your healrh and heat; you 
are 
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are now under the force of temptation; 
you are not decrepid and aged, and under 
the government of fear, as old folks be. 
Oh, my friends | what but grace can win 
your conſent to Chriſt, now when the de- 
vil and the world are ſtrongly bidding for 
it? You are like to reap the largeſt harveſt, 
becauſe you have the longeſt ſeed-time. 
You young ones that do fear the Lord be- 
times, you are like to be the more remark- 


able in the heavens. All the bleſſings that 


belong to the oldeſt ſaint, belong to you 
and Chriſt as truly loves you. The young- 
- eſt believer in this place may rejoice in all 
the fulneſs. of Chriſt, as his ſtore-houſe 
and ſecurity ; he may read over all the 


greateſt promiſes of the goſpel with com- 


tort, as his own. We bleſs'God for you. 
Bleſs God for your ſelves, that hath adopt- 
ed you for his, ſo ſoon, and thereby pre- 
vented much fin, and made you early bleſ- 
ſings. For your fake we hope the goſpel 
will not be removed from England; how 
happy are each of you? Your parents can 
die comfortably now that you are in Chriſt. 
Your friends look with joy upon you, as 
ſecure in your better part. Oh the com- 
fortable aſpect that every ſuch ſoul affords ! 
I will give you a few words of advice. 


i 


DIRECTI- 


r The VANITY of | 


Di R Ee rfoxs 10 ſach as are converted in 


younn. 


A [3.] Be watchful over your ſelves, be- 
caule ſome vanity remains in the beſt, 
while here, ' Satan would more gladly 


overcome you than others; and he knows 


there's matter for temptation to work on 
in thee, Youthful years are ſubje& to 
yonthful luſes: Young Timothy himſelf was 
warned of them by wiſe Paul, 2 Tim. ii. 
22. Therefore don't venture on occaſi- 
ons of vanity ; don't venture into temp- 


tations to ſin: Nothing but perfect grace 


perfectly heals the ſin of your conſtituti- 
on, Young ones, you don't think you 
are perfect | you are not thoroughly clean, 


| therefore walk carefully, walk watchful- | 


ly ; take care of voluptuouſneſs, for there 
is ſome unrulineſs in thy appetite ſtill. 
Take care of wanton dalliance, for there 


is ſome diſpoſition to uncleanneſs, 1 Tim. 
v. 2. Still take care of evil company; 


youth may be enſnared, though they are 
good: Avoid all frothy fociety, for youth 
1s apt to be perſuaded to loſs of time and 
levity : Therefore walk with watchfulneſs 


in whatever you are doing, You are not 


in heaven, though in a ſtate of grace; 
you are not perfect, though upright ; 
112 there- 


r ß . 


oy ore keep a jealous eye while your 


| your opinions; for truth admits the diſ- 


; up notions 3 determine not haſtily difficult 


are wiſe and aged; whoſe deep thoughts 


CHIILDHOO Dan YOUTH. 123 


years continue. 
1 2.] Keep humble and modeſt as to 


quiſitions of age and a long ſtudy. Young | 
ople think every notion they have got- 
ten is infallible ; and every plauſible reaſon 
is with them unanſwerable, But let me 
tell you, you will change your judg- 
ments, it may be before you die: And 
too much confidence in youth, leads a 
man to ſcepticiſm. in age; "I not wiſe in 
your own concetts, Prov. iii. 7. You are 
ſubject to error; in deep things your know- 
ledge can be but ſuperficial ; if you live 
i. you will bluſh at your preſent confi- 
dence : And therefore don't preſently take 


points. Make no noife about fingular opi- 
nions, and do not raſhly cenſure men that 


are preferable to a voluble tongue, or luxu- 


riant fancy. 
[ 3. ] Deſign and furniſh your FTI for 


great ſervice for God in the world. I 


would earneſtly beſpeak a mercy for the: 
next age; reſolve an eminency in holineſs. 
I woujd have every young convert here 
refolve to be one By the higheſt ſaints. 
Reſolve to do much for God's name and 


Salpel 4 and if you have hopeful abilities, 
reſolve 


— 
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reſolve to be great bleſſings to your coun- 
try; ſide with the beſt cauſe, and beſt men. 
You may live to have greater opportuni- 
ties to ſerve God than we have had; you 
may do ſo, and I hope you will do ſo. 
The Lord furniſh our youth with abilities 
tranſcendent to ours, as their work is like 
to be above ours. O my friends, I would 
have you therefore prepare your ſelves; 
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hearts well enflamed with love to God and 
men. Labour to be induſtrious in your 
calling, that you may have eſtates to do 
6 good withal; for idleneſs and waſte make 
i perſons too poor to do great ſervice; 
5 whence they live as ſhrubs though plant- 
ed young. Study good catechiſms, as a 
guard . errors. Lay up rules of pru- 
fo 
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i [ 4. ] Admit the! helps, and put your 
ſelves under all the inſtituted engagements 


firs, we have good books, carefully peruſe 
them; read the ſcriptures, ay, and labour 


from your youth, 2 Tim. ili. 15. Set your 
ber fſelves 


get your heads well enlightened, get your 


dence for your converſation, but beware 
„ of - crafLineſs and little baſe. deſigns. Ob- 
0 ſerve your cõnſtitution, that ſicklineſs may 
Ul! not prevent your uſe. Get ſuch an elocu- 
tion as may ad 


| . of Chriſt's members; Admit the helps — 


to be well :furniſh*d; and ſkill'd in them 
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ſelves to hear ſermons; eſpecially put your 
ſelves under the labours and conduct of 
the beſt miniſters. Contrive every one 
ir uly under ſtands a; and | inly An pow - 
erfully urges! the great things of the gof- 
pel, viz. the myſteries, promiſes, and 
laws of our redeemer. I tell you why I 
| ſay this; young ones are apt to like the 
preacher that has fancy rather than weight; 

ſtrong affections rather than judgment; 


that has vain jingles rather than ſolid 


truth; and that is earneſt for ſmall mat- 


ters above eſſentials. Oh take it from me 


to day! all hearers ſavour of their paſtor. 


Give me therefore a paſtor that's likeſt to 
ripen for a heavenly life, and not to amuſe 


me with little fine - ſpun notions, where 
light carries not its evidence. Prefer mo- 
derate paſtors above others; Men who are 
more intent on the great things of the 


goſpel, than leſſer matters; Men who al- 


low for different conceptions in others, 


| knowing. themſelves are imperfect; Men 
who inſiſt on no terms of, or bars to, com- 
munion, but what Chriſt hath made. If 


God do not deliver the growing age from 


a contentious, dividing, uncharitable tem- 
per, I ſhall ſay the next fiery ſtruggles. 
will hazard the life of religion, and ſacri- 
fice love (the very heart of religion) to. 


every 


every trifle, and diſputable notions which 
hath ſorely wounded us. Value mode- 
rate men, wife men are always fuch. Your 
furious dividing bigot is unacquainted with 
himſelf, mcapable of taking up the body 
of divine truths, as they ſtand m their or- 
der and place. Hence one thing fills his 
mind, and that commonly the leaſt ; and 
all his zeal 1s laid outin that, while he con- 
founds truth- and error. Few men have 
heads clear enough to diſtinguiſh truth. 
Truth and error lie oft ſo near, that the 
man that has not the cleareſt judgment, 
and the conduct of the ſpirit, will eaſily 
fail; much more ſuch whoſe parts are low, 
and whoſe uncharitable temper excludes the 
aſſi ſtances of the ſpirit. EE 
Further, I call you young ones to attend 
to the Lord's ſupper. You are dedicated 
to God by baptiſm, in the right of your 
parents. That was not thy act, but theirs 
for thee 3 that was not in thy own right, 
but in thy parents right. The firſt ſo- 
lemnizing of thy own profeſſion is at the 
Lord's table, or in order to it; therefore 
I call you to make conſcience of that. 
Young people, I ſay, make conſcience of 


the church in former ages; that people 


Lord's ſupper. een 


now ſhould be fo backward to attend the 
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05. But ſome may object, how old 
N. we be that ED, he table of the 
Lord? | 
 Anfw. I anſwer, he is old enough that 
can give evidence of his confent to be the 
ores, and when he can act the graces. 
that belong to a ſacrament, and improve 
the matter contained therem : Whenever 
they can do this, age is no obſtacle. 1 
would not ſcruple one of fourteen, no more 
than I would one of fifty, where there's 
a credible profeſſion of grace, and a com- 
petent knowledge of the great effentials of 
religion, and a converfation ſuited to it. 
Therefore, my friends, make conſcienee 
of this great duty; for 1 am afraid our 
young profeſſors remain giddy, for want 
of this and of paſtoral conduct. I fear you 
want ſtrength for want of this; and comfort 
for want of this; and fatan has great ad- 
vantage againſt our young profeſlors, be- 
cauſe they are not more eftabliſhed and 
ſteady than they be. Therefore if thou haſt 
given up thy af to be the Lord's; and if 
God has enlightened thy mind to under- 
ſtand the great things of the covenant ; 
thou haſt a claim, and thou teſt to 
make it. Sure thou art old enough to con- 
ſent to be Chriſt's, when thou art fit to 


＋ 


give thy ſelf in marriage. 
[5.] Diſ- 
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IS.] Diſpoſe of your ſelves to the greateſt 
ſafety, and moſt uſefulneſs. You that are 
ſervants, chuſe no family where God is not 
worſhipped ; for a curſe and a ſnare is there, 


beſides the want of thoſe daily helps which 


you ſtand in need of. You that are changing 


your dwellings, go to no place where the 


goſpel is not; live not in a country where 
Chriſt is a ſtranger as. to his inſtitutions. 
You young ones that are about marrying ! 


Be ſure that 8 be the firſt thing that 


you provide for, 1 Cor. vii. 39. God knows 
how much eaſier it is to ſtifle good begin- 


nings, than to conquer rivited cuſtom; and 


it's much eaſier to be overcome by a bad 
wife, than a bad wife to be converted b 
a good huſband. Know this, my friends, 


he that does not wiſely contrive for his 


ſoul, as a man in danger, will rue it ſooner 
or later. God is not bound to help us 
when we run out of his way. 

965 Reckon upon a world of troubles 
an 


ſnares, and be ſtill preparing for them. 


Oh young people, be every day arming 
your ſelves, for you may be every day at- 
tacked. Don't promiſe too ſerene a ſtate 
on this ſide heaven; In the world you ſhall 
have trouble, John xvi. 33. Thy work is a 
warfare, and holds for life; temptations 
will aſſault, diſappointments and ſcandals 
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| ved to hold on thy way ; it's hard work, 
= I but Chriſt hath undertaken to aſſiſt thee, 
? and heaven is worth thy labour. Oh don't 


think and act as if you were to. have your 
8 WF reſting place here, where ſatan hath ſo 


4 much power, and ſin ſo great an in- 
* tereſt | 


[7.] Still grow in grace and uſefulneſs, 


' IF with age. Though thou art good for thy 
= I time, thou art not ſo good as thou mayſt 
be, nor oughteſt to be; much leſs ſo good 
as you ſhould reſolve to be. Oh let not 


d If age's dulneſs be reproached by the vigour 
d of your eſpouſals ! Jer. ii. 2. Take care 
Y I that time adds to thy light, to thy love, 


„ do thy ſtrength and fruit. Move heaven- 

1s ward as days are prolonged. 

r [ [8.] Familiarize the word as your in- 

5 ſtructor and monitor. How ſhould a young 
man cleanſe his way? But by taking heed 

es if to the word, Plal. cxix. 9. Let the word 


n. if be the man of thy counſel ; take the ſcrip- 
S ture for thy rule, and reſolve to live by 
t. || it. Oh ſervants! look what God makes 
te If your duty in ſcripture; will that allow 


you to be idle, inſolent, or waſteful ? Col. 
a || vi. 22. Children, ſee what God makes your 
us || duty to your parents, (Eph. vi. 1.) and to 
Is your other relations. May you be rebelli- 
S || ous, unkind? Sc. The word is the true 
k Wo | G meaſure 


block: Be fit for every thing, and reſol- 


130 The Vanity of | 
meaſure and light. Alas! the oldeſt of us 


are ſure to ſtumble without the word; what 


then can young ones do? Therefore ſtudy 
the ſcriptures more, ſearch them, and la- 
bour in every thing to manage your ſelves 

by them. Sirs, I would have no one here 
ignorant of a rule proper to moſt of the exi- 
gencies of his life, and let that be ſtill be- 
tore thy eyes. - I will give you young, peo. 
ple one advice, that may do you good al! 


your days, and that's this: I would have 
you. all conſider what temptations you are 


like to meet with, and what are the duties 
you are like to be call'd to; always have 


an apt ſcripture lodg'd in thy mind, ſuit- 


able to each of theſe; and reſolve to do 
nothing, purpoſe nothing, before thou haſt 
firſt conſulted that ſcripture in thy mind; 
this would be a ſtated way of avoiding 
much ſin. Young people ! you that are in 
Chriſt, labour to live-to theſe rules. I ſhall 
now conclude : I have been plainly telling 
all of yon, childhood and youth is vanity. 
You all come ſuch into the world, Sc. are 
you altered, or are you not? Do you ſtill 

row more.vain, or more ſerious ? Should 

od come this day, and divide this aſſem- 
bly, and ſet the vain on the right hand, and 
the ſerious on the left; O child, O young 
man, on which ſide wouldſt thou be found? 
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O put it to your ſelves; what anſwer 
canſt thou return? Wilt thou go away and 
reſolve to be as vain as ever, after all that 
has been ſaid? If that he thy reſolve, would 
to God thou hadft not been here; this ſer- 
mon will be a thorn in thy ſide for ever, 
But if from what has been ſaid, you go 
away reſolving through grace to be faith- 


ful in the practice of all theſe directions, 


given you for the cure of your vanity; then 
thou wilt have cauſe for ever to bleſs God 


for the 25th of December, 1690. 
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Youth's Carechifin: 


@ Are r ? 


V/A endued with. reaſon, who 
D muſt be in heaven or in 


Q Who made thee ? 

A. God made me; by whoſe power eve- 
ry creature was made, Ia. xlv. 12. 

Q. What is the God that made thee ? 


A. God is a Spirit perfectly good, great, 


wiſe, holy, preſent every where, and with- 
out beginning or ending. 

Q. How many Gods be there i . 
A. There is but one true God, F Mer, 
N and Spirit, 1 Cor. viii. 6. 1 John v. 7. 

| (GG 3 ea 


Anſw, Jam a creature 


hell for ever, Rom, ii. 9,10. 
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What did God make thee 

1 God made me to b ne glory, 
and-to be happy 1 in him, Rom. xi. 3. 

. Where may you know how to bring gory 
70 Cod, and to be happy in him? 

A. In my Bible, where he declares his 
nature, and his will, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 
2. pat condition Was mankind created 
in? 

A. God made all of us holy and happy 
in Adam our firſt father, and common head, 


Accl. vii. 29. Genus i. 


27. 
Q. By what #ule did God: govern all men in 


Adam? 

A. God required ſinleſs obedience, as a 
condition of life, and denounced death, if 
man ſhould in any rhing break his law, 
Gen. ii. 17. Gal. iii. 10. 

Q. Did mankind continue holy and hap- 
20» by a perfect obedience lo this law of inno- 
Cell 

4. No: Adam ined againſt God, and 
thereby he corrupted the human vature, 
and became ſubjeck to all the miſery which 


the law threatned againſt fin, Rom. v. 12, 


18, 19. 

0 What condition wert thou born i in? 

A. J was born in a very miſerable and 
ſinful condition, Eph. ii. 3. Pf. li. 5. 


Q. How cameſt thau to be batn i in bis can- 
dition 8 


A. 1 
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A. I muſt be miſerable, if ſinful; and I 
could not but be born ſinful, becauſe my 
nature was depraved in Adam, from whom 
it deſcends ſo to me by the line of my fore- 
fathers, Job xiv. 4. and xxv. 4. 

Q. Why muſt thou be ſinful, , becauſe oy. na- 
ture was at firſt depraved? 

A. God enacted this as the law of gene- 
ration, that Adam ſhould beget his children 
in natural likeneſs, Gen. v. 3. 

Q. What if thou ſhouldſt die in that condi- 
tion wherein thou wert born by nature ? 

A. I ſhould be undone, and be with 
the devils in hell for ever, Fohn iii. 

36. ; 
Q. Doth the law of innocency provide no 
way for thy deliverance out of that miſery ? 

A. The law of innocency provides no 
way for my deliverance out of this miſery, 
as great and dreadful as it is, Rom. ili. 19, 2a 
Cal. 111. 21, 22. 

Q. Why dof thou think ſo ? 

A. Becauſe the law of innocency admits 
no pardon, but condemns for one ſin; and 
I daily ind that [ have many fins, Rem. 
ili. 23. Jam. iii. 2. 

Q. 1s there no way then to avoid that ſin 

and miſery thou wert horn in ? 

A. Yes: There is, by the rich mercy of 
God, a way to ſave loſt finners, 1 Tim. i. 15. 
dis XVI. 17. | 
G 4 Q. What 
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Q. What is the way which God hath contri- 
ved to ſave loſt ſinners ? | 

A. The way of pardon and reconciliation 
revealed in the goſpel, Rom. iv. 7. 2 Tim. 
i. 10. 5 

Q. How did Ged appoint a way of pardon 
and reconciliation 9 © 

A. The Father appointed his Son to be 
the Saviour of ſinners, and Chriſt accepted 
of that work under certain terms agreed on 
between them both, Zecb. vi. 1 3. John xvil. 
37 20, 21, 25. 

Q. What was appointed to, and undertaken 
by Chriſt as Saviour or mediator ? 

A. Chriſt was to aſſume our nature, and 
therein to fulfil all righteouſneſs, and die 
a ſacrifice for our ſins, and to ſave all the 
elect committed to him, Ia. liii. g. John i 
15, 16. 


Q, What was promiſed to C priſt, as the re- 


ward of his undertaking 
A. There was promiſed to Chriſt, be- 
ſides the glory of his perſon, as God- Man, 
that his obedience and ſufferings ſhould be 
agcepted as an effectual price for the recon- 
ciliation of all ſuch ſinners to whom it was 
applied, Ia. liti. 10, 11, 12. 

Q. Was there nothing elſe promiſed to Chriſt, 
with reſpe to the elect? 

A. All the abſolute promiſes of grace 
in order to che application of his blood, 


were 
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were made to Chriſt, Gal. iii. 16; 2 Cor. 


Le 
Q. Did our Lord Jeſus fulfil all rigbie- 


__ and make his foul an 1 for 


law, and vindicated the government. of our 
Creator, notwithſtanding his gracious deal- 
ings with ſinners, Mat. iii. 15. John xix. 30. 
Ja. xlii. 2 1. Heb. ix. 14, 28. 4 


- When Chriſt had thus made atonement, 


was he ſufficient to be a Saviour? 

A. Yes: for, 1. He hath the Spirit and 
a fulneſs of grace, with a right to give 
thereof to men. 2. All judgment is com- 
mitted to him, whereby he is the lawgiver 


to a ſinful world. 3. By the fulneſs of his 


merits he hath pardon, peace, and eternal 
life to diſpoſe of, notwithſtanding we had 
forfeited all into the hands of our "Creator, 
John xvi. 14. John i. 15. John v. 22. Heb. 
v. 9. Heb. vii. 25. 

Q. What more is neceſſary to reſtore the bap- 
pineſs of loſt man ? 

A. The application of the effects of 
Chriſt's fulneſs to their perſons, that they 
may be r pardoned and ſaved, 
Rom. v. 11. Als ii. 38. 

Q. What way doth Chriſt lake to 270 dit 


merits for the 2 of ſinners? 


FR” 1 


A. He did; aid: thereby honoured the 
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A. He enacteth and publiſheth a law 


of grace, wherein he — pardon 


him as a Saviour on the terms ot the 
goſpel, Heb. xi. 6. Jobn iii. 165 17, 18. 
Rom. iii. 27. 128 
Q. bat are the terms of the gabel J 
A. True repentance, faith in Chriſt, and 
ſincere obedience, As iii. 19. . xvi. 31. 
and Chap. xx. 2 1. Heb. v. q. 6 
Q. What is repentance 75 N 
A. A ſorrow for, and the Gs of 
the heart from = as the — evil, 
Fer. xxxi. 18. 
Q. What is pond in general ? 
A. Such a ſight of things revealed in the 
word, as e e affects the heart ſuit- 
ably to the nature of them, Heb. xi. 1. 

Q. What is faith in Chriſt? 
A. Sach a ſight of, and regard to Chriſt, 


and come to him as our Prophet, Prieſt, 
and King, John i 1. 12. Mat. xi. 28. 


4 To yield up our ſelves to his teach- 
ings, believing him infallible, Jobn vi. 
„ 


pie: f 
A. Under 


and life to ſuch finners ag will accept of 


as cauſeth the humbled ſoul to accept of, | 


Wit is it to come to Chriſt as a pro- 
aber? __ 


Q. What is it io come. 1s Chriſh as ur 
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the fulneſs of his merits to rely on him, 
as the only atonement for ſin, and purcha- 
ſer of all good for finners, Gal. ii. 16. Rom. 
111. 25. | 


' king © 


A. To acknowledge his ſole authority, 


ſubmit to all his laws, unfeignedly re- 


ſolving to obey him in every one af his 
appointments, Ads ix. 6. Luke xix. 14, 27. 


Ia. l. 10. 


Q. What elſe doth the goſpel contain? 
A. Ir contains a prophetick account. of 


what God decreed, and a tranſcript of what - 


was promiſed to Chriſt, with reſpect to 
the elect; to ſay nothing of doctrinal my- 
ſteries, rules of a chriſtian's walk, conditt- 
onal promiſes, the danger of. ſinners that 


reject Chriſt, Ge. 


Q. When did this goſpel- rule of life begin 2 


A. In the firſt promiſe to Adam after 
his fall, though the fulleſt diſcoveries of 


it were reſerved till Chriſt came in the 
fleſh, Gen. iii. 15. Gal. ili. 8. 2 Pet. 
U. g. 


5 
Qi. Did God ever ſince the fall propoje 


an) way of ſalvation, ' beſides this. law of 


grace? 


of 


A. Under a conviction of our. guilt and 


A. No: And every ſaved ſinner was ſa- 
ved by this rule, according to the meaſure 
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of its diſcovery that obtained in every age, 
1 Cor. x. 4. 

Q. How far are al ſinners that live under 
this goſpel concerned in it ? 

A. Life through Chriſt is freely of- 
fered ſincerely to every ſinner that will 
repent, and believe; if they do thus, the 
want of perfection ſhall not condemn them, 
Acts 111. 19. Chap. x. 43. As xvi. 30, 31, 
Rom. iii. 22. 

9 1 What if thou doſt not accept of 
C f- 
A. I ſhall be more miſerable than if 


Chriſt had never died, 1 Pet. ii. 8. Mat. 


xi. 24. 


Is the meer enafting and publiſhing 


FY goſpel all that Chriſt hath done towards 
the application of his merits to eleft fin- 
vers? 


A. Beſides that, he hath appointed his 


Spirit to incline hearts, and effectually en- 


abled' them to obey thoſe terms 2 the 


goſ pel requireth, 1 beſ. 1 i. 4, 5, 6. 1 Cor. 
ii. 10. Gal. iii. 14. 

Q. Aud doth the $ pirit thus concur to 
apply redemption „ and enable them to obey 
tbe goſpel? 

"Z Yes, and not only ſtrive with them, 
zs he doth with others, 2 Cor. iii. 3. 1 Pei. 

1. 2. 2 70% il. 13. 


25 


* 
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Q. By what means doth this Spirit work up- 
on fouls ® . de 

A. Principally and moſt - uſually he works 
by the goſpel it ſelf, putting forth his pow- 


er thereby, as a ſeed of life, Gal. iii. 2, Jam. 


1.18. Rom. x. 14. REY 
25 By what part of the goſpel doth the Spirit 
uſually work? 135 
A. He is confined to no part; he works 
by the precepts, by the account of Chriſt's 
death, by the promiſes, threats, or the 
great rewards; yet which ever of theſe he 
works by, it is purſuant to, and in accom- 


pliſnment of, the abſolute promiſes of grace 


which were made to Chriſt, Acts xvi. 30, 3 r. 
Gal. iii. 29. Gal. iv. 28. | 

Q. How doſ thou expect to be made willing 
and able to accept of Chriſt * 

A, Not by any natural power of my 
own, who am dead in ſin; but by the 
grace of Chriſt expreſſing it ſelf in the ope- 
rations of the Spirit, Eph. ii. 1. Alls v. 31. 


Tit. iii. 5. 


Q. How doth the Spirit canſe the ſinner to 
accept of Chriſt ? | 
A. By enlightening the mind, and chan- 


ging the heart in regeneration z whence 
there is an inclination, will, and ability 


to accept of Chriſt, As xxvi. 18. Ti. 
oo Ex ET 


Q Doth 
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making the ſoul earneſt and willing to this ? 


fent miſery without Chriſt Abs ii. 37. 
Luke xv. 17. 

Q. What oughteſt FO to do on tby part in 
order to get this grace? 

A. F muſt not be idle, but I muſt, 
1. Diligently hear the word. 2. Pray fer- 
vently to Chriſt for the Spirit's operations. 
3. Conſider and bewail my condition. 4. Put 
a ſtep to all ways of fin to my utmoſt. 
5. Carefully entertain, and improve every 
motion .of the Spirit. 6. Strive with my 
heart, and urge it with all goſpel arguments 
to abey the call of Chriſt, Prov. ii. 3, 4, 5. 
Mat. x11. 19 


7 Q Viet me may a fue. eupebt uber be ac- 
W et 


£4 Chriſt, 2 
He may e , 1 Ta hee united to 
chin in the neareſt relation. 2. To be ad- 


3. To be adopted, and made {tilt more con- 
formable to Chriſt in grace and holineſs. 
4. To be ſupported with ſtrength for ſer- 
vice, and perſeverance. - 5. And when he 
dies to be — of the glory af Chriſt 
in the higheſt heavens, Eph. v. 30. Gal. 


il. 2. | 
Q. Wat 


Q. Doth the Spirit nothing in order ta the 


A. He awakens the foul to a concern 
for ſalvation, and a deep ſenſe of its pre- 


mitted into a ſtate of pardon and peace. 


ii. 16. Jon i. 12. l. l. . : Tabs 


ve 
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Nhe the candition of every Ptuer jill 


be do accept Chi? 

A. He abides. under the wrath of Gad, 
and hath no Perſonal title 8 Peaca, 
* glory, 5 John iu. 36. 

I this. the condition 1 the ale] while 
they abide in unbelief ? 

A. Tes: For though God hath decreed, 


and Chriſt hath purchaſed faith and life for 


them, yet God hath: determined by the law 


of faith, that all are under condemnation 
until they do believe, Mark xvi. 16. Lale 
xi. 3. hence Rom. v. 1. viii. 30. Iv 


Q not à beligver pardoned before be can 
put forth any other acts of obedience ® 


A. Though true faith is a certain princi- - 


ple of obedience, yet as ſoon as we believe 
we are pardoned ;. even before there can be 


any time to ow: forth any other acts of obe- 


dience, Gal. v. 6 


| | wo, Do pas. ar 88 a waymake Ja- : 
| tigfacti 


on ta juſtice. . 
. Ne! That is s only Chriſt's work 3 
but Godt hath appointed, thas that foul ſhall 


| repent and believe, on whom pardon for 

Chriſt's fake ſhall be beſtowed; and he 
hath folemnly declared he?ll forgive no man 
till then, Mark xvi. 16. Rom. xi. 20, 23: 


Heb. iv. 6. John vil. 24. = apc $4.0 18 
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Q. What aſſurance baſt thou that God. will 
| forgive and ſave thee if thou believe? 

A. I have God's teſtimony, and pro- 
' miſe; and the ſeals of the covenant, viz. 
| baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, 1 John v. 
9, 10. Afs xxii. 16. Luke xxii. 20. Rom, 
IV. 11. 

Q. Art thou engaged to accept of,, and ſubmit 
to Chriſt according to the goſpel ? | 

A. Yes, I am. ſtrongly engaged to 
ſubmit to Chriſt, becauſe {4 
with his blood, my parents dedicated me 
to him in baptiſm, and Jove to my own 
foul requires it, Rom. xiv. 9. Mat. xxviii. 19. 
Ezek. xxxiii. 11. 

. Or what account wer! thou bap- 

tiſed 3 


A. My believing parents were 1 
and engaged to dedicate me to God as 
their child ; and God graciouſly admit- 
ting the infant ſeed of believers into co- 
venant, as part of themſelves, did ſeal 
to me thoſe bleſſings which my infant 
ſtate needed, and was. capable of, Deul. 
XXIX. 11, 12. Gen. xvü. 7. 22 il. 39. 
1 Cor. vii. 14. 


to ? 


A. To be the Lardth/ in a "TOME care 


to know, love, believe, obey, worſhip and 
ferve him all my days, and to depend . 
. G 


bought me 


. What doth the covenant bind thee 
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God through Chriſt for all happineſs, Ezek, 
xvi. 8. Rom. X11. 1. Rom. vi. 4. 
Q. What didſt thou engage againſt * 


A. I engaged againſt being governed DY-- . 
ſatan, or the fleſh as my rulers ; and againſt | 


taking up with the world's : JO as my 
portion, and againſt the cuſtoms of the 


men of this world as my guide, Rom. vi. 


16 x8; 
Q. When ought a child to know, conſider, 


and agree to this covenant ® 


A. As ſoon as he is capable to uſe his 


3 reaſon, and judge of good or evil, which 


many are fit to do about ſeven years old, 


2 Tim. iii. 15. Pſal. xxxiv. 11. 
Q. Mbat if a child, through the love of fin, 


or vanity of mind, will not agree to this cove- 


nant when be ts capable ? 


A. He then rejecteth Chriſt our Saviour, 


and © rn the bleſſings of the goſpel, 
2 Pet. 11. 

Q. J. is a great ſin to refuſe to agree to 
this covenant, to which thy baptiſm engaged 
thee ? 

A, It's the damping ſin, and the heart 
of all ſin; for, 1. It's rebellion continued 
againſt my maker. 2. I's ingratitude and 
perjury to my redeemer. 3. It's groſs in- 
juſtice to my parents. 4. It's an affront to 


all the godly. 5. It's ſelf-killing cruelty to 


my own ſoul, Pfal.1 11, 35 &c. 
Q. When 


— — — — — — 


146 A You HH CATECHISN. 


Q. When wilt thou perſonally conſent 
10 this covenant as the only way of life to 
ſinners * 

A. I will cruly with my whole foul con- 
ſent now, and live e 8 my conſent. 

And as ſoon as I underſtand how to improve 
the. Lord's ſupper, I will by Chriſt's help 
falemnly renew 1t there. 


Q. Ought you upon every fault, queſtion your 


inlereſt in this covenant ? 
A. Though I ought to bewail every ſin, 
and ſeek on by faith in Chriſt's blood; 
yet J oo not doubt my covenant intereſt. 
__ my fault be ſuch as gives juſt cauſe to 
\ queſtion whether my conſent was ever ſin- 
cere, P/al. xxxii. 5. Mat. vi. 12. Pſal. xviii. 
21, 22, 23. 
Q. What is the beſt joy and Pleaſure in 
this life f-- 
A. T'he deep ſenſe of God's love, and the 
lively hopes of glory, 1 Pet. i. 8. 
Q What ſbouldſt thou be moſt afraid of in 
this world ? 
A. Of ſin; becauſe that provokes my 
Gad, and is the cauſe of all miſery, Rom. 
vi. 23. Heb. xii. 15. 


fin 


A. 1. I muſt believe every thing to 
be a ſin, which is againſt the word of 
God. 2. I muſt humbly look to Cui 


& What muſt thou do to keop from 


for 
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for ſrrergth. 2. 1 myſt avoid all occa- 


ſians whieh lcd to fip. 4. I muſt, when 
I am tempted, conſider what a dangerous 

and evil thing ſin is, and reſolve againſt 
it, 1 Jahn iii. 4. 2 Cor. xii. 6, Cen. xxxix. 
9, 10. 


* of ſouls, except unbelief ® 

A. A carnal ſelfiſhneſs, which I ought 
to deny and mortify, Mal. xvi. 4. 

Q. bean is ane carnally ſalſiſs? 

A. 1. When one is governed by his fleſh- 
ly appetite, humour, or ſelf-will. 2. When 


F the inordinately purſues the things of a pre- 
ſent life. 3. When he loves carnal ſelf 


above God, Deut. xxix. 19. 2 Pet. ii. 10. 
2 Tim. iii. 2, 4. Jam. iv. 4. 

Q. What be the _ whic profeſng Gr 
ans are maſt Jubjeft ta ? 

A. Hypocriſy, formality, cenſoriouſ- 
neſs, and diviſions, 2 Tim. iii. 5. Rev. iii. 1. 
Mat. xv. 8. Rom. xiv. 3, 10. 1 Cor. 
xi. 18. 2 

Q. Who are h ypocrites ? 

A. They whoſe hearts are not truly 
changed by grace, and allow themſelves in 
any known fin, or are ſeemingly religious 
| from ſome carnal end, Rev. iii. 1. Mal. 

Xxili. 25, 27. Mat. vi. 5. | 

Q. What is formality Fr 


A. To 


Q.: What is the fin that moſt hinders. the 
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A. To be ſatisfied with the bare outward 
doing of the duties of religion, while the 
heart is not anſwerably affected, or em- 
pioyeo, Hof. vii. 14. Mal. i. 8, 1. 

h Q. ng: lies the life and TR of re- 
igion? 

. 1. In mortify ing ſin. Exerci- 
ſing grace for more communion * God. 

In love to God., which is holineſs, 
4. And love to men, which will keep 
from hurting them, and encline us to ſeek 
their good, Col. iii. 3. 1 Tim. iv. 7. 1 Cor. 


Xii. 3, 6. 


. Who are the happieſt Person in the 
world ? 
A, They that have moſt grace, and 25 
moſt good, 
Q. Who are the hopefulleſ children ? 
A. They that are moſt afraid of ſinning, 


and are moſt induſtrious to know and love 
God, and become like to Chriſt. 


Q What graces moſt adorn children? 
A. Humility, meeknels, and teachable- 


neſs. 


Q. What muſt thou do whey thou wants 
any good? 

A, 1 muſt in the name of Chriſt pray 
earneſtly to God, who is ready to give 
whatever good thing I need, . Pol. iv. 6. 


Joon XIV, 1 3. Mat. vii. 11. 


I From 


CO! 
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2 From what doſt thou receive all good 
things? 


A. F rom God my Ruler who raciouſly 1 80 
beſtows whatever I have for bl oul or. body, 


Jam. i. 17. 


Q. What 400 thow « owe to God for his daily 


mercies ? 
A. 1. I muſt love him more. 2. Hear- 
tily praiſe him for his — 3. I muſt 


be carefuller to pleaſe God. 4. And I muſt 
uſe his gifts to his glory; that ſo I may 
be able to give a good account of my ta- 


lents, Luke xvi. 3, 10. 

Q. By what ſigns mayeſt thou try the ſtate 
of thy foul, whether thou art a true chriſtian 
or no? 


A. 1 muſt faithfully, and oft examine my 


heart and ways by theſe thing: 

1. Do I love God above all things, and 
delight in the thoughts of him! Mat. x. 37. 
1 Cor. viii. 3. P/al. civ. 34. 

2. Do I unfeignedly accept af and ſab- 
mit to the Lord Jeſus, as my full and only 
redeemer, John i. 12. Pſal. ciii. 3. 


3. Is there no fin which I live under the 


dominion of? Rom. vi. 18. James ii. 10. 
2 Sam. xxii. 34. 

4. Have I a ſincere 8 to every 
command of Chriſt ? Luke i. 8. Pal. 


Xxviii. 22. 


5. Are 
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5. Are my affections more ſet on heaven 
| than on this world ? Luke xii. 34. 

6. Are the th 

to me, as it is a ſtate of: perfect holineſs, 
and communion with God and : Chriſt ? 
#pb. v. 27. 1 Cor. xiii. 10. 1 Tel. iv, 
17, 18. 

5 Am I thankful for the worſt afflicti. 
on, if I find I am better, and liker to Chriſt 
by it? Pſal. cxix. 71. Heb, xii. 11. 
8. Do find ſoul-renewing' power in the 
truths and duties of religion ? P/al. cxix. 50. 
1 Pet. ii. 2. 1 Cor. iii. 18. 

9. Is it the ſcope of my life and aims, to 
pleaſe and honour God, "aan be meet for 
glory? As xxiv. 16. Luke xii. 42 . - 
10. Do I love the image of Chrift where- 
ever I ſee it? And do good men pleaſe me 
beft, when they moſt expreſs the life of 
' Chrift in their ſpeech and carriage! 
I Jobn iii. 14. Fſal. Ixix. 32. 3d Epiſt. of 
Jobn 25 4. 


11. Am J more thankful for an intereſt : 


in Chriſt, than any temporal good; and 
am I moſt concerned to keep this intereſt 
unqueſtionable ? Col. i. 12, 1 Cor. ix. 27. 
Heb. iv. 1. Pal, cxxxix. 23. 

12. Do 1 find every holy attainment 
makes me ſtill hunger and preſs after more, 
_ longing to be Ps ect? $77 Il, 12, 13, 14. 
Mat. v. 6. 


13. Do 


dughts of heaven ſweet 


ſing the opinion of men in compariſon there- 


* — 
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13. Do I carefully approve my ſelf to 
God in what I am, and in what I do, deſpi- 


with? 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 2 Cor. x. 17, 18. 
Q. When thy conſcience is helped by the Spi- 
rit to fee theſe ſigxs in thee, what mayeſt thou 
"IT +. Funny Wd iid je all the a6 
A. I. 1 may lately r ce in | 
fections of God, din £m fulneſs of Chriſt, 
as what doth ſecure my happineſs, 2 Tim. 


I i. 12. I Cor. i. 30, 31. | 


2. I may comfortably apply to my ſelf 
all the promiſes made in the goſpel to be- 
1 2 Cor. vii. 1. rt i. 4. RG 

3. I may admit a holy joy, and expect 
death without fear, Rom. v. 2, 5. 1 Cor. 


xv. 55, 57. 


F 1 
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8. Are my affections more ſet on heaven 
| than on this world? Luke xii. 34. 
6. Are the th 
to me, as it is a ſtate df: 
and communion with God and : Chriſt ? 
Epb. V. 27. 1 Cor. Xiii. 10. 1 Thef. iv. 
17, 18. 
8 Am I thankful for the worſt afflicti 
on, if I find I am better, and liker to Chriſt 
by it? Pſal. cxix. 71. Heb, xii. 11. 
8. Do I find ſoul- renewing power in the 
truths and duties of religion ? Fſal. cxix. 50. 
1 Pet. ii. 2. 1 Cor. iii. 18. 

9. Is it the ſcope of my life and aims, to 

pleaſe and honour God, and be meet for 
glory? Alls xxiv. 16. Luke xl. 43. 
10, Do I love the image of Chrift where- 
ever I ſee it? And do good men pleaſe me 
beft, when they moſt expreſs the life of 
Chriſt in their fpeech and carriage ? 
I John iii. 14. N Ixix. 32. 3d Epiſt. of 
Jobn 2, 4. 


11. Am I more thankful for an intereſt ; 


nin Chriſt, than any temporal good; and 

am I moſt concerned to keep this intereſt 
unqueſtionable ? Col. i. 12. 1 Cor. ix. 27. 
Heb. iv. 1. Pſal. Cxxxix. 23. e 

12. Do 1 find every holy attainment 
| makes me {till hun . and preſs after more, 
longing to be perfect? Pb. iii. 12, 13, 14. 
oy. 7 TEC 


13. Do 


oughts of heaven ſweet 
perfect holineſs, 
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en 13. Do I carefully approve my ſelf to 

God in what I am, and in what I do, deſpi- 
et ſing the opinion of men in compariſon there- 
s, with? 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 2 Cor. x. 17, 18. 

t? Q. When thy conſcience is helped by the Spi- 
v. ritt 10 ſee theſe figns in thee, what mayeſt thou 
FF thor do? b | : 
- A. 1. I may ſafely rejoice in all the per- 
it WU fections of God, and in the fulneſs of Chriſt, 

| as what doth ſecure my happineſs, 2 Tim. 
ic FF 1.12, rC#.1. 30, 31. . 
0, 2. I may comfortably apply to my ſelf 

all the promiſes made in the goſpel to be- 
o ü _— 2 Cor. vii. 1. ries L. 4. HF * 
r | 3. I may admit a holy joy, and ex 

death without fear, Rom. v. 2, 5. 1 Cor. 
5. | 


BOOKS primed for John Clark and 
Richard Hett, at the Bible and Crown 
in the Poultry, near Cheapſide. 


1. A Treatiſe of being Born again, with- 
3 out which no Man can be ſaved. 
To which is added, a Diſcourſe on the Duty 
and Advantage of ſingular Piety. And Ex- 
tracts from a late Writer, ſuited to the De- 
ſign of this Treatiſe. By S. Wx IG Rr. 
The Tenth Edition. %%% 9% 
By the ſame Autborn- 
2. A Treatiſe on the religidusObſerva- 
tion of the Lord's Day, according. to the 
expreſs Words of the Fourth Command- 
ment. The Third Edition. To which is 
added, a Sermon on Heb. x. 25. of not forſa- 
king the Aſſemblies for publick Worſhip. 
3. A Treatiſe on the Deceitfulneſs of Sin; 
and its leading Men to Hardneſs of Heart; 
with the Means appointed to prevent both 
its Hardening and Deceiving. The Third 
Edition. Dy 
4. The great Concern of human Life: 
or, A ſummary Account of the Fear 'of 
God, and Keeping his Commandments. 
Deſigning to ſet the whole Scheme of Chri- 
ſtian Duty in ſuch Order and Connexion, as 
may beſt fix and keep the ſeveral Branches 
of it upon our Minds ; and may render the 
Lives of Chriſtians more conſiſtent, in pra- 
ctiſing one Grace or Virtue, ſo as not to 
contradict or caſt Slights upon another, 
Price 25. 64. with Allowance to thoſe who 
buy a Number. 
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